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PREFACE. 

THE following work, although chief- 
ly intended for the use of the ancient and 
honourable society of Free and Accept* 
ed Masons, is also calculated to explain 
the nature and design of the Masonic In- 
stitution, to those who may be desirous 
of becoming acquainted with its princi- 
ples, whether for the purpose of initia- 
tion into the society, or merely for the 
gratification of their curiosity. 

The observations upon the first three 
degrees, are many of them taken from 
Preston's '' Illustratiorts of Masoiuy^^ , 
with some necessary alterations. Mr. 
Preston's distribution of the first lecture 
into six, the second into four, and the 
third into twelve sectionsy not being 
agreeable to the mode of working in 
America, they are differen^tly arranged ii> 
this work. 

It is presumed, that, all regular Lodges, 
and Royal Arch Chapters, will find it a 
useful assistant and Monitor; inasmuch 
as it contains most of the Charges, Pray- 
ers, and Scripture Passages, made use of 
at our meetings, and which are not other- 
wise to be found, without recourse to se- 
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VK PREFACE* 

veral volumes. This often occasions miirh 
delay in the recitals, produces many ir- 
regularities in their distribution, and 
sometimes causes important omissions. 

The whole are here digested and ar- 
ranged in such order, through the several 
degrees, from the Entered Apprentice to 
the Royal Arch Mason, that they may be 
easily understood ; and, by a due atten- 
tion to their several divisions, the mode 
of working, as well in arrangement as 
matter, will beqome universally the same* 
This desirable object will add much to 
the happiness and satisfaction of all good 
Hasons, and redound to the honour of 
the whole fraternity. 

September 26M, 1797. 
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FREEMASON'S MONITOR. 



PART I. 

BOOK L 

CHAPTER I. 

Origin of Masonry^ and its general Aivan- 

tagcs* 

FROM the Gonaraencem^nt of the world, we 
may trace the ibundation of masonry.* Evjbt 
since tymmetry began, and harmony displayed her 
charms, our order has had a being. During ma- 
ny ages, and in many diiferent countries, it has 
flourished. In the dark periods of antiquity, whca 
literature was in a low state, and the rude mannen 
of our forefathers withheld from them that know- 
ledge we now so amply share, masonry diffu8<ed 
Its influence. This science unveiled^ arts aro«e^ 

* Masonry and Geopictry are gometioie* uiied as synom- 
•oioiis terms. 
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14 FRKEMASON^S MONITOR. 

civilization took place, and the progress of know- 
ledge and philosophy gradually dispelled the 
gloom of ignorance and barbarism. Government 
being settled, authority was given to laws, and 
the assemblies of the fraternity acquired the 
patronage of the great and the good, while the 
tenets of the profession were attended with un- 
bounded utility. 

Masonry is a science confined to no particular 
country, but diffused over the whole terrestrial 
globe. Wherever arts flourish, there it flouri^ht's 
too. Add to this, that by secret and inviolable 
signs, carefully preserved among the fraternity 
throughout the world, masonry becomes an uni- 
versal language. Hence many advantages are 
gained : the distant Chinese, the wild Arab, and 
the American savage, will embrace a brother 
Briton, Franc or German ; and will know, that 
beside the common ties of humanity, there is still 
a stronger obligation to induce him to kind and 
friendly offices. The spirit of the fulminating 
priest will be tamed; and a moral brother, 
though of a different persuasion, engage his 
€Steem. Thus, through the influence of masonry, 
which is reconcileable to the best poliey, all those 
disputes, which embitter life, and sour the tempers 
of men, are avoided : while the common good. 
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tke genf ral design of the craft, is zealously pur« 
fued. 

From this view of the system, its utility must 
be sufficiently obvious. The universal principles 
,of the art unite men of the most opposite tenets, 
of the most dittant countries, and of the nl^ost 
contradictory opinions, in one indissoluble bond of 
afTection, so that in every nation a mason J^uds 
a friend, and in every climate a hoai«. 



CHAPTER II. 
The Govermnent of the Fraternity explained, 

THE mode of government observed by thu 
fraternity will best explain the importance, and 
give the truest idea of the nature and design, of 
the masonic system* 

There are several classes of masons, under dif- 
ferent appellations. The privileges of these classes 
^are distinct, and particular means are adopted to 
preserve those privileges to the just and meritori- 
ous of each class. 

Honour and probity are recommendations ta 
the first class ; in which the practice of virtue is 
enforced, and the duties of morality inculcated, 
while the mind is prepared for regular and social 
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tf^nverse, in the principles of knowledge and phi- 
losophy. 

Diligence, assiduity and application, are qualifi- 
cations for the second class ; in which an accurate 
elucidation of science, both in theory and practice, 
i« given. Here human reason is cultivated by a 
due exertion of the rational and intellectual powers 
and faculties; nice and difficult theories are ex- 
plained; new discoveries produced, and those 
already known beautifully embellished. 

The third class is composed of those whom 
truth and fidelity have distinguished ; who, when 
assaulted by threats and violence, after solicitation 
and persuasion have failed, have evinced their 
firmness and integrity in preserving inviolate the 
mysteries of the order. 

The fourth class consists of those ^Vho have 
perseveringly studied the scientific branches of the 
art, and exhibited proofs of their skill and acquire- 
ments, and who have consequently obtained the 
honour of this degree^ as a reward of merit. 

The fifth class consists of those who, having 
acquired a proficiency of knowledge to become 
teachers, have been elected to preside over regu- 
larly constituted bodies of masons. 

The sixth class consists of those who, having 
discharged tlie duties* of the chair with honour and 
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• * . 

reputation, are acknowledged and recorded as 
excelicnt masters. 

The seventh class consists of a select few 
whom years and experience have improved, and 
whom merit and abilities have entitled to prefejp- 
ment. With this class the ancient landmarks of 
the order are preserved ; and from them we leara 
«ud practise the necessary and instructive lessons, 
which at once dignify the art, and qualify its 
professors to illustrate its excellence and utility. 

This is the established mode of the masonic 
government, when the rules of the system are 
observed. By this judicious arrangement, true 
friendship is cultivated among diiferent ranks and 
degrees of men, hospitality promoted, industry 
rewarded, and ingenuity encouraged. 



CHAPTER III.. 

The Importance of the Secrets of Masonry 

demonstrated. 

IF the secrets of masonry are replete with 
juch advantages to mankind, it may be a^jked, 
why are they not divulged for the general good 
of society ? To which it may he answered ; wer« 
the privileges of masonry to be indiscriminately 
bestow^^d, the design of the institution would b« 
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mibverted ; and^ being familiar^ like maoy other 
important matters, would soon lose their yalue^ 
and sink into disregard. 

It is a weakness in human nature, that men are 
generally more charmed with novelty, than the 
real worth or intrinsic value of things. Novelty 
influences all our actions and determinations. 
What is new, or difficult in the acquisition, how- 
erer trifling or insignificant, readily captivates the 
imagination, and ensures a temporary admiration ;. 
while what is familiar, or easily obtained, how^- 
ever noble and eminent for its utility^ is sure to 
fcc disregarded by the giddy and unthinking. 

Did the particular secrets or peculiar forms pre- 
talent among masons constitute the essence of 
the art, it might be alledged that our amusements 
were trifling, and our ceremonies superficial. But 
this is not the case. Having their use, they are 
preserved ; and from the recollection of the lessons 
they inculcate, the well informed mason derives 
iftstruction. Drawing them to a near inspection, 
he views them through a proper medium ; adverts 
to the clrcamstances which gave them rise ; 
dwells upon the tenets they convey ; and, finding 
them replete with useful information^ adopts them 
as keys to the privileges of bis art, and prizes 
tliefti as sacred. Thus convinced of their proprifc- 
^-4y, he estimate! tiie value frora thek* utility. 
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Many persons are deluded by theif vague stip- 
pOJiition that our myRteries arc merely nominal; 
that the practices established among us are frivo- 
lous ; and tljat our ceremonies might be adopted, 
or waved, at pleasure. On this false foundation, 
we have found them hurrying through all th« 
degrees, without adverting to the propriety of 
one step they pursue, or possessing a single quali- 
fication requisite for advancement. Passing 
through the usual formalities, they have accepted 
offices, and assumed the government of lodged, 
equally unacquainted with the rules of the institu- 
tion they pretended to support, or the nature of 
the trust reposed m them. The consequence ie 
<^vious ; wherever such practices have been 
allowed, anarchy and confusion have ensued, and 
the substance has beett lost in the shadow. 

Were the brethren who preside over lodge* 
properly instructed previous to their appointment,, 
mnd regularly apprised of the importance of their 
respective oflices, a general reformation would 
apeedily take place. This would evince the pro- 
priety of our mode of government, and lead meu 
to acknowledge, that o*ir honoiirs were deservedly 
conferred, Tl>e ancient consequence of the order 
Wduld be restored, aad the reputation ^f the •ocl'- 
•ty pre^er'Tefk 
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Such conduct alone can support our character. 
Unless prudent actions shall distinguish our tltlr 
to the honours of masonry, and regular depoit- 
xnent display the influence and utility of o;.r 
rules, the world in general will not easily be led 
to reconcile our proceedings with the tenets of 
6ur profession^ 



CHAPTER IV. 
General Remarks. 

MASONRY is an art equally useful and ex- 
tensive. In every art there is a mystery, which 
requires a gradual progression of knowledge to 
arrive at any degree of perfection in it. Without 
much instruction, and more exercise, no man can 
be skilful in any art : in like manner, without an 
assiduous application to the various subjects treated 
of in the different lectures of masonry, no person 
can be sufficiently acquainted with its true value. 

It must not, however, be inferred from this 
remark, that persons who labour under the disad- 
vantages of a confined education, or whose sphere 
of hfe requires a more intense application to busi^ 
ness or study, are to be discouraged in their eli- 
deavours to gain a knowledge cf masonry. 
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To qualify aa hidividual to enjoy the benefits of 
the society at targe, or to partake of its privileges, 
it is not absolutely necessary that he should be 
acquainted with all the intricate parts of the sci* 
ence. These are only intended for the diligent 
and assiduous mason, who may have leisure and 
opportunity to indulge such pursuits. 

Though some are more able than others, some 
more eminent, some more useful, yet all, in their 
different spheres, may prove advantageous- to the 
community. As the nature of every man*s pro* 
fession will not admit of that leisure which it 
necessary to qualify him to become an expert 
itirason, it is highly proper that the official dutiet 
of a lodge should be executed by persons whose 
education and situation in life enable them to be- 
come adepp ; as it must be allowed, that all who 
accept offices, and exercise authority, should be 
properly qualified to discharge the task assigned 
tbem, with honour to themselves^ andi credit to 
their sundry stations. 



CHAPTER V. 
The Ceremony of Opening and Closing a Lodge* 

IN all regular assemblies of men, who are 
oiHiVdiied for v^^ aad- umM purposes, the •om- 
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inencement and conclusion of business are accom- 
panied with some- form. In every country of the 
world the practice prevails, and is deemed essen- 
tial. From the most remote periods of antiquity 
it may be traced, and the refined improvement* 
of modern times have not totally abolished it. 

Ceremonies, when simply considered, it is true, 
are little more than visionary delusions; but their 
effects are sometimes important. When thcj 
impress awe and reverence on the mind, and en- 
gage the attention, by external attraction, to 
solemn rites, they are interesting objects. These 
purposes .are effected by judicious ceremonies, 
when regularly conducted and properly arranged. 
On this ground they jiave received the sanction of 
^e wisest men in all ages, and consequently 
could not escape the notice of masons. ^ To begin 
well, is the mast;^likely means to end w-ell : and 
it is judiciously remarked, that when order and 
method are neglected at the beginning, they will 
be seldom found to take place at the end. 

The ceremony of opening and closing a lodge 
with solemnity and decorum, is therefore univer- 
sally admitted among masons ; and though the 
mode in some lodges may vary, and in every de- 
gree must vary, still an uniformity in the* general 
practice prevails in every lodge ; and the varia- 
tion (if any) is solely occasioned by a want of m«- 
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thod, which a little application might easily re* 
move. 

To conduct this ceremony with propriety ought 
to be the peculiar study of every mason ; especially 
of those who have the honour to rule in our as- 
semblies. To persons who are thus dignified, 
every eye is naturally directed for propriety of 
conduct and behaviour; and from them, other 
brethren, who are less informed, will naturally 
€xpect to derive an example worthy of imitation. 

From a share in this ceremony no mason can 
be exempted. It is a general concern, in which 
all must assist. This is the first request of the 
master, and the prelude to all business. No 
«ooner has it been signified, than every officer re- 
pairs to his station, and the brethren rank accord- 
ing to their degrees. The intent of the meeting 
becomes the sole object of attention, and the mind 
16 insensibly drawn from those indiscriminate sub- 
jects of conversation, which are apt to intrude on 
our less serious moments. 

This effect accomplished, our care is directed t* 
the external avenues of the lodge, and the proper 
officers, whose province it is to discharge that du- 
ty, execute their trust with fidelity ; and by cer* 
tain mystic forms, of no recent date, intimate that 
we may safely proceed. To detect impostors 
amonf ourselves, an adherence to order in the 
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character of masons ensues^ and the lodge is either 
opened or closed in solemn form. 

At openini; the lodge, two purposes are wisely 
f ffected : the master is reminded of the dignity of 
his character, and the brethren of tl^ homage and 
veneration due from them in their sundry stations. 
These are not the only advantages resulting fron* 
a due observance of this ceremony; a reveren- 
tial awe for the Deity is inculcated, and the eye 
fixed on that obicct, from whose radiant beanM 
light only can be derived. Here we are taught to 
tdore the God of Heaven, and to supplicate hk 
protection on our well meant endeavours. The 
master assumes his government in due form, and 
under him his wardens ; who accept their trust, 
after the customary salutations. The brethren 
then, with one accord, unite in duty a(id respect, 
and the ceremony concludes. 

At closing the lodge, a similar form takes place. 
Here the less important duties of masonry are not 
passed over unobserved. The necessary degree of 
•ubordination in the government of a lodge is pe- 
culiarly n^arked, while the proper tribute of grati- 
tude is offered up to the beneficent Author of Life, 
and his blewing invoked and extended to, the 
^'hole fraternity. Each brother faithfully locke 
up the treasure he has acquired, in his own secret 
repository ; and, plejwed witk his wward, retires 
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to enjoy and disseminate among the private cir- 
cle of his brethren^ the fruits of his labour and 
industry in the lodge. 

These are faint outlines of a ceremony which 
universally prevails among masons in every coun- 
try^ and distinguishes all their meetings. It is 
arranged as a general section in every degree^ and 
takes the lead in all our illustrations. 

Charge used at Opening a Lodge* 

^ Behold ! how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity ! 

^*It is like the precious ointment upon the 
head^ that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's 
beard^ that went down to the skirts of his gar- 
ment; 

** As the dew of Hermon, that descended upon 
the mountains of Zion ; for there the Lord com- 
manded a blessing, even life for evermore." 

ji Prayer used at Closing the Lodge. 

r 

May the blessmg of Heaven rest upon us^ and 
ull regular masons ! may brotherly love prevail, 
and every moral and social virtue cement us ! 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Charges and Regulations for the Conduct and 

Behaviour of Masons, 

A REHEARSAL of the ancient charges proper- 
ly succeeds the opening, and precedes the closing, 
of-a lodge. This was the constant practice of 
our ancient brethren, and ought never to be neg- 
lected in our regular assemblies. A recapitula- 
tion of our duty cannot be disagreeable to those 
■who are acquainted with it ; and to those who 
know it not, should any such be, it must be high- 
ly proper to recommend it. 

Ancient Charges. 

On the Management of the Craft in Working. 

Masons employ themselves diligently in their 
«undry vocations, live creditably, and conform 
with cheerfulness to- the government of the coun- 
try in which they reside. 

[The most expert craftsman is chosen or ap- 
pointed master of the work, and is duly honoured 
by those over whom he presides. 

The master, knowing himself qualified, under- 
takes the government of the lodge, and truly dis- 
penses his rewajrds, giving to every brother the 
approbation which he merit*. 



J 
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[A craftsman who is appointed warden of the 
work under the master, is true to master and fel- 
lows, carefully oversees the work, and his breth- 
ren obey him.] 

The master, wardens and brethren receive 
their rewards justly, are faithful, and carefully 
finish the work they begin, whether it be in th« 
first or second degree ; but never put that work 
to the first, which has been accustomed to the se- 
cond degree, nor that to the second or first, 
which has been accustomed to the third. 

Neither envy nor censure is discovered among 
true masons. No brother is supplanted, or put 
out of his work, if he be capable to finish it; 
as no man who is not perfectly skilled in the ori- 
ginal design, can, with equal advantage to th« 
- master, finish the work begun by another. 

All employed in masonry, meekly receive their 
rewards, and use no disobliging name. Brother 
or fellow are the terms or appellations they be- 
stow on each other. They behave courteously 
within and without the lodge, and never desert 
the master till the work is finished. 

Laws for the Government of the Lodge. 

You are to salute one another in a courteous 
aaanner, agreeably to the forms established among 
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masons ;* you are freely to give such mutual in- 
structions as shall be thought necessary or expedi- 
ent, not being overseen or overheard, without en- 
croaching upon each other, or derogating from 
that respect which is due to any gentleman were 
he not a mason ; for though, as masons, we rank 
as brethren on a level, yet masonry deprives no 
man of the honour due to his rank or character, 
but rather adds to his honour, especially if he has 
deserved well of the fraternity, who always ren- 
der honour to whom it is due, and avoid ill maiA 
ners. 

No private committees are to be allowed, o» 
separate conversations encouraged ; the master or 
wardens are not to be interrupted, or any brother 
speakiJig to the master; but due decorum is to be 
©bserved, and a proper respect paid to the master 
and presiding officers. 

These laws are to be strictly enforced, that 
harmony may be preserved, and the business of 
the lodge be carried on with order and regularity. 

Amen* So mote it be. 

'^ In a lod^e, masons meet as members of one family ; all 
prejudiccf, tlicreforc, on account tf rcligioT^ country^ o^- 
frigate opinion, aro rciTiOYe^, 
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Charge on the Behaviour of Masons out of the 

Lodge. 

When the lodge is closed, you may enjoy your- 
selves with innocent mirth ; but you are carefully 
to avoid excess. You are not to compel any 
brother to act contrary to his inclination, or give 
offence by word or deed, but enjoy a free and 
easy conversation. You are to use no immoral 
•r obscene discourse, but at all times support with 
propriety the dignity of your character* 

You are to be cautious in your words a^nd car- 
riage, that the most penetrating stranger may 
not discover, or fmd out, what is not proper to be 
intimated ; and, if necessary, you are to wave a 
discourse, and manage it prudently, for the ho- 
nour of the frateoyj^y* 

At home, and in your several neighbourhoods, 
you are to behave as wise and moral men. You 
are never to communicate to your families, friends 
or acquaintafcice, the private transactions of our 
different assemblies; but upon every occasion to 
consult your ov^n honour, and the reputation of 
the fraternity at Ijarge, 

You are to stud^ the preservation of health, by 
avoiding irregularity, and intemperance, that your 
families may not be neglected and injured, or 
yourselves disabled from attending to your neces- 
sary employments in life. 

C 2 
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Jf a Stranger apply in tlie character of a masion^ 
3'ou are cautiously to examine him in such a me- 
thod as prudence may direct, and agreeably to the 
forms established among masons; that you may 
not be imposed upon by an ignorant, false pre- 
tender, whom you are to reject with contempt, 
and beware of giving him any secret hints of 
knowledge. But if you discover him to be a true 
and genuine brother, you are to respect^him ; if 
he be in want, you are to relieve him, or direct 
him how he may be relieved ; you are to employ 
him, or recommend hiih to employment : howev- 
er, you are never charged to do beyond your abi- 
lity, only to prefer a poor brother, who is a good 
man and true, before any other person in the 
same circumstances. .^■ 

Finally : These rules you are always to observe 
and enforce, and also the duties which have been 
communicated in the lectures; cultivating bro- 
therly love, the foundation and cape-stone, the 
cement and glory, of this ancient fraternity ; 
avoiding, upon every occasion, wrangling and 
quarrelling, slandering and backbiting; not per. 
mitting others to slander honest brethren, but de- 
fending* their characters, and doing them good of- 
fices, as far as may be consistent with your honour 
and safety, but no farther. Hence all may see the 
benign inflnence of masonry, as all true masoAF 



have done from the beginning of the world, aad 
will do to the end of time. 

jlmen. So mote it be. 



CHAPTER VIL 

Pre-requisites /or a Candidate. 

BY a late regulation, adopted by most of the 
grand lodges in America, no candidate for the 
mysteries of masonry can be initiated without hav- 
ing been proposed at a previous meeting of the 
lodge ; in order that no one may be introduced 
without^ due inquiry relative to his character and 
qualifications. 

All applications for initiation should be made by 
petition in writing, signed by the applicant, giv- 
ing an account of his age, quality, occupation^ 
and place of residence, and that he is desirous of 
being admitted a member of the fraternity ; 
•which petition should be kept on file by the secre*- 
tary. 

Form of a Petition to be presented by a Candi" 

date for Initiation. 
<*To the Worshipful Master, Wardens ancF 
Brethren of •.••••••#•• Lodge of Free and Accepted 

Mason^r 
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*' The petition of the subscriber respectfully 
sheweth, that, having long entertained a favoura- 
ble opinion of your ancient institution, he is desir- 
ous of being admitted a n^ember thereof, if found 
worthy. 

" His place of residence is his age ......••• 

years; his occupation 

[Signed] A B." 

After this petition is read, the candidate must 
be proposed in form, by a member of the lodge, 
and the proposition seconded by another member > 
a committee is then appointed to make inquiry 
relative to his character and qualifications. 

Declaration to be assented to by a Candidate, 
in an adjoining Jpartment, previotis to Ini- 
iiation. 

^ Do you seriously declare, upon your honour, 
before these gentlemen,* that, unbiassed by 
friends, and uninfluenced by mercenary motives, 
you freely and voluntarily offer yourself a candi- 
date for the mysteries of masonry ?'' I do. 

" Do you seriously declare, upon your honour, 
before these gentlemen, that you arc prompted to 
solicit the privileges of masonry by a favourable 
©pinion conceived of the institution, a desire of 

♦ Tlx« stewarils of the lodg^e arc usually pres«nt. 
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knowledge, and a sincere wish of being servicea- 
ble to your fellow creatures ?" I do. 

** Do you seriously declare, upon your honour, 
before these gentlemen, that you will cheerfully 
conform to all the ancient established usages and 
customs of the fraternity ?" I do. 

After the above declarations are made, and re^ 
ported to the master, he makes it known to the 
lodge, in manner following, viz. 
^ Brethren, 

" At the request of Mr. A B, he has been pf^ 
posed and accepted in regular form ; 1 therefor^ 
recommend him as a proper candidate for ih(t 
jnyjsteries of masonry, and worthy to partake of 
the privileges of the fraternity ; and, in conse- 
quence of a declaration of his intentions, volunta- 
rily made, I believe he will cheerfully conform to 
the rules of the order." 

If there are then no objections made, the can- 
didate is introduced in due form. 



CHAPTER VilJ...^ 

Remarks on tlie First Lecture, ^ 

WE shall now enter on a disquisition of the dif- 
ferent sections of the lectures appropriated to the 
icveral degrees of masonry, giving a brief suitt- 
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Kiary of the whole, and annexhig to every re- 
mark the particulars to which the section alludes. 
By these means the industrious mason will be in- 
•tructed in the regular arrangement of the see- 
tions in each lecture, and be enabled with more 
ease to acquire a knowledge of the art. 

The first lecture of masonry is divided into 
three sections, and each sect* on into different 
clauses. Virtue is painted in the most beautiful 
colours, and the duties of morality are enforced. 
In it we are taught such useful lessons as prepare 
the mind for a regular advancement in the princi- 
ples of knowledge and philosophy. These are im- 
printed on the memory by lively and sensible 
images, to influence our conduct in the proper dis- 
charge of the duties of social life. 

The First Section. 

The first section in this lecture is suited to all 
capacities, and may and ought to be known by 
every person who ranks as a mason. It consists 
of general heads, which, though short and simple, 
carry weight with thera. - They not only serve as 
marks of distiiKrfion, but communicate useful and 
iotejfiStrJJgknowledge, when they are duly invest!- 
d. They qualify us to try and examine the 
rights of others to our. privileges, while they 
prove ourselves ; and, as they induce us to inquire 
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more minutely? into other particulars of greater 
importance, they serve as an introduction to sub- 
jects more amply explained in the following sec- 
tions* 

A Prayer used at the Initiation of a Candidate* 

'* Vouchsafe thine aid. Almighty Father of the 
Universe, to this our present convention ; and 
grant that this candidate for masonry may dedir 
cate and devote his life to thy service, and become 
a true and faithful brother among us ! Endue 
him with a competency of thy divine wisdom, 
that, by the secrets of our art, he may be better 
tnabled to display the beauties of virtuousness, to 
the honour of thy holy ncme ! AmenJ*^ 

It is a duty incumbent on every master of a 
lodge, before the ceremony of initiation taket 
place, to inform the candidate of the purpose and 
design of the institution ; to explain the nature of 
his solemn engagements ; and, in a manner pecu- 
liar to masons alone, to require his cheerful acqui- 
escence to the duties of morality and virtue, and 
all the sacred tenets of the order. 

Towards the close of this section is explained 
that peculiar ensign of masonry, the lambskin, or 
white leather apron, which is an emblem of inr 
nocence, and the badge of a mason ; more an^- 
«ient than the golden fleece or Roman eagle ; 
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more honourable thau the star and garter^ or aoy 
other order that could be conferred upon the can- 
didate at the time of his initiation^ or at any time 
thereafter, by king, prince, potentate, or any other 
person except he be a mason ; and which every 
one ought to wear with equal pleasure to himself, 
and honour to the fraternity. 

This section closes with an explanation of the 
working tools and implements of an entered ap* 
prentice, which are the twenty-four inch gduge, 
and the common gaveL 

The twenty-four inch gauge is an instrument 
made use of by operative masons, to measure and 
lay out their work ; but we, as free and accepted 
masons, are taught to m^ke use of it for the more 
noble and glorious purpose of dividing our time. 
It being divided into twenty-four equal parts, is 
emblematical of the twenty-four hours of the day, 
which we are taught to divide into three equal 
parts, whereby we find eight hours for the service 
of God and a distressed worthy brother ; eight 
hours for our usual avocations ; and eight for re- 
freshment and sleep."* 

* " The most effectual expedient employei] by Alfred the 
Groat, for the encouragement of learnin<^, was his own exam* 
pie, and the constant assiduity with which he employed him. 
self in the pursait of knowledge. He usually divided hif? 
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'the common gavel is an instrument made use 
of by operative masons, to break off the corners 
-of rough stones, the better to fit them for the 
builder's use; but we, as free and accepted 
masons, are taught to mike use of it for the more 
ooble and glorious purpose of divesting our minds 
and consciences of all the vices and superfluities 
of life, thereby fitting our bodies, as living stones^ 
for that spiritual building, that house not made 
with bands, eternal in the heavens. 

The Second Section. 

The second section rationally accounts for the 
origin of our hieroglyphical instruction, and con- 
vinces us of the advantages which will ever ac- 
company a faithful observance of our duty: it 
maintains, beyond the power of contradiction, the 
propriety of our rites, while it demonstrates to 
the most sceptical and hesitating mind, th^ir ex- 
cellency and utility ; it illustrates, at the same 
time, certain particulars, of which our ignorance 
might lead us into error, and which, as masons, 
we are indispensably bound to know, 

time into three equal portions ; one was enployed in sleep 
and the refection of his body ; another in the dispatch^ of 
business 3 and a third in study and devotion.^^ 

^ tlnrm'a History of England. 

30 
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To make a daily progress in the art^is our con- 
stant duty, and expressly required by our general 
laws. What end can be more noble, than the' 
pursuit of virtue? what motive more alluring^ 
than the practice of justice ? or what instruction 
more beneficial, than an accurate elucidation of 
symbolical mysteries which tend to embellish and 
adorn the mind? Every thing that strikes the 
eye> more immediately engages the attention^ 
and imprints on the memory serious and solemn 
truths: hence masons, universally adopting this 
method of inculcating the tenets of their order by 
typical figures and allegorical emblems, prevent 
their mysteries from descending into the familiar 
reach of inattentive and unprepared novices^ 
from whom they might not receive due venera- 
tion. . 

Our records inform us, that the usages and cusr 
toms of masons have ever corresponded with 
tliose of the Egyptian philosophers, to which they 
Uear a neat affinity. Unwilling to expose their 
mysteries, to vulgar eyes, they concealed their par- 
ticular tenets, and prmciples of polity, under hie- 
roglyphical figures ; and expressed their notions^ 
of government by signs and symbols, which they 
communicated to their Magi alone, who were 
ix>und by oath not to reveal them. The Pytha- 
gorean system 5eems to have been established on 
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a similar plan, and many orders of a more recent 
date. Masonry, however, is not only the most 
ancient, but the most moral institution that ever 
subsisted; every character, figure and emblem, 
depicted in a lodge, has a moral tendency, and 
inculcates the practice of virtue* 

The Badge of a Mason. 

Every eandidate, at his Initiation, is presented 
with, a lamb-skin, or white leather apron* 

The lamb has in all ages been deemed an em- 
blem of innocence ,* he, therefore, who wears the 
lamb-skin as a badge of masonry, is thereby^cou- 
tinually reminded of that purity of life and eon* 
duct, which is essentially necessary to his gain- 
ing admission into the Celestial Lodge above, 
where the Supreme Architect of the Universe 
presides^ 

The Third Section. 

The third section explains the nature and pxixt- 
ciples of our constitution, and teaches us to dis- 
eharge with propriety the duties of our respective 
stations. Here, too, we receive instruction. cela« 
tive to the form, supports, covering, furniture, oi^ 
naments, lights and jewels of a lodge, how it 
should be sitmatedj^ and^ to whom, dedicated. A. 
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propel^ attention is also paid to our ancient and 
venerable patrons. 

From east to wc8t^ freemasonry extends^ and 
between the north and souths in every clime and 
nation^ are masons to be found. 

Our institution is said to be supported by tct^* 
dom, strength and beauty, because it is necessary 
that there should be xmsdom to contrive, strength 
to support, and beauty to adorn, all great and im* 
portant undertakings. Its dimensions are umlimit- 
ed^ and its covering no less than the canopy of 
heavem To this object the mason's mind is 
continually directed, and thither he htJpes at last 
to arrive, by the aid of the theological ladder,, 
which Jacob in his vision saw ascending from 
earth to heaven ; the three principal rounds of 
which are denominated faith, hope and charity / 
and which admonish us to have faith in God^ 
hope in immortality, and charity to all mankind. 

Every \>^11 governed lodge is furnished with 
the Holy Bible, the l^quare and the Compass ; the 
bible points out the path that leads to happiness, 
and is dedicated to God ; the square teaches to 
iregulate our conduct by the principles of morality 
and virtue, and is dedicated to the Master ; the 
compass teaches to limit our desires in every 
station, and is dedicated to the Craft* 



I 
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The Bible is dedicated to the service of God^: 
because it is the inestimable gift of God to man ; 
the Square to the Master^ because, being the pro* 
per masonic emblem of his office, it is constantly 
to remind him of the duty he owes to the lodge 
over which he is appointed to preside ; and the 
Compass to the Craft, because, by a due attention 
to its use, they are taught to regulate their desires, 
and keep their passions within due bounds. 

The ornamental parts of a lodge, displayed in 
this se<;tion, are, the Mosaic pavementy the in- 
dented tessel^ and the blazing star. The Mosa- 
iv pavement is a representation of the ground 
floor of king Solomon's temple ; the indented tes- 
self that beautiful tesselated border, or skirting^ 
which surrounded it ; and the blazing star^ m 

* 

the centre, is eommemorative of the star which 
appeared, to guide th^ wise men of the east to the 
place of our Saviour's nativity. The Mosaic pave^ 
ment is emblematic of human life, checquered 
with good' and evil ; the beautiful border which 
surrounds it> those blessings and comforts which 
surround us, and which we hope to obtain by a 
faithful reliance on Divine Providence, which is 
hieroglyphicaily represented by the blazing star 
m the centre. 

The moveable and immoveable jewels alscj 
elaim our attention in this section. 

D 3 
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The rough ashler is a stone as taken from the 
quarry in its nide and natural state. The perfect 
ashler is a stone made ready by the hands of the 
workman to be adjusted by the working tools of 
the fellow craft. The trestle-board is for the 
master workman to draw his designs upon. 

By the rough ashler, we are reminded of our 
rude and imperfest state by nature; by the perfect 
ashler, that state of perfection at which we hope 
to arrive, by a virtuous education, our own en- 
deavours, and the blessing of God ; and by the 
tresite-board, we are reminded, that as the ope- 
rative workman erects bis temporal building 
agreeably to the rules and designs laid down by 
the master on his trestle-board, so should we, 
both operative and speculative, endeavour to erect 
our spiritual building agreeably to the rules and 
designs laid down by the Supreme Architect of the 
Universe, in the book of life, which is our spiritual 
trestle-board. 

By a recurrence to the chapter upon the dedi- 
cation of lodges, it will be perceived, that although 
our ancient brethren dedicated their lodges to 
King Solomon, yet masons professing Christianity 
dedicate theirs to St. John the Baptist, and St. 
John the Evangelist, who were eminent patrons 
of masonry ; and since their time there is repre- 
•ented in every regular and well governed lodge. 



tREKKfASON'S MONITOR. 49 

a certain point within a circle ; the point repre- 
senting an individual brother, the circle represent* 
ing the boundary line of his duty to God and man^ 
beyond which he is never to' suffer his passions^ 
prejudices or interests to betray him, on any oc- 
casion. This circle is embordei;ed by two per-- 
pendicular, parallel lines, representing St. John 
the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist ; who 
were perfect parallels, in Christianity, as well as 
masonry ; and upon the vertex rests the book of 
Holy Scriptures, which point out the whote duty 
of man. In going round this circle, we necessarily 
touch upon these two lines, as well as upon the 
Holy Scriptures, and whilst a mason keeps himself 
thus circumscribed, it is impossible that he should 
materially err. 

This section, though the last in rank, is not the 
least considerable in importance. It strengthens 
those which precede, and enforces, in the most en- 
gaging manner, a due regard to character and be- 
haviour in public, as well as in private life ; in the 
lodge, as weil as in the .general commerce of soci* 
ety. :.. ■ 

It forcibly inculcates the most instructive les- 
sons. Brotherly love,' relief and truth, are themes 
on which w^ here expatiate. 
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OF BROTHERLT LOVE. 

By the exercise of brotherly love, we are 
tiiught to regard the whole human species as one 
family^ the high and low, the rich and poor ; who^ 
as created by one Almighty Parent, and inhabi- 
tants of the same planet, are to aid, support and 
protect each other. On this principle, masonry 
unites men of every country, sect and opinion, and 
conciliates true friendship among those who 
might otherwise have remained at a perpetual, 
distance. 

OF RELIEF. 

To relieve the distressed, is a duty incumbent oa 
all men; but particularly on masons, who are 
Unked together by an indissoluble chain of sincere 
affection. To soothe the unhappy, to sympathize 
with their misfortunes^ to compassionate their mi- 
series,, and to restore peace to their troubled 
minds, is the grand aim we have in view. On 
this basis we form our friendships, and establisK 
our connexions. 

OF TRITPH. 

Truth is a divine attribute, and the foundation 
•f every virtue. To be good and tnie, is the first 
tesson we are taught in masonry* On this theme 
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we contemplate, and by its dictates endeavour to 
regulate our conduct ; hence, whilst influenced by 
this principle, hypocrisy and deceit are unknown 
amongst us, sincerity and plain dealing distinguish 
us, and the heart and tongue join in promoting 
each other's welfare, and rejoicing in each otherl 
prosperity. 

To this illustration succeeds an explanation oP 
the four cardinal virtues*— temperance^ fortitade^ 
prudence and justice. 

OF TEMPERANCE. 

Temperance is that du^ restraint upon our af- 
fections and passions, which renders the body 
tame and governable, and frees the mind from the 
allurements of vice. This virtue should be the 
constant practice of every mason, as he is thereby 
taught to avoid excess, or contracting any licen*- 
tious or vicious habit, the indulgence of which' 
might leiad him to disclose some of those valuable 
secrets, which he has promised to conceal and ne- 
ver reveal, and which would consequently subject 
him to the contempt and detestation of all good- 
masons. 



/ 
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OF FORTITUDE. 

Fortitude is that noble and steady p 
the mind^ whereby wns are enabled to 
any pain, peril or danger, when prudcntij 
cd expedient. This virtue is equally dis 
rashness and cowardice ; and, like th 
should be deeply impressed upon the mil 
ry mason, as a safeguard or security ag 
illegal attack that may be made, by forc< 
wise, to extort from him any of those se 
which he has been so solemnly ientrui 
which was emblematically represented 
first admission into the lodge. 

OF PRUDENCE. 

Prudence teaches us to regulate our 
actions agreeably to the dictates of reas 
that habit by whicb we wisely judge, ar 
tially determine on all things relative tc 
aent, as well as to our future happiness. 
tue should be the peculiar characteristic 
mason, not only for the government o 
duct while in the lodge, but also whei 
the world; it should be particularly a 
in all strange and mixed eompanies, n 
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&11 the least sign^ token or word^ whereby the 
seorets of masonry might be unlawfully obtained* 

OP JUSTICE. 

Justice is that standard^ or boundary of right, 
which enables us torender to everyman hit just due, 
without distmction. This virtue is not only con* 
sistent with divine and human laws, but is the ve« 
ry cement and support of civil society; and, as 
justice in a great measures constitutes the real 
good man, so should it be the invariable practice 
of every mason never to deviate from the minut- 
est principles thereof. 



Th£ illustration of these virtues is accompanied 
with some general observations peculiar to ma- 
sons. 

Such is the arrangement of the different sec- 
tions in the first lecture, which, with the forms 
adopted at the opening and closing of a lodge, 
comprehends the whole of the first degree of ma- 
sonry. This plan has the advantage of regularity 
to recommend it, the support of precedent and 
authority, and the sanction and respect which 
flow from antiquity. The whole is a regular sys- 
tem of morality, conceived in a strain of interest- 



k. 
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ing allegory^ which must unfold its beauties to the 
oandid and industrious inquirer. 

Charge at Initiation into thUs First Degree* 

Brother, 

As you are now introduced into the first^ prin- 
ciples of masonry, I congratulate you on being ac- 
cepted into this ancient and honourable order ; an- 
cient, as having subsisted from time immemorial; 
and honourable, as tending, in every particular, so 
to render all men who will be conformable to iU 
precepts. No institution was ever raised on a 
better principle, or more solid foundation; nor 
were ever more excellent rules and useful maxims 
laid down, than are inculcated in the several ma- 
ionic lectures. The greatest and best of men in 
all ages have been encouragers and promoters of 
the art, and have never deemed it derogatory from 
their dignity, to level themselves with the frater- 
nity, extend their privileges, and patronise their 
assemblies. 

There are three great duties, which, as a ma- 
son, you are charged to inculcate — to God, your 
neighbour, and yourself. To God, in never men* 
tioning his name, but with that reverential awe 
which is due from a creature to his Creator ; to 
implore his aid in all your laudable undertakings ; 
and to esteem him as the chief good: to your 
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neighbour ; in acting upon the square^ and doing 
unto him as you wish he should do unto you : and 
to yourself; in avoiding all irregularity and in- 
temperance^ which may impair j'our faculties, or 
debase the dignity of your profession. A zealous 
attachment to these duties will ensure public and 
private esteem. 

In the state, you are to be a quiet and peaceful 
subject, true to your government, and just to j^our 
coimtry ; you are not to countenance disloyalty or 
rebellion, but patiently submit to legal authority, 
and conform with cheerfulness to the government 
of the country in which you live. 

la your outward demeanour be particularly care- 
ful to avoid censure or reproach. Lei not interest, 
favour, or prejudice, bias your integrity, or influ- 
ence you to be guilty of a dishonourable action. 
Although your frequent appearance at our regular 
meetings is earnestly solicited, yet is is not meant 
that masonry should interfere with your necessary 
vocations ; for these are on no account to be 
neglected : neither are you to suffer your zeal for 
the institution to kad you into argument with 
those who, through ignorance, may ridicule it. 
At your leisure hours, that you may improve in 
masonic knowledge, you are to converse with well 
informed brethren, who will be always as ready 
to give, as you will be to receive^ instruction. 

£ 
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Finally ; keep sacred and inviolable the myste- 
ries of the order, as these are to distinguish you 
from the rest of the community, and mark your 
consequence among masons. If, m the circle of 
your acquaintance, you find a person desirous of 
being initiated into masonry, be particularly atten* 
tive not to recommend him, unless you are con- 
vinced he will conform to our rules ; that the 
honour, glory and reputation of the institutiomnay 
be firmly established, and the world at large con- 
vinced of its good effects. 



CHAPTER IX. 
Remarks on tke SecoTtd Degree^ 

MASONRY is a progressive science, and is 
divided into different classes or degrees, for the 
more regular advancement in the knowledge of its 
mysteries. Accordmg to the progress we make, 
we limit or extend our inquiries ; and, in propor- 
tion to our capacity, we attain to a less or greater 
degree of perfection. 

Masonry includes within its circle almost every 
branch of polite learning. Under the veil of its 
mysteries, is comprehended a regular system of 
science. Many of its illustrations, to the confined 
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genius, may appear unimportant ; but the man of 
more enlarged faculties will perceive them to be, 
in the highest degree^ useful and interesting. To 
please the accomplished scholar, and ingenious 
artist, masonry is wisely planned ; and, in the in- 
vestigation of its latent doctrines, the philosopher 
and mathematician may experience equal delight 
and satisfaction- 

To exhaust the various subjects of which it 
treats, would transcend the powers of Jhe^ brightest 
genius ; still, however, nearer apprp^bes to per- 
fection may be made, and the man of wisdom wiil 
not check the progress of his abilities, though the 
task he attempts may at first seem insurmountable. 
Perseverance and application remove each diffi- 
culty as it occurs ; every step he advances, new 
pleasures open to his view, and instruction of the 
jaoblest kind attends his researches. In the dili- 
gent pursuit of knowledge, the intellectuial facul- 
ties are employed in promoting the glory of G<xl, 
and the good of maB# 

The first degree is well calculated' to enforce 
the duties of morality, and imprint on the memoiy 
the noblest principles which can a<k)rn. the huma?n 
mind, it is therefore the best introduction to the 
second degree, which not only extehds the samfe 
plan, but comprehends a more <lif&isive systenkof 
knowledge.- Here practice and theory jpin,.ki 
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<|ualifyiDg the industrious mason to share tl}« plea- 
sures which an advancement in the art must ne- 
cessarily afford. Listening with attention to the 
wise opinions of experienced craftsmen on impor- 
tant subjects^ he gradually familiarises his mind 
to useful instruction, and is soon enabled to inves- 
tigate truths of the utmost concern in the general 
transactions of life. 

From this system proceeds a rational amuse- 
ment ; while the mental powers are fully employ- 
ed, the judgment is properly exercised, A spirit 
of emulation* prevails ; and all are induced to vie, 
who shall mo9t excel in promoting the raluable 
rules of the institution. 

The First Section. 

The first section of the second degree acctirate- 
ly eUicidates the mode of introduction into that 
t)articular class ; and instructs the diligent crafts- 
man how to proceed in the proper a^Tangement 
of the ceremonies used on the occasion. It quali- 
fies him to judge of their importance, and convinces 
him of the necessity of strictly adhering to every 
. established usage of the order. Here he is entrusted 
with particular tests, to enable him to prove his 
title to the privileges of this degree, while satis- 
:factory reasons are given for their origin. Many 
4uties, wfiich cement in the firmest union, well- 
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informed brethren, are illustrated in this sqction ; 
and an opportiuaity is given to make such advan- 
ces in masonry, as will always distinguish the 
abilities of those who have arrived at preferment. 

The knowledge of this section is absolutely 
necessary for all craftsmen ; and as it recapitulates 
the ceremony of initiation, and contains many 
other important particulars, no officer or member 
of a lodge should be unacquainted with it. 

The PLUMB, sauARE, and LEVEL, those noble 
and useful implements of a Fellow Craft, are here 
introduced and moralized, and serve as a constant 
admonition to the practice of virtue and morality. 

The plumb is an instrument made use of by 
operative masonvS, to raise perpendiculars, the 
square, to square their work, and the levd, to lay 
horizontals ; but we, as free and accepted masons, 
tre taught to make use of them for more noble 
and glorious purposes : the plumb admonishes us 
to walk uprightly in our several stations before 
God and man, squaring our actions by the square 
of virtue, and remembering that we are travelling 
upon the level of time, to " that undiscovered 
country, from whose bourne no traA^eller returns/* 

The Second Section* 

The second section of this degree has recourse 
to the origin of the institution, and views masonry 
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under two denominatioiw, operative and specula- 
tive. These are separately considered, and the 
principles on which both are founded^ particularly 
explained^ Their affinity is pointed out, by alle- 
gorical figures, and typical representations. Tlie 
period stipiilated for rewarding merit is fixed, and 
the inimitable moral to which that circumstance 
alludes is explained ; Uie creation of the world is- 
described, and many particulars recited, all of 
whioh have been carefully preserved among ma* 
sons, and transmitted from one age to another, by 
eral tradition. 

Circumstances of great importance to the fra- 
ternity are here particularised, and many tradi- 
tional tenets and customs- confirmed by sacred and* 
profane record. The celestial and terrestrial globes 
are considered | and here the accomplished gen- 
tleman may display hiis talents to advantage, in- 
the elucidation of the Orders of Architecture, the 
Senses of human- nature, and the liberal Arts and* 
ScienceSy wlijch. are severally classed in a regular 
arrangement. In short, this section contains a* 
store of valuable knowledge, founded on reason' 
and sacred record^ both entertaining and instruc- 
tive. 

Masonry is con^'dered under t^vo dcnominOf- 
lions; operative, and speculative^ 



FREEMASON'S MONITOR. 55 

Operative Masonry^ 

By operative masonry we alkide to a proper 
application of the useful rules of architecture, 
whence a structure wili derive figure, strength, 
and beauty, and whence wUl result a due propor- 
tion, and a just correspondence in all its parts. It 
furnishes us with dwellings, and convenient shel- 
ters from the vicissitudes and inclemencies of sea- 
sons ; and while it displays the effects of human 
wisdom, as well in the choice, as in the arrange- 
ment, of the sundry materials of which an edifice- 
is composed, it demonstrates that a fund of science 
and industry is implanted in man for the best, most 
aalutary and beneficent purposes,. 

Speculative Masonry. 

By speculative masonry, we learn tp subdue the 
passions, act upon the square, keep a tongue of 
good report, maintain secresy, and practise cha- 
rity. It is so far intetwoven with religion, as to 
lay us under obligations to pay that rational hom- 
age to the Deity, which at once constitutes our 
duty and our happiness. It leads the contempla- 
tive to view with- reverence and admiration the 
glorious works of the creation, and inspires him 
with the most exalted ideas of the perfectioBs of 
his divine Creator, 
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In six days God created the heavens and the 
earth, and rested upon the seventh day ; the se- 
venth, therefore, our ancient brethern consecrated 
as a day of rest from their labours, thereby enjoy* 
ing frequent opportunities to contemplate the glo- 
rious works of the creation, and to adore their 
great Creator. 

The doctrine of the spheres is included in the 
science of astronomy, and particularly considered 
in this section. 

* 

Of the Globes. 

The globes are two artificial spherical bodies^ 
on the convex surface of which are represented 
the countries, seas, and various parts of the earth, 
the face of the heavens, the planetary revolutions, 
and other particulars. 

The sphere, with the parts of the earth delinea- 
ted on its surface, is called the terrestrial globe ; 
and that, with the constellations, and other hea- 
venly bodies, the celestial globe. 

The Use of the Globes. 

Their principal use, beside serving as maps to 
distinguish the outward parts of the earth, and the 
situation of the fixed stars, is to illustrate and ex- 
plain the phenomena arising from the annual re- 
'folution, and the diurnal rotation^ of th« earth 
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rosnd its own axis. They are the noblest uistru- 
ments for improving the mind, and giving it the 
most distinct idea of any problem or proposition, 
as well as enabling it to solve the same. Contem- 
plating these bodies, we are inspired with a due 
reverence for the Deity and his works, and are 
induced to encourage the studies of astronomy, 
geography, navigation, and the arts dependent on 
them, by which society has been so njuch bene- 
fited. 

The orders of architecture come under conside- 
ration in this section ; a brief description of them 
may therefore not be improper. 

Of Order in Architecture. 

By order in architecture, is meant a system of 
all the members, proportions and ornaments of 
columns and pilasters ; or, it is a regular arrange* 
ment of the projecthig parts of a building, which, 
imited with those of a column, form a beaatiful, 
perfect and complete whole. . . 

Of its jintiquity. 

From the first formation of society, order in ar- 
chitecture may be traced. When 'the rigour of 
seasons obliged men to contrive shelter from the 
inclemency of the weather, we learn that they 
first planted trees on end^ and theii l^td others 
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across, to support a covering. The bands which 
connected those trees at top and bottom, are said 
to have given rise to the idea of the base and ca? 
pital of pillars ; and^ from this simple hint, origi- 
nally proceeded the more improved art of archi* 
lecture. 

The ^ve orders are thus classed : the Tuscan^ 
Doric^ lonic^ Corinthian, and Composite* 

THE TUSCAN 

Is the most simple and solid of the five orders* 
It was invented in Tuscany, whence it deriver 
its name. Its column is seven diameters high;, 
and its capital, base and entablature have but few 
mouldings. The simplicity of the construction of 
this column renders it eligible where ornament 
would be superfluous. 

THE DORIC, 

'Which is plain and natural, is the most ancienff 
and was invented by the Greeks. Its column is 
eight diameters high, and has seldom any orna- 
ments on base or capital, except mouldings ; 
though the frieze is distinguished by triglyphs and 
Tnetopes, and triglyphs compose the ornaments of 
the frieze. The solid composition of this order 
gives it a preference, in structures where strength, 
and a noble simplicity^ are chiefly required^ 
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The Doric is the best proportioned of all the 
orders. The several parts of which it is composed 
are founded on the natural position of solid bodies. 
In its first invention it was more simple than in 
its present state. In after times, when it began 
to be adorned, it gained the name of Doric ; for 
when it was constructed in its primitive and sim- 
ple form, the name of Tuscan was conferred on it. 
Hence the Tuscan precedes the Doric in rank, on 
account of its resemblance to that pillar in its 
original state. 

THE IONIC 

Bears a kmd of mean proportion between the 
more solid and delicate orders. Its column is 
nine diameters high ; its capital is adorned with 
volutes, and its cornice has dentals. There is 
both delicacy and ingenuity displayed^ in this pil- 
lar ; the invention of which is attributed to the 
lonians, as the famous temple of Diana at Ephesus 
was of this order. It is said to have been formed 
after the model'of an agre&able young woman, of 
an elegant shape, dressed in her hair ; as a con- 
trast to the Doric order, which was formed after 
that of a strong, robust man* 
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TIIR CORINTHIAN, 

The richest of the five orders, is deemed a 
masterpiece of art. Its column is ten diameters 
high, and its capital is adorned with two rows of 
leaves, and eight volutes, which sustain the abacus. 
The frieze is ornamented with curious devices, 
the cornice with dentals and modillions. This 
order is used in stately and superb structures. 

Of the Invention of this Order. 

It was invented at Corinth, by Callimachus, 
who is said to have taken the hint of the capital 
of this pillar from the following remarkable cir- 
cumstance. Accidentally passing by the tomb of 
a 3'oung lady, he perceived a basket of toys, co- 
vered w^ith a tile, placed over an acanthus root, 
having been left there by her nurse. As the 
branches grew up, they encompassed the basket^ 
till, arriving at the tile, they met with an ob- 
struction, and bent downwards. Callimachus^ 
struck with the object, set about imitating the 
figure ; the vase of the capital he made to repre- 
sent the basket ; the abacus the tile ; and the vo- 
lutes the bending leaves. 
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THE COMPOSITE 

Is compounded of the other orders, and was con- 
trived by the Romans. Its capital has the two 
rows of leaves of the Corinthian, and the volutes 
of the Ionic, Its column has the quarter-round as 
the Tuscan and Doric order, is ten diameters high, 
and its cornice has dentals, or simple modillions. 
This pillar is generally found in buildings where 
strength, elegance and beauty are displayed. 

Of the Invention of Order of uirchttecture^ 

The ancient and original orders of architecture, 
revered by masons, are no more than three, the 

Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian, which were 

invented by the Greeks. To these the Romau^ 
have added two ; the Tuscan, which they made 
plainer than the Doric ; and the Composite, which 
^vas more ornamental, if not more beautiful, than 
the Corinthian. The first three orders alone, 
•however, shew invention and particular character, 
=and essentially differ from each other : the two 
t)thers have nothing but what is borrowed, and 
differ only accidentally : the Tuscan is the Doric 
an its earliest state ; and the Composite is the Co- 
riAthian enriched with the Ionic. To the Greeks, 
therefore, and not to the Romans^ we are indebt- 

F 
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cd for what is great, judicious and distinct in ar- 
chitecture* 

Of the Jive Senses of IIumQn Naiurr, 

An analysis of the human faculties is next giv- 
en in this section, in which the five external sen- 
ses particularly claim attention: these are bear- 
ing, seeing, feeling, smelling and tasting. 

HEARIXO 

Is that sense by which we distinguish sounds, 
and are capable of enjoying all the -agreeable 
charms of music. By it we are enabled to enjoy 
the pleasures of society, and reciprocally to com- 
municate to each other our thoughts and inten- 
tions, our purposes and desires; while thus our 
reason is capable of exerting its utmost power 
and energy. 

The wise and beneUccnt Author of Nature in- 
tended, by the formation of this sense, that we 
fihould be social cieaturcs, and receive the great- 
est and most important part of our knowledge by 
the .information of others. For these purposes we 
are endowed with hearing, that, by a proper ex- 
ertion of our rational powers, our happiness may 
be complete. 



FREEMASON'S MONITOR. 63 

SEEING 

Is that sense by which we distinguish objects, 
and in an instant of time, without change of place 
or situation, view armies in battle array, figures 
of the most stately structure?, and all the agreea- 
ble variety displayed in the landscape of nature* 
By this sense we find our way in the pathless 
ocean, traverse the globe of earth, determine 
Its figure and dimensions, and delineate any re- 
gion or quarter of it. By it we measure the pla- 
netary orbs, and make new discoveries in the 
' sphere of the fixed stars. Nay, more : by it we 
perceive the tempers and dispositions, the passions 
and affections, of our fellow creatures, when they 
wish most to conceal them, so that though the 
tongue may be taught to lie and dissemble, the 
countenance would display the hypocrisy to the 
discerning eye. In fine, the rays of light which 
administer to this sense, are the most astonishing 
parts of the animated creation, and render the 
eye a peculiar object of admiration. 

Of all the faculties, sight is the noblest. The 
structure of the eye, and its appertcnances, evince 
the admirable contrivance of nature for perform- 
ing all its various external and internal motions, 
while the variety displayed in the eyes of differ-^ 
cat aninials, suited to their several ways of life^ 
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clearly demonstrates this organ to be the master? 
piece of nature's work, 

FEELINO 

Is that sense by which we distinguish the differ* 
ent (qualities of bodies; such as heat and cold^ 
hardness and softness^ roughness and smoothnesBj 
figure^ solidity, motion, and extension. 

These three senses, HEARING, SEEING, and 
FEELING, are deemed peculiarly essentii^l among 
masons. 

SMEJLLING 

Is that sense by which we distinguish odours^ 
the various kinds of which convey different im- 
pressions to the mind. Animal and vegetable bo^ 
dies, and iqdeed most other .bodies, while exposed 
to the air, continually send forth effluvia of vast 
subtilty, as well in the state of life and growth, 
as in the state of fermentation and putrefaction. 
These effluvia, being drawn into the nostrils along 
with the air, are the means by which all bodies 
are smelted* Hence it is evident, that there is a 
manifest appearance of design in the great Crea- 
tor's having planted the organ of smell in the in- 
side of that canal, through which the air continu- 
ally passes in respiration. 
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TASTING 

Enables us to make a proper distinction in the 
choice of our food. The organ of this sense guards 
the entrance of the alimentary canal, as that of 
smelling guards the entrance of the canal for re- 
spiration. From the situation of both these organs, 
it is plain that they were intended by nature to 
distinguish wholesome food from that which is 
nauseous. Every thing that enters into the sto- 
mach must undergo the scrutiny of tasting ; and 
by it we are capable of discerning the changes 
which the same body undergoes in the different 
compositions of art, cookery, cliemi^stry, pharmacy, 
&c. 

Smelling and tasting are inseparably connected, 
and it is by the unnatural kind of life men com- 
monly lead in society, that these senses are ren- 
dered less fit to perform their natural offices. 

On the mind all our knowledge must depend . 
what, therefore, can be a more proper subject for 
the investigation of masons ? By anatomical dis- 
section and observation, we Lecome acquainted 
with the body ; but it is by the anatomy of the 
mind alone we discover its powers and principlci». 

To sum up the whole of this transcendent mea- 
sure of God^s bounty to man, we shall add, that 

memory, imagination, taste, reasoning, moial 

1' 'i 
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perception, and all the active powers of the soul, 
present a vast and boundless field for philosophical 
disquisition, which far exceeds hurnan inquiry, and 
are peculiar mysteries, known only to nature, and 
to nature^s God, to whom we and all are indebted 
for creation, preservation, and every blessing we 
enj©y. 

Of the Seven Liberal Arts and Sciences* 

The seven liberal Arts and SCIENCES are 
next illustrated in this section : it may not there- 
fore be improper to insert here a short explanation 
of them. 

GRAMMAR. 

Grammar teaches the proper arrangement of 
words, according lo the idiom or dialect of aoy 
particular people ; and that excellency of pronuij- 
ciation, which enables us to speak or write a lan- 
guage with accuracy, agreeably to reason and 
correct usage. 

RHETORIC. 

Rhetoric teaches us to speak copiously and flu- 
ently on any subject, not merely with propriety 
alone, but with all the advantages of force and 
elegance ; wisely contriving to captivate the hear- 
er by strength of argument and beauty of expres- 
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sion, whether it be to entreat and exhort, to ad? 
monisb or applaud. 

LOGIC. 

Logic teaches us to guide our reason discretion- 
ally in the general knowledge of things, and di- 
rects our inquiries after truth. It consists of a 
regular train of argument> whence we infer, de- 
duce, and conclude, according to certain premise* 
laid down, admitted, or granted ; and in it are 
employed the faculties of conceiving, judging, 
reasoning, and disposing ; all of which are natu- 
rally led on from one gradation to another, till the 
point in question is finally determined. 

ARITHMETIC. 

Arithmetic teaches the powers and properties 
of numbers, which is variously effected, by letters, 
tables, figures, and instruments. By this art, rea- 
sons and demonstrations are given, for findmg out 
any certain number, whose relation or affinity to 
another is already known or discovered. 

GEOMETRY. 

Geometry treats of the powers and properties 
of magnitudes in general, where length, breadth, 
and thickness, ar$ considered, from a point to a 



68 FREEMASON^S MONITOlT. 

line, from a line to a superficies, and from a s\> 
perficies to a solid. 

A point is a dimensionless figure ; or an indi- 
visible part of space, 

A line is a point continued, and a figure of one 
oapac ity, namely, length. 

A superficies is a figure of two dimensions, 
namely, length and breadth, 
. A solid is a figure of three dimension.*?, namely, 
length, breadth and thickness. 

Of the Advantages of Geometry. 

By this science, the architect is enabled to con- 
struct his plans, and execute his designs ; the 
general to arrange his soldiers ; the engineer to 
mark out ground for encampments ; the geogra- 
pher to give us the dimensions of the world, and 
all things therein contained, to delineate the ex- 
tent of seas, and specify the divisions of empires, 
kingdoms and provinces ; by it, also, the astrono- 
mer is enabled to make his observations, and to 
fix the duration of times and seasons, years and 
cycles. In fine, geometry is the foundation of ar- 
chitecture, and the root of the mathematics. 

MUSIC. 

Music teaches the art of forming concords, so 
as to compose delightful harmony, by a mathema- 
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ticftl and proportional arrangement of acute, grave 
and mixed sounds. This art, by a series of experi- 
ments, is reduced to a demonstrative science, with 
respect to tones, and the intervals of sound. It 
inquires into the nature of contovds and discords^ 
and enables us to find out the proportion betweem 
them by numbers. 

ASTRONOMY. 

Astronomy is that divine art, by which we are 
taught to read the wisdom, strength and beauty 
of the Almighty Creator, in those sacred pages 
the celestial hemisphere. Assisted by astronomy, 
we can observe the motions, measure the distan- 
ces, comprehend the magnitudes, and calculate 
the periods and eclipses, of the heavenly bodies. 
By it we learn the use of the globes, the system 
of the world, and the preliminary law of nature. 
While we are employed in the study of this sci- 
ence, we must perceive unparalleled instances of 
^sdom and goodness, and, through the whole 
creation, trace the Glorious Author by his works. 

Of the Moral Advantages of Qeometry. 

From this theme we proceed to illustrate the 
moral advantages of Geometry ; a subject on 
which the following observations may not be \xnr 
s^cceptable : 
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Geometry, the first and noblest of Ecicncc*, is 
the basis on which the superstructure of niaj^onry 
is erected. By geometry, wc may curiously 
trace nature, through her various windings, to her 
most concealed recesses. By it, we discover the 
power, the wisdom, and the goodnei^s, of the 
Grand Artificer of the Universe, and view with 
delight the proportions which connect this vast 
machine. By it we discover how the planets 
move in their different orbits, and demonstrate 
their various revolutions. "By it we account for 
the return of seaions, and the variety of scenes 
which each season displays to the discerning eye. 
Numberless Avorlds are around us, all framed by 
the same Divine Artist, which roll through the 
vast expanse, and are all conducted by the same 
unernng laws of nature. 

A survey of nature, and the observation of her 
beautiful proportions, first determined man to imi- 
tate the divine plan, and study symmetry and or- 
der. This gave rise to societies, and birth to eve- 
ry useful art. The architect began to design, and 
the plans which he laid down, being improved by 
experience and time, have produced works which 
are the admiration of every ago. 

The lapse of time, the ruthless hand of igno- 
rance, and the devastations of war, have laid 
waste and destroyed many valuable monument* 
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#f antiquity, on which the utmost etertions of hu-' 
man genius have been employed. Even the Tem- 
ple of Solomon, so spacious and magoifijcrent, and 
constructed by so many celebrated artists, escaped 
pot the unsparing ravage* of barbarous force. 
SFreemasonry, notwithstanding, has still survived. 
The attentive ear receives the sound from the irin 
structive tongue, and the mysteries of masonry 
are safely lodged iu the repository of faithful 
breasts^ Tools and implements of architecture are 
selected hy the fraternity, to imprint on the me- 
mory wise and serious truths ; and thus, through 
a succession of ages, are transmitted unimpaired 
the excellent tenets of our institution. 

Thus end the two sections of the second lecture, 
■which, with the ceremony used at opening and 
closing the lodge, comprehend the whole of the 
second degree of masonry. This lecture contain* 
a regular system of science, demonstrated on the 
clearest principles, and established on the firmest 
foundation. 

Charge at Initiation into the Second Degree* 
Brother, 

Being advanced Ito the second degree of ma- 
sonry, we congratulate you on your preferment. 
The internal, and not the external qualification* 
©f a man, are what ma'sonrj'^ regards. As you in- 
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crease in knowledge, you will improve in social 
intercourse. 

It is mmoccssary to recapitulate the duties which 
as a mason you are bound to discharge ; or en- 
large on the necessity of a strict adherence to 
them, as your own experience must have esta^- 
blisiied their vakie. 

Our laws and regulations you are strenuously 
to support ; and be always ready to assi.st in see- 
ing them duly executed. You are not to palliate, 
or aggravate, the oftVnces of your brethren ; but, 
in the decision of every trespass against our rules, 
j'ou are to judge with candour, admonish with 
friendship, and reprehend with justice. 

The study of the liberal arts, that valuable 
branch of education, which tends so effectually to 
polish and adorn the mind, is earnestly recom- 
mended to your consideration ; especially the 
science of geometry, which is established as the 
basis of our art. Geometry, or masonry, originally 
synonymous terms, being of a divine and moral 
nature, is enriched with the most useful know- 
ledge ; while it proves the wonderful properties 
of nature, it demonstrates the more important 
truths of morality. 

Your past behaviour and regular deportment 
have merited the honour which we have now con* 
ferred ; and in your new diaractcr it is expected 
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that you will conform to the principles of the or- 
der, by steadily persevering in the practice of every 
commendable virtue. 

Such is the nature of youf engagements as a 
fellow craft, and to these duties you are bound by 
thij most sacred ties. 



CHAPTER X. 

Remarks on the Third Degree. 

FROM this class the rulers of regular bodies of 
masons, in the first three degrees, are selected ; 
as it is only from those who are capable of giving 
instruction, that we can properly expect to receive 
it. The lecture of this degree, considered sepa- 
rately from the duties and ceremonies appertaining 
to the degree of presiding or past-master, is divided 
into three sections. 

The First Section. 

m 

The ceremony of initiation into the third degree 
is particularly specified in this branch of the lec- 
ture, and here many other useful instructions ^ltQ 
given. 

Such is the importance of this section, thait we 
may safely declare^ that the person who is unac; 
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quaintcd with it, is illy qualified to act as a ruler 
or governor of the work. 

The following passage of scripture is introduced 
during the ceremonies. 

ECCLESIASTES xii. 1 — 7. 

*' Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the 
years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no 
pleasure in them ; while the sun, or the light, or 
the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the 
clouds return after the rain : in the day when the 
keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong 
men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease 
because they are few, and those that look out of 
the windows be darkened ; and the doors shall be 
shut in the streets, when the sound of the grmding 
is low ; and he shall rise up at the voice of the 
bird ; and all the daughters of music shall be 
brought low: also when they shall be afraid of 
that which is high,- and fears shall be in the way, 
and the almond-tree shall flourish, and the grass- 
hopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail ; 
because man goeth to his long home, and the 
mourners go about the streets : or ever the silyer 
cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or 
the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel 
broken at the cistern : then shall the dust return 
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to the earth as it was ; and the spirit shall return 
unto God who gate it.'* 

The working tools of a master mason, which 
are illustrated in this section, are all the imple- 
ments of masonry indiscriminately, but more espe* 
cially the troweU 

The TROWEL is an instrument made use of by 
operative masons, to spread the cement which 
unites a building into one common mass ; but we, 
as free and accepted masons, are taught to make 
use of it for the more noble and glorious purpose 
of spreading the cement of brotherly love and af- 
fection ; that cement which unites us into one 
eacred band, or society of friends and brothers, 
among whom no contention should ever exist, but 
that noble contention, or rather emulation, of who 
best can work, or best agree. 

The Second Section. 

This section recites the historical traditions of 
the order, and presents to view a finished picture, 
of the utmost consequence to the fraternity. It 
exemplifies an instance of virtue, fortitude, and 
integrity, seldom equalled, and never excelled, in 
the history of man. 



( 
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Prayer at raising a Brother to the Sublime De- 
grce of a Master Mason. 

Thou, O God ! knowest our down-sitting and 
our up-rising, and understandest our thoughts afar 
off. Shield and defend us from the evil intentions 
of our enemies, and support us under the trials and 
afflictions we are destined to endure, while tra- 
veiling through this vale of tears* Man that is 
born of a woman, is of few days and full of trou- 
ble. He Cometh forth as a flower^ and is cut 
down ; he fleeth also as a shadow, and continu- 
eth not. Seeing -his days are determined^ the 
number of his months are with thee, thou hast ap- 
pointed his bounds that he cannot pass ; turn from 
him that he may rest, till he shall accomplish his 
day. For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down^ ' 
that it will sprout again, and that the tender branch 
thereof will not cease. But man dieth and wasteth 
away ; yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where 
is* he ? As the waters fail from the sea, and the 
flood decayeth and drieth up, so man lieth down^ 
and riseth not up till the heavens shall be no more. 
Yet, O Lord ! have compassion on the children of 
thy creation, administer them comfort in time of 
trouble, and save them with an everlasting sal- 
vation. 

Amen, So mote it be. 
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The Third Section. 

The third section illustrates certain hieroglyphi- 
cal emblems^ and inculcates many useful lessons^ 
to extend knowledge, and promote virtue. 

In this branch of the lecture, many particulars- 
relative to king .SoIomon^s temple are considered. 

The construction of this grand edifice was at- 
tended with two remarkable circumstances. From 
Josephus we learn,, that although seven years w^re 
occupied in building it, yet during the whole term 
it rained not in the day time, that the workmen 
might not be obstructed in their labour : and from 
sacred history it appears^ that there was neither 
the sound of the hammer,, nor axe, nor any tool of 
iron, heard in the house,, while it was in building. 

This famous fabric was supported by fourteen 
hundred and fifty-three columns, and two thousand 
nine hundred and six pilasters ; all hewn from the 
finest Parian marble. There were employed, in 
its building three grand masters ; three thousand 
and three hundred masters, or overseers of the 
work ; eighty thousand fellow crafts ; and seventy 
thousand entered apprentices, or bearers of bur- 
thens; All these were classed and arranged in such 
ft manner by the wisdom of Solomon, that neither 

envy, discord nor confusion were suffered to ia^ 

G 2 - 
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terrupt that universal peace and tranquillity, which 
pervaded the world at this important period. 

THE POT OF INCENSE 

Is an emblem of a pure heart, which is alwa3rs 
an acceptable sacrifice to the Deity ; and, as this 
glows with fer\'ent heat, so should our hearts con- 
tinually glow with gratitude to the great and be- 
neficent Author of our existence, for the manifold 
blessings and comforts we enjoy. 

THE BEE-HIVE 

Is an emblem of industry, and recommends the 
practice of that virtue to all created beings, from 
the highest seraph in heaven, to the lowest reptile 
of the dust. It teaches us, that, as we came into 
the world rational and intelligent beings, so we 
should ever be industrious ones ; never sitting down 
contented while our fellow-creatures around us are 
in want, when it is in our power to relieve them, 
without inconvenience to ourselves. 

When we take a survey of nature, ^Ve view 
man, in his infancy, more helpless and indigent 
than the brutal creation ; he lies languishing for 
days, months and years, totally incapable of pro- 
viding sustenance for himself, of guarding against 
the attack of the wild beasts of the field, or shcV- 
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tering himself from (he inclemencies of the wea- 
ther. 

It might have pleased the great Creator- of hea- 
ven and earth to have made man independent of 
all other beings ; but, as dependence is one of the 
strongest bonds of society, mankind were made 
dependent on each other for protection and secu- 
rity, as they thereby enjoy better opportunities of 
fulfilling the duties of reciprocal love and friend- 
ship. Thus was man formed for social and active 
life, the noblest part of the work of God ; and he 
that will so demean himself as not to be endea- 
vouring to add to the common stock of knowledge 
and understanding, may be deemed a drone in the 
hive of nature, a useless member of society, and 
unworthy of our protection as masons. 

THE POOK OF CONSTITUTIONS, GUARDED BY 

THE TYLER'S SWORD, 

Reminds us that we should be ever watchful 
and guiarded, in our thoughts, words and actions, 
particularly when before the enemies of masonry ; 
ever bearing in remembrance those truly masonic 
virtues, silencQ and circumspection. 

THE SWORD, POINTING TO A NAKED HEART, 

Demonstrates that justice will sooner or later 
overtake us ; and although oiir thoughts, words. 
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and actions, may be hidden from the eyes of man^ 
yet that . 

ALL-SEEING EYE, 

Whom the SuN, MoON and Stars obey, and 
under whose watchful care even Comets perform 
tlieir stupendous revokitions, pervades the inmost 
recesses of the human heart, and wuU reward us 
according to our merits- 

THE ANCHOR AND ARK 

Arecmblemsof a well-grounded ^ojoe,nnda well*- 
spent life. They are emblematical of that divine 
ark which safely wafts us over this tempestuous 
sea of troubles, and that anchor which shall safely 
moor us in a peaceful harbour, where the wicked 
cease from troubling, and the weary shall find 
rest. 

The Forty-seventh Problem oj Euclid.^ 

This was an invention of our ancient friend and 
brother, the great Pythagoras, who, in his travels 
through Asia, Africa, and Europe, was initiated 

• TiiEORF.M.] — ^In any rigbt-angkd triangle^ the nqiiare 
which is dtscrlbed iipOo the side subtending the right angle, 
is equal to the squares described upoa the sides which con- 
tain the right Itugle. 

Fuclid, lib. i.j>rop. 47*. 
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into several orders of priesthood, and raised to the 
sublime degree of a master mason. This wise 
philosopher enriched his mind abundantly in a ge- 
neral knowledge of things, and more especially ia 
geometry or masonry ; on this subject he drew 
out many problems and theorems, and amongst 
the most distinguished, he erected this, which, in 
the joy of his heart, he cMed^ Eureka, in the Gre- 
cian language signifying, / have found it; and 
upon the discovery of which, he i» said to have 
aacrificed a hecatomb. It teaches masons to be 
general lovers of the arts and sciences* 

THE HOUR-GLASS 

Is an emblem of human life; behold! how 
swiftly the sands run, and how rapidly our lives 
are drawing to a close. We cannot without asto- 
nishment behold the little particles which are 
contained in this machine, how they pass away 
almost imperceptibly, and yet, to our surprise, in 
the short space of an hour they are all exhausted. 
Thus wastes man ! to-day, he puts forth the ten- 
der leaves of hope; to-morrow, blossoms, and 
bears his blushing honours thick upon him ; the 
next day comes a frost, which nips the shoot, and 
when he thinks his greatness is still aspiring, h^ 
falls, like autumn leaves, to enrich our mother 
cartbu 
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THE SCYTHE 

Is an emblem of time, which cuts the brittle 
thread of life, and launches us into eternity. — ^Be- 
hold ! what havoc the scythe of time makes 
among the human race ; if by chance we should 
escape the numerous evils incident to childhood 
and youth, and with health and vigour arrive to 
the years of manhood, yet withal we must soon 
be cut down by the all-devouring scythe of time, 
and be gathered into the land where our fathers 
are gone before us. 

THE THREE STEPS, 

Usually delineated upon the master's carpet, 
are emblematical of the three principal stages of 
human life, viz. youth, manhood, and age. In 
youth, as entered apprentices, we ought industri- 
ously to occupy our minds in the attainment of 
useful knowledge : in manhood, as fellow crafts, 
we should apply our knowledge to the discharge 
of our respective duties to God, our neighbours, 
and ourselves ; that so in age, as master masons, 
we may enjoy the happy reflections consequent on 
a well-spent life, and die in the hope of a glorious 
immortality. 
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Charge at Initiation into the Third Degree. 
Brother, 

Your zeal for the institution of masonrj', the 
progress you have made in the mystery, and your 
conformity to our regulations, have pointed you 
out as a proper object of our favour and esteem. 

You are now bound by duty, honour, and gra- 
titude, to be faithful to your trust ; to support the 
dignity of your character on every occasion ; and 
to enforce, by precept and example, obedience to 
the tenets of the order. 

In the character of a master mason, you are 
authorised to correct the errors and irregularities 
of your uninformed brethren, and to guard them 
against a breach of fidelity. To preserve the re- 
putation of the fraternity unsullied, must be your 
constant care ; and for this purpose it is your pro- 
vince to recommend to your inferiors^ obedience 
and submission ; to your equals, courtesy and 
affabilit}!^ to your superiors, kindness and con- 
descension. Universal benevolence you are al- 
ways to inculcate; and, by the regularity of 
your own behaviour, afford the best example for 
the conduct of others less informed. The ancient 
landmarks of the order, entrusted to your care, 
you are carefully to preserve ; and never suffer 
them to be infringed, or countenance a deviation 
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from the established usages and customs of the 
frattrnity. 

Your virtue, honour, and reputation, are con- 
cerned in supporting with dignity the character 
you now bear. Let no motive, therefore,^ make 
you swerve from your duty, violate your vows, or 
betray your trust; but be true and faithful, and imi- 
tate the example of that celebrated artist whom 
you this evening represent. Thus you will render 
yourself deserving of the honour which we have 
conferred, and merit the confidence that we have 
reposed. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Remarks on the Fourth, or Mark Master Ma^ 

soTh^s Degree. 

THIS degree of masonry was not less useful in 
its original institution, nor are its effects less be- 
neficial to mankind, than those which pfecede it. 

By the influence of this degree, each operative 
mason, at the erection of the temple of Solomon, 
was known and distinguished by the Senior Grand 
Warden. 

By its effects the disorder and confusion that 
might otherwise hav6 attended so immense an 
undertaking was completely prevented ; and not 
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t)nly tlie craftsmen themselvee, who were eighty 
thousand in number, but every part of their work- 
manship, was discriminated with the greatest 
nicety, and the utmost facility. If defects were 
found, by the help of this degree the overseers 
=were enabled without diflBculty to ascertain who 
^vas the faulty workman: so that all deficiencies 
might be remedied, without injuring the credit,.or 
diminishing the reward, of the industrious and 
faithful of the craft. 

Charge to he read at Opening the Lodge^ 

" Wherefore, brethren, lay aside all malice, and 
guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil 
•speakings. 

'^ If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gra- 
cious, to whom coming as unto a living stone, dis- 
. allowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and 
precious ; ye also, as living stones, be ye built up 
. a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to oflfer up 
sacrifices acceptable to God. 

** Wherefore, also, it is contained in the scrip- 
tures. Behold, I lay in Zion, for a foundation, a 
tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foun- 
dation ; he that believeth shall not make haste to 
pass It over. Unto you, therefore, which believe, 
it is an honour ; and even to them which be dis* 
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obedient^ the stone which the builders disallowed^ 
the same is made the head of the corner. 

'* Brethren, this is the will of God, that with 
well-doing ye put to silence the ignorance of fool- 
ish men. As free, and not using your liberty for 
a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of 
God. Honour all men, love tl^e brotherhood, fear 
God.'» 

REMARKS ON THE FOURTH LECTURE. 

The First Section. 

The first section explains the manner of convo- 
eating and opening a mark-master^s lodge. It 
teaches the stations and duties of the respective 
officers, and recapitulates the mystic ceremony of 
introducing a candidate. 

In this section is exemplified the regularity and 
good order that was observed by the craftsmen on 
Mount Libanus, and in the plains and quarries of 
Zeredathah, and ends with a beautiful display of 
the manner in which one of the principal events 
originated, which characterises this degree. 

The Second Section. 

In the second section the mark-master is parti- 
cularly Instructed in the origin and history of this 
degr€e^ and the indispensable obligations he is un- 
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der to stretch forth his assisting hand to the relief 
of an indigent and worthy brother, to a certain 
and specified extent. 

The progress made in architecture, particularly 
in the reign of Solomon, is remarked ; the num- 
ber of artists employed in building the temple of 
Jerusalem, and the privileges they enjoyed, are 
specified ; the mode of rewarding merit, and of 
punishing the ' guilty, are pointed out ; and the 
marks of distinction, which were conferred on our 
ancient brethren, as the rewards of excellence, arc 
named. 

In the course of the lecture, the following text» 
of scripture are introduced, and explained, viz. 

Rev. of St. John, ii. 1 7. — ^To him that over- 
cometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, 
and will give him a white stone, and in the stone 
a new name written, which no man knoweth sav- 
ing him that receiveth it. 

2 Chron. ii. 16. — ^And we will cut wood out of 
Lebanon, as much as thou shalt need ; and we 
will bring it to thee in floats by sea to Joppa, and 
thbu shalt carry it up to Jerusalem. 

Psalm cxviii. 22.— -The stone which the build- 
ers refused, is become the head stone of the cor^ 
ner» 
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MatU xxi. 42» — Did ye never read in the scrrp^ 
tures. The stone which the builders rejected, is be- 
come the head of the corner ? 

Mark xii, 10.— And have ye not read this scrip- 
ture. The stone which the builders rejected, is be- 
come the head of the corner ? 

Luke XX. 17. — What is this, then, that is writ- 
ten,. The stone which the builders rejected, is be- 
come the head of the corner ? 

Acts iv. 11. — ^This is the stone which was set 
at nought of you, builders, which is become thf 
head of the corner. 

Rev. iii. 13.— He that hath an ear to hear, let 
him hear. . 

Ezekiel xliv. 1 — 3 & 6. — ^Then he brought me 
back the way of the gate of the outward sanctua- 
ry, which looketh toward the east, and it wai 
shut. Then said the Lord unto me. This gate 
shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no matt 
shall enter in by it ; because the Lord, the Qod of 
Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall b^ 
shut. It is for the prince ; the prince he shall sit 
in it to eat bread before the Lord ; he shall enter 
by the way of the porch of that gate, and shall go 
out by the way of the same, jlnd the Lord said 
unto me. Son of man, mark well, and behold with 
thine eyesy and hear with thine ears, all that I say 
unto thee concerning all the ordinances of the 
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house of the Lord^ and all the laws thereof ; and 
mark well the entering inof the housej with every 
going forth of the sanctuary. 

The working tools of a mark-master are the 
ehisel and mallet. 

The chisel morally denwnstrates the advanta- 
ges of discipline and education. The mind^ like 
the diamond in its original state^ is rude and un- 
polished ; but, as the effect of the chisel on the 
external coat sodn presents to view the latent 
beauties of the diamond, so education discovers the 
latent virtues of the mind, and draws them forth 
to range the large field of matter and space, to 
display the summit of human knowledge, our duty 
to God and to man. 

The mallet morally teaches to correct irregula- 
rities, and to reduce man to a proper level ; so 
that, by quiet deportment, he may, in the school 
of discipline, learri to be content. What the mal- 
let is to the workman, enlightened reason is^ to 
the passions : il curbs ambition, it depresses eHvy, 
it moderates anger, and it encourages good dispo* 
sitions ; whence arises, among good masons, that 
comely order, 

** Which nothing^ earthty gives, or can destroy — 

** The soors ealm sunshine, and the heart-feU joy.^' ' - 

H i 
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Charge to be delivered when a candidate is ad^ 
vanced to the Fourth Degree^ 

*« Brother, 

^^I congratulate you on having been thought 
worthy of being promoted to this honourable de* 
gree of masonry. Permit me to impress it ou; 
your mind^ that your assiduity should ever be 
commensurate with your duties, which, become 
more and more extensive as you advance in ma- 
sonry. 

*^ The situa.tion to which you are now promot* 
ed will draw upon you not only the scrutinizing' 
eyes of the world at large, but those also of your 
brethren, on whom this degree of masonry ha» 
not been conferred : all will be justified in ex- 
pecting your conduct and behaviour to be such as 
may with safety be imitated. 

*^ In the honourable character of mark-master 
mason, it is more particularly your duty to endeiEi- 
vour to let your conduct in the world, as well a£h 
in the lodge and among your brethren, be such 
as may stand the test of the Grand Over8eer'» 
square, that you may not, like the unfinished and 
imperfect work of the negligent and unfajthful of 
foi-mer times, be rejected ai)d thrown aside, as un« ' 
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Itt for tliat spiritual building, that house not miade 
with hands^ eternal in the^ heavens. 

** While such is your conduct, should misfor- 
tunes assail you, should friends forsake you, should- 
envy traduce your good name, and' malice perse- 
cute yoti; yet may you have confidence, that* 
among markrmaster masons^,^ you will find friends 
who will adnjinister relief tb your distresses, and- 
comfort your afflictions ;: ever bearing in mind, as^ 
a consolation under all the frowns of fortune, and- 
fts an encouragement to hope for better prospects^ 
that the stone, which the. builders rejected (pos-^ 
sessing mierits to thefn unknown) became the 
chief stone of the eomer^' 

Previous to closing tJie Lodge, the folloiving: 

Parable is recited, 

MATTHEW, XX* 1 — 16i 

^^For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
Ttian that is tin householder, which went out ear- 
ly in the morning to hire labourers into his vine- 
yard. And when he had agreed with the labour- 
ers for a penny a day> he sent them into his vine- 
yard. And he went out about the third hour, and 
saw others standing idle in the. market place, and- 
said unto them. Go ye also into the vineyard, and: 
whatsoever is right I will- give yoiu And they, 
went their way. Again he went* out about the 
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sixth and ninth hour^ and did likewkeJ And 
about the eleventh hour^ he went out, and found 
others standing idle, and saith unto them. Why 
stand ye here all the day idle ? They say unto 
him. Because no man hath hired us. He saith un- 
to them. Go ye also into the vineyard, and what- 
soever is right, that shall ye receive* So when; 
even was come, the lord of the vine3rard saith un- 
to his steward. Call the labourers, and give then» 
their hire,- beginning from the last unto the firsts 
And when they came that were hired about the 
eleventh hour, they received every man a penny* 
But when the first came, they supposed that they 
should have received more, and they likewise, re- 
ceived every man a penny. And when they had 
received it, they murmured against the good man 
of the house, saying. These last have wrought but 
one hour, and thou hast made them equal untous^ 
which have borne the burthen and heat of the 
day. But he answered one of them, and said> 
Friend, I do thee no wrong : didst thou not agree 
with me for a penny ? Take that thine is, and 
go thy way ; I will give unto this last even as 
unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to do what I 
will with mine own ? Is thine eye evil because i 
am good P So the last shall be first, and the first 
last ; for many be called^ but few chosen," 
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The ceremony of closing a lodge in this degree, 
when properly conducted, is peculiarly interesting. 
It assists in strengthening the social affections ; it 
teaches us the duty we owe to our brethren in 
particular, and the whole family of mankind in ge- 
neral ; by ascribing praise to the meritorious, and 
dispensing rewards to the diligent and industrious. 

The following Song is sung during the Closing 

Ceremony. 

I. 

MARK MASTERS, all appear 
Before the Chief O'erseer j 

In concert move j 
Let him your work inspect^ 
For the Chief Architect, 
If there is no defect. 

He wiU approve... 

IL 
Those who have passM tUe Square, 
For your rewards prepare, 

Joip heart and hand ; 
Each with his mark in view, 
March with the just and true ; 
Wages to yqvL are due, 

At your command. 

III. 

Hiram, the widow's sod, 
Sent unto Solomon 
Our great Vey-stone |^ 
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On it appcai'B the name 
Which raises high the fame 
Of all to whom the Bamc 
Is truly known. 

IV. 
Now to the westward move, 
Where, full of strength and lore, 

Ilirani doth stand •, 
But if impostors are 
Mix'd with the worthy thcrcr^ 
Caution them to beware 

O/the right hand^ 

V. 

Now to the praise of those 
Who triumphed o'er the foe% 

Of mason*s art; 
To the praiseworthy three, 
Who founded this degree : 
May all their virtues be 

Deep in oiir hearts. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Observations on the Degree of Present or Past 

Master. 

THIS degree should be carefully studied, and 
well understood, by every master of a lodge. It 
treats of the government of our society ; the dis- 
position of our rulers ; and ilkistrates their requi- 
site qualifications. It includes the ceremony of 
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cpening and closing lodges in the several precede 
ing degrees ; and also the forms of installation and 
consecration, in the grand lodge, as well as pri- 
vate lodges. It comprehends the ceremonies at 
laying the foundation stones of public buildings, 
and also at dedications and at funerals, hy a vari- 
ety of particulars explanatory of those ceremo- 
aies. 

REMARKS ON THE FIFTH LECTURE. 

The First Section. 

Of the Manner of Constituting a Lodge of Mas- 
ter Masons. 

Any number of master masons, not under seveai, 
desirous of forming a new lodge, must apply, by 
petition, to the grand lodge of the state in which 
they reside, setting forth, ** That they are free and 
accepted master masons ; that they are at present, 
or have been, members of regular lodges ; that, 
having the prosperity of the fraternity at heart, 
they are willing to exert their best endeavours to 
promote and diffuse the genuine principles of ma- 
sonry ; that, for the conveniency of their respec- 
tive dwellings, and for other good reasons, they 
are desirous of forming a new lodge, in the town 

of.. ...., to be named .......; that, 

'm consequence of this desire, they pray for letters 
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of dispensation^ or a warrant of conftthution, ta 
empower them to assemble, as a legal lodge, to 
discharge the duties of masonry, in a regular and 
constitutional manner, according to the original 
forms of the order, and the regulations of the grand 
lodge. That they have nominated and do recom- 
mend A B to be the first master ; C D to be 
the first senior warden, and £ F to be the first 
junior warden, of the said lodge : that, if the pra}'- 
-er of the petition should be granted, they promise 
A strict conformity to all the constitutional laws 
and regulations of the grand lodge." 

This petition, being signed by at least seven 
regular masons, and recommended by a lodge or 
lodges adjacent to the place where the new lodge 
is to be holden, is delivered to the grand secretaiy^ 
who lays it before the grand lodge. 

If the petition meets the approbation of the 
grand lodge, they .generally order a dispensatioa 
to be issued, which is signed by the grand or de- 
puty grand master, and authorises the petitioners 
to assemble as a legal lodge, for a certain speci- 
fied term of time. 

In some jurisdictions, the grand and deputy 
grand masters, respectively, are invested with au- 
thority to grant dispensations, at pleasure, duruig 
the recess of the grand lodge ; in others, they are 
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never issued without the special direction of the 
grand lodge. 

Lodges working under dispensations are consi- 
dered merely as agents of the grand lodge ; their 
presiding officers are not entitled to the rank of 
past masters ; their officers are ndt privileged with 
a vote or veice in the grand lodge ; they cannot 
change their officers without the special approba- 
tion and appointment of the grand lodge ; and in 
case of the cessation of such lodges, their funds, 
jewels, and other property accumulated by initia- 
tions into the several degrees, become the proper- 
ty of the grand lodge, and must be delivered over 
to the grand treasurer. 

When lodges that are atfirst instituted by dispen- 
sation, have passed a proper term of probation, they 
make application to the grand lodge for a charter 
of constitution, If'this be obtained, they are then 
confirmed in the possession of their property, and 
possess all the rights and privileges of regularly 
constituted lodges, as long as they conform to the 
constitutions of masonry- 
After a charter i& granted by the grand lodge, 
the grand master appoints a day and hour for con- 
stituting and consecrating the new lodge, and for 
installing its master, wardens, and other officers. 
If the grand master, in person, attends the ce- 
remony, the lodge is said to be constituted in am- 
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pie form ; if the deputy grand master only^ it is 
said to be constituted in due form; but if the 
power of performing the ceremony is vested in a 
subordinate lodge^ it is said to be constituted in 
form. 

When charters of constitution are granted for 
places where the distance is so great as ta render 
it inconvenient for the grand officers to attend ; 
the grand master, or his deputy, issues a written 
instrument under his hand and private seal, to 
some worthy present or past master, with full 
power to conjugate, constitute and install the peti- 
tioners. 

Ceremony qf Constitution and Consecration. 

On the day and hour appointed, the grand ma^ 
ter and his officers meet in a convenient room, 
near to that in which the lodge to be constituted 
is assembled, and open the grand lodge in tbe 
three degrees of masonry* 

The officers of the new lodge are to be exa- 
mined by the deputy grand master, after which 
they return to their lodge. 

The new lodge then sends a messenger to the 
grand master with the following message, viz* 
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'* Most Worshipful, 

'^The dHcers and brethren of •...• Lodge^ 

who are now assembled at , have mstruct- 

ed me to inform you, that the most worshipful 
grand lodge [or grand master] was pleased to 
grant thero a letter of dispensation, bearing date 
the day of .k , in the year , author- 
ising them to form and open a lodge of free and 

accepted masons, in the town of ; that sinde 

that period they have regularly assembled, and 
conducted the business of masonry according to 
the best of their abilities; that their proceedings 
having received the approbation of the M. W. 
grand lodge, they have obtained a charter of con- 
stitution, and are desirous that their lodge should 
be consecrated, and their officers installed, agree- 
ably to the ancient usages and customs of the 
craft ; for which purpose they are now met, and 
await the pleasure of the most worshipful Grand 
Master." . • 

He then returns to his iodg^ who prepare for 
the reception of the grand lodge. When notice 
is given that they are prepared, the grand lodge 
walk in procession to their halL When the grand 
master enters, the grand honours are given by the 
new lodge; the officers of which resign their 
seats to the grand officers, and take their several 
stations on the left 
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The necessary cautions are then given^ and aUj 
excepting masters and past masters of lodgieF^ are 
requested to retire until the roaster oC the new 
lodge is placed in the chair of Solomon. He is 
then bound to the faithful performance of his trust, 
and invested with the characteristics of the chair. 
Upon due notice, the grand ^)arshal reconducis 
the brethren into the hall, and all take their places, 
except the members of the new lodge,, who form 
a procession on one side of the hall, to salute their 
master. As they advance, the grand master ad- 
dresses them, " Brethren, behold your muster /" 
As they pass, they make the proper salutation; 
and when they have all passed, he joins th£m, 
and takes his appropriate station. 

A grand procession is then formed, in the fol* 
lowing order,. viz. 

Tyler, with a Drawn- Swordj ; . 
^^ J. Twa Stewards, with White Rods,. 

Entered Apprentices, 

Fellow Crafts, 

Master Masons, 

! - - I . Stewards, ^.. ., 

Junior Deacons, 

Senior Deacons,. 

Secretaries, , 

Treasurers, 

Past Wardens,, 
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Junior Wardens^ 

Senior Wardens^ 

Past Masters, ^ 

Royal Arch Masonvj 

Knights Templars, 

Masters of Lodges* 

The New Lodge. 

Tyler, with a Drawn Sword, 

Stewards, with White Rods, 

Entered Apprentices, 

Fellow Crafts, 

Master Masons, 

Deacons, 

Secretary and Treasurer, 

Two Brethren carrying the Lodge,* 

Junior and Senior Wardens, 

The Holy Writings, carried by the Oldesl 

Member, not lii Office, 

The Master, 

' Music. 

The Grand Lodge. 

Grand Tyler, with a Drawn Sword, 

Grand Stewards, with White Rods, 

A Brother, carrying a Golden Vessel of Corn,f 

Two Brethren, carrying Silver Vessels, oiie of 

Wine, the other of Oil, 
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Grand Secretaries^ 

Grand Treasurer, 

A Burning Taper, borne by a Past Master^. 

A Past Master, bearing the Holy Writings,. 

Square and Compass, supported by 

two Stewards with Rods, 

Two Burning Tapers, borne by two Past 

Masters,. 

Clergy and Orator,. 

The Tuscan and Composite Orders, 

The Doric, Ionic and Corinthian Orders,., 

Past Grand Wardens, 

Past Deputy Grand Masters,^ 

Past Grand Masters, . 

The Globes,. 

Junior and Senior Grand Wardens, 

Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master, 

The Master of the Oldest Lodge, carrying the 

Book of Constitutions, 

The M. W. Grand Master, 

The Grand Deacons, on a libe seven feet apart,« 

on the Right and Left of the Grand 

Master, with Black Rods, 

Grand Sword Bearer, with a Drawn Sword,, 

Two Stewards,. with WhitexRods, 

The whole procession moves on to the church',, 
or bouse where the services are to^be performed*. 
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When the front; of the procession arrives at the 
door^ they halt^ open to the right and left^ and' 
face inward, while the grand master^ «nd others 
in succession, pass through and enter the house. 

A platform is erected hi front of the pulpit^ and 
provided with seats for the accommodation of the 
grand officers. 

The bible, square and compass^ and book of 
constitutions^ are placed upon a table^ in front of^ 
the grand master ;^ the lodge is pkced in the cen- 
tre, upon the platform, covered with white satin,. 
or linen, and encompassed by the three tapers,. 
and the vessels of corn^ wine and oil. 

A piece of music is performed,, and the public 
services* commence with prayer. An oration, or 
sermon,. upon the design and principles of the in- 
stitution, is then delivered by the grand chaplain,- 
or some one appointed for that purpose, which is 
succeeded by a piece of music 

The grand marshal then directs the officers and; 
members of the new lodge to* form in front of the; 
grand master. The deputy grand master addre*» 
ses the grand master, as follows*: 

*' Most Worshipful,. 

"A number of brethren, duly instructed in the 
mysteries of masonry, having assembled together>^ 
at stated periods, for some time past, by virtue of. 
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a dispensation granted them for that purpose^ do 
now desire to be vonstituted into a regular lodge, 
agreeably to the ancient usages and custoins of 
the fraternity." 

Their secretary then delivers the dispensation 
and records to the master elect, who presents 
them to the grand master. 

The grand master examines the records, and if 
they are found correct, proclaims, 

** The records appear to be properly entered, 
and are approved. Upon due deliberation, the 
grand lodge have granted the brethren of this new 
lodge a charter, confirming them in the rights 
and privileges of a regularly constituted lodges 
which the grand secretary will now read*" 

After the charter is read, the grand master then 
says, 

" We shall now proceed, according to ancient 
usage, to constitute these brethren into a regular 
lodge." 

Whereupon the several officers of the new 
lodge deliver up their jewels and badges to their 
master, who presents them, with his own, to the 
deputy grand master, and he to the grand mas- 
ter. 

The deputy grand master now presents the 
master elect of the new lodge ie the grand nma- 
ter, saying. 
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^' Most Worshipful, 

" I present you brother , vvhom the mem- 
bers of the lodge now to be conetituted have chos- 
en for their master.*' * 

The grand master asks them if they remain sa- 
tisfied with their choice. (They how in token of 
assent) 

The master then presents, severally, his war- 
dens, and other officers, naming them and their 
respective offices. The grand master asks the 
brethren if they remain satisfied with each and 
all of them. (They boxv as before,) 

The officers and members of the new lodge 
then' form in the broad aisle, in front of the grand 
master; and ^e business of consecration com- 
mences^ with solemn music. 

Ceremony of Consecration* 

The grand master, nUended by the grand offi- 
cers, and the grand chaplain, form themselves iu 
order, round the lodge, which is then uncovered. 
All devoutly kneeling, the first clause of the con- 
secration prayer is rehearsed, as follows, viz. 

** Great Architect of the Universe ! Maker and 
R;Uer of all Worlds ! deign, fi-om thy celestial 
temple, from realn^ of light and glory^ to bless ua 
ia all the purposes of our present assembly I 
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'* We humbly invoke thee to give ufi, at thii 
and at all times^ xvisdom in all our doings, strength 
of mind in all our difficulties, and the beauty of 
harmony in all our communications ! 

'^ Permit us, O thou Author of Light and Life, 
great Source of Love and Happiness, to ereet this 
lodge, and now solemnly to consecrate it to the 
honour of thy glory !" 

^^ Glory he to God on high.^ 
[Response by the Brethren.] 

<' As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be ! AmenJ*^ 

During the response, the deputy grand master, 
and the grand wardens, take the vessels of corn, 
wine, and oil, and sprinkle the elements* of conse- 
cration upon the lodge. 

[The grand chaplain then continues ;] ' 

** Grant, O Lord our God, that those who are 
now about to be invested^ with the govemmeiit of 
this lodge, may be endued with wisdom to in- 
struct their brethren in all their duties. May 
brotherly love, relief and truth, always prevail 
amongst the members of this lodge ; and may 
this bond of union continue to strengthen the 
lodges throughout the world ! 

" Bless all our brethren, wherever dispersed : 
and grant speedy relief to all who are either o(h 
pressed or di$tr^s$ed« 
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" We affectionately commend to thee all the 
members of thy whole family. May they in- 
crease in the knowledge of thee, and in the love 
of each other. 

V ** Finally : M5ay we finish; all our work here iJe- 
lowj with thine approbation ; and then have our 
transition from this earthly abode to thy heavenly 
temple above, there to enjoy light, glory and 
bliss, ineffable and eternal ! 

'« Glory be to God on high /" 
[Response by the brethren.] 
** j4s it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be ! 

^^ Amen ! so mote it be ! Amen /" 
Then succeeds ^lemn music, while the lodge 
is covered. The grand chaplain then Dedicates 
the lodge, in the following terms : 

« To the memory of HOLY SAINT JOHN, we 
dedicate this lodge'. May every brother revere his 
character, and imitate his virtues. 

*^ Glory be to God on high /^» 
[Response.] 
*' As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be,' world without end ! 

*' Amen ! so mote it be ! Amen /'* 
A piece of music is then performed, whilst the 
brethren of the new lodge advance in procession, 
to salute the grand lodge, with their hands crossed 
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upon their breasts, and bowing as they pass. They 
then take their places, and stand as they were. 

The grand master then rises, and const itutes thf 
new lodge in the form following : 

^ In the name of the most worshipful grand 
lodge, I now constitute and form you, my goo4 
brethren, into a lodge of free and accepted ma- 
sons. From henceforth 1 empower you to act as 
a regular lodge, constituted in conformity to the 
rites of our order, and the charges of our ancient 
and honourable fraternity ; and may the Supreme 
Architect of the Universe prosper, direct and comi- 
sel you in all your doings.*' 

[Response by all the brethren..] 
"5o mote it be!'\ 

The ceremony of installation th£n succeedSk 

Second Section. 

Ceremony of Installation. 

The grand master* asks his deputy, ** Whether 
he has examined the master nominated in the 
warrant, and finds him well skilled in the noUe 
«:ience and the royal art ?" The deputy, im- 

''^ In thin, and other similar instances, where the g^rand 
Minster is specified in actincf, may be understood any maater . 
nl»o ppj-fomis the rrremoBy. 
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^wering in the. affirmative^^ by the grand master's 
order^ takes the candidate from among his fellows^ 
and presents him at the pedesrtal^ sayings ^ Most 
worshipful grand master, I present my worthy 
brother, A B, to be installed master of this new 
lodge. I find him to be ^ good morals, and of 
great skill, true and trusty ; and as he is a lover 
of the whole fraternity, wheresoever dispersed 
over the face of the earth, I doubt not that he will 
discharge his duty with fidelity,'* 

The grand master then addresses him : 
** Brother, 

*' Previous to your investiture, it is necessary 
that you should signify your assent to those an- 
•Gient charges and regulations which point out the 
4uty of a master of a lodge.^ 

The grand master then reads, or orders to be 
read, a summary of the ancient charges, to the 
master elect, as follows, viz. 

^^ L You agree to be a good man and true, 
^md strictly to obey the moral law, . 

^ IL You agree to be a peaceable subject, and 
cheerfully to confotm to the laws of the countiy 
in which you reside. 

* A priTate examination Sa wuientood to precede tbc in* 
-fttoliation of ei^ery officer. 
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'^ III. You promise not to be concerned in plots 
and conspiracies against government^ but patient- 
ly to submit to the decisions of the supreme legls- 
lature« 

" IV. You agree to pay a proper respect to the 
civil magistrate^ to work diligently^ live creditably^ 
and act honourably by all men« 

^ V. You agree to hold in veneration the origi- 
nal rulers and patrons of the order of masoniy^ 
and their regular successors, supreme and subordi* 
nate^ according to their stations ; and to submit 
to the awards and resolutions of your brethren 
when convened, in every case consistent with the 
constitutions of the order. 

** VI. You agree to avoid private piques aiid 
quarrels^ and to guard against intemperance and 
excess. ,^ 

** VII. You agree to be cautious in carriage 
and behaviour, courteous to your brethren, and 
faithful to your lodge. 

** VIII. You promise to respect genuine breth- 
ten, and to discountenance impostors, and all dis- 
senters from the original plan of masonry. 

" IX, You agree to promote the general good 
of society, to cultivate the social virtues, and to 
propagate the knowledge of the art. ' 

<* X. You promise to pay homage to the grand 
waster for the time being, and to his officers when 
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duly installed ; and strictly to conform to every 
edict of the gra>d lodge, or general assembly of 
masons, that is not subversive of the principles and 
ground-work of masonry. 

^' XL You admit that it is not in the power of 
any man, or body of men, to make innovations in 
the body of masonry. 

'* XII. You promise a regular attendance on 
the committees and communications of the grand 
lodge, on receiving proper notice ; and to pay at^ 
tention to all the duties of masonry, on convenient 
occasions* 

^* XIII. You admit that no new lodge shall be 
formed without permission of the grand lodge ; 
and that no countenance be given to any irregu- 
lar lodge, or to any person clandestinely initiated 
therein, being contrary to the ancfent charges of 
the order. 

*^ XIV. You admit that na person can be re- 
gularly made a masoa in, or admitted a member 
of, any regular lodge, without previous notice, 
and due inquiry into his character* 

** XV. You agree that no visitors shall be re- 
ceived into your lodge without due examination, 
and producing proper vouchers of their having 
been initiated in a regular lodge."* 

[* As the curious reader may wish to know the ancient 
charges that were used on this occasion, we shall here insert 
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These are the regulations of free and accepted 
masons. 

The grand master then addresses the master 
elect in the following manner : " Do you submit 
to these charges^ and promise to support these re- 
gulations^ as masters have done in all ages before 

them verbatim as tliey arc contained in a MS. in possession 

of the Lod«^e of Antiquity in London, written in the reign 

of James the Second. 

** ********* And Jitrtltermorey at diverse a$sembiiesy have heeti 

jrnt and ordained diverse crqfiies by the best advise qf magistrai%s 
sindfellowes. 

** Every man that is a mason take good heed to these ekargm 
f wee pray J that if any manjind himse^fe guilty of any qf these 
charges, that he may amend himse\fey or prindpaUu for dread of 
Cod you that be charged to take good heed that you keepe ail these 
charges wellfjor it is a great evillfor a man to forswear Hma^ft 
upon a book. 

*' Thefrst charge is, That yee shall be true men to God and 
the holy Church, and to use no -error or heresie by your tdicbi^ 
standing, and by wise men's teaching. 

** AUso, secondly, yee sfiall be true one to another, fthat i» <# 
say J every mason qfthe crqft that is mason aU&wed, yee akatt do» 

m 

to him as yee would be done unto yourseffe, 

" Thirdly, And yee shaU keepe truely all the counseUthat 
ought to be kept in the way qfmasonhood, and all the couneeU ^f 
the lodge or qfihe chamber. Allso, that yee shall be no thiqflg 
nor thieves to your knowledge free : that yee shall be true to the 
iing, lord or master that yee serve, and truely to see and work fbr 
kis advantage. 

" Fourthly, Yee shall call all masons your ftllowes, or yqfir 
kretpren, and no ether names. 
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you ?*^ The new master having signified his cor- 
dial submission as before, the grand niaster thus 
addresses him : 

^ Brother A B, m consequence of your cheerful 
conformity to the charges and regulations of the 
order, you are now to be installed master of this 

" FiflJdyr Yee shall not taJce your^fi^lloio's wife in villanyy nor 
dejiower his daughter or servant,, nor put him to no disworship. 

*' Sixthly y Yee shall' tritely pay for your meat or drin/ce 
uheresoever yee goe to table or board. AlUo, yee shall doe no 
villany there, whereby the craft or science may be slandered. 

*' These be the charges general to every true mason ^ both 
masters andfellowes. 

'^Xoio will I rehearse other charges single for masons allowed 
«r accepted. 

*' FirstyThat no mason taJce on- him^no lordrS worJce, nor any 
other man\ unlesse he know himself well- able to perform the 
toorke, so that the craft have no slander. 

** Secondly, Allso, that no master take tcorke but that he take 
reasonable pay for itt ; so that the lord may be truely served, and 
the master to. live honestly and to pay hisfellowes truely. And 
that no master orftllow supplant others <f their worke 5 (that is 
to say J that if he hath taken a worke, or else stand master qfany 
worke, that he shall not put him out, unless he be unable qf cunning 
to make an end qfhis worke. And no master nor fellow shall take 
no apprinticefor less than searen yeares. And that the apprintice- 
te free-born, and of Uynhs whole as a man ought to be, and na 
iwttard. And that no master or fallow take no allowance to be- 
wkade mason mthout the assent qfMs fcHowes, at the least six or. 
mavek' 

K 2^ 
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new lodge^ in full confidence of your care^ skill 
and capacity to govern the same.^' 

The new master is then regularly invested with 
the insignia of his office, and the furniture and im- 
plements of his lodge* 



*^ Thirdly^ That he that be made be able in alt degrees ; thai 
inyfree-borfiy qfagood kindred, true, and no bondsman, and thai 
he hai^ hht right limbs as a man ought to have. 

*^ Fourthly J That a master take no apprintice without he haoe 
occupation to occupy two or three felUmes at the least, 

" Fifthly f That no master or feUom put away any lord*i warie 
to talk that ought to be Journey worke. 

Sixthly y That every master give pay to hisfellowes and servants 
as they may deservey soe that he be not defamed with false uwrk^ 
ing. And that none slander another behind his baeke, to mak9 
him loose his good name. 

** Seaventhlyy That no fellow in the house or abroad asuwear 
smother ungodly or reproveable without a cause, 

Eighthtyy That every master mason doe reverence his elder } 
and that a mason be no common plaier at the cards, dtce, or 
hattardf nor at any other unlawfull pla'cs, through the ujhiek iks 
feience and craft may be dishonoured or slandered. 

" Ninthly, That no fellow goe into the town by night, except 
he have afsllow with him, who may beare him record that he was 
fa an honest place. 

" Tenlhly, That every master and fellow shall come to the 
ossembliey if it be inthinj{fly mUe^ of him, if he have any warning,. 
And if he have trespassed against the crqft, to abide the award tif 
masters andfelhwes. 

" Eleventhly, Tliat every master mason and fellow that hatk 
trespassed against the craft shall stand to the correction ff other 
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The various implements of the profession are^ 
emblematical of our conduct in life^ and upon tliis 
occasion carefully enumerated. 

'' The Holy Writings, that great light in mason- 
ry, will guide you to all truth ; it will direct your 
paths to the temple of happiness, and point out to 
you the whole duty of man. 

^' The Square, teaches to regulate our actions 
by rule and line, and to harmonise our conduct by 
the principles of morality and virtue. 

fjtasters and felhwes to make him accord j and \f they cannof 
Accord, to go to the common law. 

^^ Tioe\flhly, That a master orfellowe make not a mould atonep 
gqnarej nor rulcy to no loiaen, nor let no lowen vtorke within their 
iodge, nor without^ to mould ttone. 

'< Thirteenthly, That every mason receive and cherish 
st range fillowes when they come over the countrie, and set them onr 
ivorke if they will worke, as the marmer is ; ("that is to say) if the 
mason have any mould stone in hisplaccy he shall give him a mould 
stone, and sett him on worke ; and if he have none, the nuMSon 
shall refresh him with money unto the next lodge. 

" Fourteenthly, That every mason shall truely serve his master 
for las pay. 

*^ Fifieenthly, That every master shall truely make an end qf 
his worke, taske, or journey, wheth&rsoe it be. 

** These be all the charges and covenants that ought to be read 
at the instalment of master, or making of a free mason or free 
masons. The Almighty God qf Jacob, who ever have you and me 
ifi A» keeping, bless us new and ever. Amen?"* 
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** The Compass teaches to limit our desires m 
every station^ that, rising to eminence by merits 
we may live respected, and die regretted. 

^' The Rule directs^ that we should punctually 
observe our duty; press forward in the path of 
virtue, and, neither inclining to the right nor to the 
left, in all our actions have eternity in view. 

'' The Line teaches the criterion of moral recti* 
tude,to avoid dissimulation in conversation and ac- 
tion, and to direct our steps to the path- whicli* 
leads to immortality* 

'* The Book of Constitutions you are to search* 
at all times. Cause it to be read in your lodge^ 
that none may pretend ignorance of the excellent 
precepts it enjoins. 

'* Lastly, you receive in charge the By-laws of 
your lodge, which you are to see carefully and' 
punctually executed.'' 

The jewels of the officers of the new lodge be- 
ing then returned to the master, he delivers them^ 
respectively, to the several officers of the grand 
lodge,, according to their rank. 

The subordinate officers of the new lodge are* 
then invested with their jewels> by the grand offi- 
cers of corresponding rank ; and are by them, se- 
iferally in turn, conducted to the grand master^ 
who delivers each of them a short charge^ as fol- 
lows^ TlZt 
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THE SENIOR WARDEN. 

** Brother C D^ you are appointed Senior 
Warden of this new lodge^ and are now invested 
with the ensign of your office. 

'^ The Level demonsftates that we are descend- 
ed from the same stocky partake of the same na« 
ture^ and share the same hope ; and thou^ dis** 
tinctions among men are necessary to preserve 
subordination^ yet no eminence of station should 
make us forget that we are brethren ; for he who 
is placed on the lowest spoke of fortune's wheelj 
may be entitled to our regard; because a time 
will come^ and the wisest knows not how soon^ 
when all distmctions^ but that of goodness^ shall 
cease ; and deaths the grand leveller of human 
greatness^ reduce us to the same state. 

'lYour regular attendance on our stated meet- 
ings is essentially necessary; in the absence of 
the master you are to govern this lodge ; in his 
presence you are to assist him in the government 
of it. I firmly rely on your knowledge of mason- 
ry^ and attachment to^the lodge^ for the faithful 
discharge of the duties of this important trust.-*-* 
Look well to the West /'> 
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THE JUNIOR WARDEN. 

« Brother E P, you are appointed Junior Wa^ 
den of this new lodge; and are now invested 
with the badge of your office. 

<' The Plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly 
in our several stations^ to hold the scale of justice 
in equal poise^ to observe the just medium between 
intemperance and pleasure^ and to make our pas- 
sions and prejudices coincide with the line of our 
duty. 

** To you, with such assistance as may be ne- 
cessary, is entrusted the examination of visitorsi 
and the reception of candidates. To you is also 
committed the superintendence of the craft during 
the hours of refreshment ; it is therefore indi8peI^ 
sably necessary, that you should not only be tem- 
perate and discreet, in the indulgence of your own 
inclmations, but carefully observe that none of the 
craft be suffered to convert the purposes of refresh- 
ment into intemperance and excess. 

^' Your regular and punctual attendance is pa^ 
ticularly requested ; and I have no doubt that you 
will faithfully execute the duty which you owe to 
your present appointment.— Lool* VL'ell to- the 
South /« 
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THE TREASURER, 

^' Brother G H, you are appointed Treasurer of 
this new lodge. It is your duty to receive all 
monies from the hands of the secretary, keep just 
and regular accounts of the same^ and pay them 
:>ut at the worshipful master's will and pleasure, 
with the consent of the lodge. I trust, your re- 
gard for the fraternity will prompt you to the 
faithful discharge of the duties of your office,'* 

THE SECRETARY. 

'* Brother I K, you are appointed Secretary of 
this new lodge. It is your duty to observe the 
worshipful master's will and pleasure, to record 
the proceedings of the lodge, to receive all monies, 
and pay them into the hands of the treasurer. 

'< Your good inclination to masony and thl$ 
lodge, I hope, will induce you to discharge your 
office with fidelity, and. by so doing, you will me- 
rit the esteem and applause of your brethren.'* 

THE SENIOR AND JUNIOR DEACONS. 

** Brothers L M and N O, you arc appointed 
Deacons of this new lodge. It is your proviiice 
to attend on the master end wardens, and to act 
as their proxies in the active duties of the lodge ; 
«uch as in the reception of candidates into the dif- 
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ferent degrees of masonry ; the introduction and 
accommodation of visitors^ and in the immediate 
practice of our rites. Those columns^ as badges 
of your office^ I entrust to your care^ not doubting 
your vigilance and attention." 

THE STEWARDS. 

<* Brothers P CI and R S, you are appointed 
Stewards of this new lodge* The duties of your 
office are^ to assist in the collection of dues and 
subscriptions^ to keep an account of the lodge ex- 
penses^ to see that the tables are properly furnish- 
ed at refreshment^ and that every brother is suit* 
ably provided for : and generally to assist the dea^ 
cons and other officers in performing their respec- 
tive duties. Your regular and early attendance 
will afford the best proof of yoiu: zeal and attach- 
ment to the lodge. 

THE TYLER 

Is then appointed^ and receives the instrument 
tX his office, with a short charge on the occasion* 

The grand master then addresses the offlceit 
and members of the new lodge as follows : 
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Charge upon the Installation of the Officers tf a 

Lodge. 

*^WoRsmppuL Master, 

^* The grand lodge having committed to your 
cave the superintendence and government of the 
brethren who are to compose this new lodge, you 
cannot be insensible of the obh'gations which de- 
volve on you, as their head ; nor of your respon- 
sibility for the faithful discharge of the important 
duties annexed to your appointment, 

" The honour, reputation and usefulness of your 
lodge will materially depend on the skill and assi- 
duity with which you manage it? concerns ; whilst 
the happiness of its niembers will be generally pro- 
moted, in proportion to the zeal and ability with 
which you propagate the genuine principles of our 
institution, 

*' For a pattern of imitation, consider the great 
luminary of nature, which, rising in the Eastj re- 
gularly diffuses light and lustre to all within its 
circle. In like manner it is your province to spread 
and communicate light and instruction to the 
brethren of your lodge. Forcibly impress upon 
them the dignity and high importance of mason- 
ry ; and seriously admonish them never to disgrace 
it. Charge them to practise out of the lodge, those 
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duties which they have been taught tn it ; and by 
amiable^ discreet and virtuous conduct^ to convince 
mankind of the goodness of the institution ; so 
that when any one is said to be a member of i^ 
the world may know that he is one to whom the 
burthened heart may pour out its sorrow^s; to 
whom distress may prefer its suit ; whose hand ii 
guided by justice, and his heart expanded by be- 
nevolence. In short, by a diligent observance of 
the by-laws of your lodge, the constitutions of ma- 
sonry, and above all, the Holy Scriptures, which 
are given as a rule and guide to your faith^ you 
will be enabled to acquit yourself with honour and 
reputation, and lay up a croxvn of rejoicings 
which shall continue when time shall be no more* 

'^ Brother Senior and Junior 
Wardens, 

"You are too well acquainted with tlie princi- 
ples of masonry to warrant any distrust that yoa 
will be found wanting in the discharge of your re- 
spective duties. Suffice it to mention, that what 
you have seen praiseworthy in others, you should 
carefully imitate; and what in them may have 
appeared defective, you should in yourselves 
amend. You should be examples of good order 
and regularity ; for it is only by a due regard to 
the laws in your own conduct, that you can ex- 
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pcct obedience to them from others. You are 
assiduously to assist the master in the discharge of 
his trust I diffusing light and imparting knowledge 
to all whom he shall place under your care. In 
the absence of the master you will succeed to high- 
er duties ; your acquirements must therefore be 
such^ as that the craft may never suffer for want 
of proper instruction. From the spirit which you 
have hitherto evinced, I entertain no doubt that 
your future conduct will be such as to merit the 
applause of your brethren^ and the testimony of a 
good conscience, 

♦' Brethren of Lodge, 

" Such is the nature of our constitution, that as 
some must of necessity rule and teachj so others 
must of coitfie learn to submit and obey* Humi^ 
lity in both is an essential dut}^ The oflficers who 
are appointed to govern your lodge, are sufficient- 
ly conversant with the rules of propriety and the' 
laws of the institution, to avoid exceeding the 
powers with which they are entrusted ; and you 
are of too generous dispositions to envy their pre- 
ferment. I therefore trust that you will have but 
one aim, to please each other, and unite in the 
grand design of being happy, and communicating 
hafpiness*^ 
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^ Finally, my brethren, as this association hat 
been formed and perfected in so much unanimity 
and concord, in which we greatly rejoice, to may 
it long continue. May you long enjoy every aa* 
tisfaction and delight, which disinterested friexid« 
diip can afford. ^lay kindness and brotherly aC» 
flection distinguish your conduct as men aiul m 
masons. Within your peaceful walls, may your 
children^ children celebrate with joy and gratis 
tude the transactions of this auspicious solemnity. 
And may the tenets of our profession be trans- 
mitted through your lodge, pure and unimpaired^ 
from generation to generation." 

The grand marshal then proclaims the new 
lodge, in the following manner, viz. 

*^ In the name of the most worshipful grand 

lodge of the state of , I proclaie^ thisr new 

lodge, by the name of Lodge, duly conati- 

tuted.^» 

This proclamation is made thrice, and each tiine 
followed witli a flourish of drums or trumpets* 
' The grand chaplain then makes the concluding 
prayer, which ends the public ceremonies. 

The grand procession is then formed in the same 
order as before, and returns to the halL 

The grand master, deputy grand master, and 
grand wardens, being seated, all but master ma- 
sons are caused to retire, and the procession con- 
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tiiiues round the hall^ which upon passing the se* 
▼eral grand officers^, pays them due homage^ by 
the usual congratulations and honour8> in the dif* 
ferent degrees* During the procession (which 
passes three times round the lodge) th^ followingt 
song is sung^ which concludes the ceremony o£ 
instaUation* 

f. 

HAIL, MASONRY diriae!: 
Glory of ages shine ; 

Long may^st thou reign : 
Wherever tHy lodges stand. 
May they haye gi*eat command,, 
And always grace the land. 

Thou Art divine ! 

IT. 

Great fabrics still arise. 
And grace the azwe skies*,. 

Great are thy schemes : 
Thy noblie orders are 
Matchless beyond compare •, 
No art with thee can share,, 

Thou Art divine. 

III. 

Hiram, the architect, 
Did all the craft direct 

How they should build ; 
SoVmon, great Israel's king, Y 
Did mighty blessings bring, i Chorus 

And left us room to sing, j Three Tifnes* 

Hail, royal Art ! J 

l» 2 
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The lodge ia then closed with the usuftl solem* 
nities in the diffierent degree^^ hy the gmd iiu»* 
ter and his officers. 

' Thi6 is the usual cer^mqiiy observed by regular 
xiKsoiis at the constitution of a new lodge> vrhkh 
th^ grand master may abridge or extend at plea- 
sure ; but the material points are on no account 
to be omitted. The same ceremony and charges 
attend every succeeding installation of new offi* 
cers. 

The Third Seciiin. 

Ceremony observed at laying the Foundation 
Stone of Public Structures^ 

This ceremony is conducted by the grand mas- 
ter and his officers^ assisted by the members of the 
grand lodge^ and such officers and members of 
private lodges as can conveniently attend. The 
chief magistrate, and other civil officers of the 
place whcr^ the building is to be erected, also ge- 
nerally attend on the occasion : 

At the time appointed, the grand lodge is con- 
vened at some suitable place^ approved by the 
grand master* A band of martial music is pro- 
vided, and the brethren appear in the insignia of 
the order, and with white gloves and aprons* 
The lodge is opened by the grand master^ and the 
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rules for regulating the proGession to and fVom the 
place where the ceremony is to be performed, ar* 
read by the grand secretary. The necessary cau- 
tions are then- given from the chair, and the lodge 
18 adjourned ; after which the procession sets out 
in the foUowuig order : 

Procession at Laying Foundation Stones* 

Two Tylersi, with Drawn Swords, 

Tyler of the Oldest Lodge, with do. 

Two Stewards of the Oldest Lodge, 

Entered Apprentices, 

Fellow Crafts,. 

Master Masons, 

Stewards, 
Junior Deacons, 
Senior Deacons;, 
g Secretarier, 

S Treasurers, 

§1 Past Ward/sn^, 

Junior Wardens, 
Senior Wardlens^ 
Past Masters, 
Royal Arch Masons, 
Knights Templars, 
Mftsters^ 
Music, 
Grand Tyler, with a Drawn Sword, 
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Grand Stewards, with White Rods, 
A Brother, with a Golden Vessel contaming Com,- 
Two Brethren, with Silver Vessels, one contain- 

ing Wine, and the other Oil, 
Principal Architect, with Square, Level and Plumb, 

Grand Secretary and Treasurer, 

Bible, Square and Compass, carried by a Master 

of a Lodjge, supported by two Stewards^ 

Grand Chaplain, 

The Five Orders, 

Past Grand Wardens, 

Past Deputy Grand Masters^ 

Past Grand Masters, 

Chief Magistrate of the Place, 

Two Large Lights,, borne by two Masters of 

Lodges, 

Grand Wardens^ 

One Large Light, borne by a Master of a Lodge,^ 

Deputy Grand Master, 
Master of the Oldest Lodge, bearing the Book of 

Constitutions, on a Velvet Cushion, 
Grand Deacons, with Black. Rods^ on a Lme se- 

ven Feet apart. 
Grand Master, 
Grand Sword Bearer, with a Drawn Sword^ 
Two Stewards,.witb White Rods* 
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A triumphal arch is usually erected at the place 
where the ceremony is to be performed. The 
procesirion paseea through the arcb^ and the breth* 
ren repairing to their stands^ the grand master and 
his officers take their places on a temporary plat- 
form^ covered with carpet. An ode on masonry 
is sung. The grand master commands silence^ 
and the necessary preparations are made for lay- 
ing the stone^ on which is engraved the year of 
xnsLionry, the name and titles of the grand mas- 
ter, &c. &c. 

The stone is raised up, by means of an engine 
erected for that purpose, and the grand chaplain 
or orator repeats a short prayer. The grand trea- 
surer then, by the grand master's command, plac- 
es under the stone various sorts of coin and me- 
dals of the present age. Solemn music is intro- 
duced, and the stone let down into its place. The 
principal architect then presents the working tools 
to the grand master, who applies the plumb, 
$qiutro and levels to the stone, in their proper po- 
sitions, and pronounces it to be ^^ WKLL FORMED^ 

TRUE AND TRUSTY.** 

The golden and silver vessels are next brought 
to the table, and delivered, the former to the de- 
puty grand master, and the latter to the grand 
wardens, who successively presept them to the 
grand master : and h^, according to ancient ce- 
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rcmony, pours the corn, the wine and the oif 
which they contain^ on the stone^ saying, 

*' May the all-bounteous Author of Nature ble« 
the inhabitants of this place with all the necessa* 
ries, conveniencies and comforts of life ; assist in 
the erection and completion of this building ; pro- 
tect the workmen against every accident, and 
long preserve this structure from decay; and 
grant to us all, in needed supply, the CORN of 
nourishment, the WINE of refreshment, and tht 
OIL of Joy /" 

*' j4men ! so mote it be ! Amen /*• 

He then strikes the stone thrice with the mal^ 
let, and the public honours of masonry are givem 

The grand master then delivers oyer to the-ar- 
chitect the various implements of architecture, en» 
trusting him with the superintendence and direc- 
tion of the work ; after which, he re-ascends tbi 
platform, and an oration suitable to the occasion il 
delivered. A voluntary collection is made for tht 
workmen, and the sum collected is placed upoa 
the stone by the grand treasurer. A song in ho* 
sour of masonry concludes the ceremony^ after 
which the procession returns to the place wheoee 
it 4et out;^ and the lodge is closeiilf 
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The Fourth Section. 

Ceremony observed at the Dedication qf Masom^ 

HaUs. 

On the day appointed for the celebration of the 
ceremony of dedication, the grand master and his 
officers, accompanied by the members of the grand 
lodge, meet in a convenient room near to the 
place where the ceremony is to be performed, and 
the grand lodge is opened in ample form in the 
first three degrees of masonry. 

The master of the lodge to which the hall to be 
dedicated belongs, being present, rises, and ad- 
dresses the grand master, as follows : 

^' Most Worshipjeui*, 

" The brethren df Lodge, being ani- 
mated with a desire of promoting the honour and 
interest of the craft, have, at great pains and ex* 
pense, erected a masonic hall, for their convenience 
and accommodation. They are now desirous that 
the same should be examined by the M.W. grand 
iodge; and if it should meet their approbation^ 
4hat it should be solemnly dedicated to masonic 
purposes, agreeably to ancient form." 

The grand master then directs the grand secre- 
tary to read the order of proeession, which is de* 
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livered over to the grand marshal ; and a general 
charge respecting propriety of behaviour^ is given 
by the deputy grand master. 

A grand procession is then formed in the order 
laid down in the first section, page 100. The 
whole moves forward to the hall v^iob ii to be 
dedicated, and upon the arrival of the front of the 
procession at the door, they halt, open to the right 
and left, and face inward ; whilst the grand mas* 
ter, and others in succession, pass thiough and 
enter. The music continues while the procession 
marches three times round the halU 

The lodge is then placed in the centre ; and the 
s grand master having taken the chair^ under a 
canopy of state, the grand officers, and the mas- 
ters and wardens of the lodges, repair to the places 
previously prepared for their reception : the three 
lights, and the gold and silver pitchers, with the 
com, wine and oil, are placed round the lodge, at 
the head of which stands the pedestal, with the 
bible open, and the square and compass l^d there* 
on, with the constitution roll, on a crimson Tel« 
vet cushion. Matters being thus disposed, an an- 
them is sUng, and an exordium on masonry giv* 
en ; after which the architect addresses the fjmaik 
master, as follows: 
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<* Most* Worshipful, 

^' Having been entrusted with the superinten- 
dence and management of the workmen emploj- 
^d in the construction of this edifice ; and having, 
according to the best of my ability, accomplished 
the task" assigned me ; I now return ray thanks 
for the honour of this appointment, and beg leave 
to surrender up the implements which were com- 
^ittrid to my care when the foundation of this 
febric was laid ; humbly hoping, that the exertions 
"which have been made on this occasion, will be 
<;rowned with your approbation, and that of the 
most worshipful grand Ipdge.*' 

To which the grand master makes the follow- • 
^ng reply : 

*/ Brother. Architect, 

^* The skill and fidelity displayed iit'the execu- 
tion of the trust reposed in you, at the commence- 
ment of this undertaking, have secured the entire 
approbation of the grand lodge ; and they sin- 
cerely pray, that this edifice may continue a last- 
ing monihnent of the taste, spirit and liberality of 
its founders.'' 

An ode in honour of masonry is sung, accompa* 
nied with instrumental music. 



M 
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The deputy grand master then rises, and saytsf : 

^ Most Worshipful, 

*' The hall in which we are now assembled^ 
and the plan upon which it has been constructed 
having met with your approbation, it is the deaire 
of the fraternity that it should be jiow dedicated^ 
according to ancient form and usage." 

Whereupon the grand master requests all -to 
retire but such as ace master masons. A proces- 
sion is then formed, in the following order, vi%. 

Grand Sword Bearer, 

A Past Master, with a Light, 

I A Past Master, with Bible, Square $md Compass, 

on a Velvet Cushion, 

Two Past Masters, each with a Light, 

<5rand Secretary and Treasurer, with Emblemsj 

Grand Junior Warden, with Pitcher of Con), 

Grand Senior Warden, with Pitcher of Wine^ 

Deputy Grand Master, with Pitcher gf QiJ, 

Grand Master, 
Two Stewards, with BtOds« 
All the other brethren keep tbeir places, : and 
t!a$sist in performing an ode, which continues dur- 
ing the procession, excepting only at the intervals 
of dedication. The lodge is uncovered, and the 
iirst procession being made round it, the Junior 
:grand warden presents the pitcher of corn to.tl^e 
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grand master^ who pours it out upon the lodge, at 
the same time pronouncings ^ In the name of the 
great Jehovahj to whoni be sll honour and glory^ 
I do solenmly dedicate this hall to Masonry.'^ 
7*ke grand honnmrs are given. 

The second procession is then made round the 
lodge, and the grand senior warden presents the 
pitcher of wine to the grand master, who sprint 
kles it upon the lodge, at the same time sstying, ^ 
'* In the nanse of -holy Saint Jbhn, I do solemnly 
dedicate this hall to Virtue*" The grandhonour^ 
are txmce repeated. ■ " 

' The third' procession is then made round th* 
lodge, and the deputy grand master presents th6^ 
pitcher of oil to the grand master, who sprinkles 
it upon the lodge, saying, ^ In the name of the 
whole Fraternity, I do solemnly dedicate this hall 
to Universal BENEVoii.ENCE.»> The grand 
iionours are thrice repeated. 
' A solemn mvocation It made to Heaven> by the 
grand chaplain, and an anthem sung ; after which 
\he lodg^ is coveved, and the grand master retiret 
to his chain An oration is then delivered, and the 
ceremonies conclude with music. The grand 
lodge is then closed in ample form, in the several 
tJegrees, 
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^ The Fifth Section. 

TAe Cetemony observed at Fim^rats, according 
to Jncient Custom ; ivith the Serpice usei o^ 
the Occasion. 

No mason can be interred witb the fbrmaUtiet 
of the order^ unless it be by bU own special xe- 
quest, communicated to the master of the kxlgt 
of which be died a member^ foreigners and so* 
journei^s excepted ; nor unless he has bees advance 
ed to the third degree of masonry ; and from thil 
restriction there can be no exception. Fellow 
crafts^ or apprenticesj are not entitled to funeral 
0bseqiue3>. nor to attend the masonic, prooe^aicun on 
such occasions. 

The master of a lodge^ having received notice 
of a master mason^s deaths and of his request to 
be interred with the oeremonies of the order, fixes 
the day and hour, for the funeral, and issues his 
command to summon the lodge. He may invite 
as many lodges as he thinks proper, and the mem* 
ters of those lodges may accompany their (^cert 
in form ; but the whole ceremony must be under 
the direction of the master of the lodge to which 
the deceased belonged, and he and his officer^ 
must be duly honoured, and cheerfully obeyed, on 
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the occaaion.* But in cas6 the deceased was not 
a member of either of the attending lodges, the 
procession and ceremony must be under the direc- 
tion of the niaster of the oldest lodge. 

All the brethren who walk in procession, should 
observe, as much as possible, an uniformity in their 
dress; Decent. mourning, with white stockingF^ 
gloves and aprons, is most suitable^ . 

Tlie Funeral Service^ 

The brethren being assembled at the lodge room 
(or same other convenient place) the presiding 
master opens the lodge, ia the third degree, with 
the* usual forms- > and having stated the purpose of 
the meeting, the service begins.^ ^ 

Master^ ^* What man is he that liveth, and 
shall not see death ? shall be deliver his soul from 
the hand of the grave !^ 

Response. ^^ Man walketh in a vain shadow ; 
lie heapeth up riches, and cannot tell who shall 
gather there/' 

Master. " Wl^n he dieth,. he shall carry 
BOthiDg aw^y ; bis glory shall not descend afier 
bim»'^ 



* Except when the graad or' deputy ^\iud wMUr is- pr«- 
acQt aud cx<^cl8C8 hU authority. 
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Response. ^ NAed he came into the vrotldi 
tnd naked he must return." 

Master » ^' The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away ; bleaaed be the' name of*th« Lord l^ 

The ^and honours are then given^ and -certaix^ 
forms used) which cannot be here explained* 

The master then, taking 'the 9ACRED ROUt is 
his hand,, says, 

'^ Let us die the death of the righteous, and let 
our last end be like his !^ 

The brethren answer, i 

** God is our God for ever and ever; fae-lviQ be 
our guide«even unto death !" • * 

The master then records the name^imd oj^'of 
the deceased upon the roll, and sayv, 

"Almighty Father! into thy hands w^' com- 
mend the soul of our loving brother." 

The brethren answer three times (givBig the 
grand honouns each time) 

" The will of God is accomplished ! so be it.*» 

The master then deposits the roll in the arebivet^ 
tnd repeats the following prayer : 

" Most glorious God ! iiuthor of all good, exA 
giver of all mercy ! pour down thy blessings upon 
us, and strengthen our solemn engagements with 
the ties of sincere affection ! May the present in- 
stance of mortality remind us of our approaching 
fate, and draw our attention toward thee, the only 
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refuge in time .of need h tbtt Mfbeii the awfal mo^ 
ment shall arrive^ that we are about fo quit this 
transitory scene^ the enlivening pi^spect of thy 
mercy may dispel the gloom of death ; and after 
our departure hence in peace and in thy favour, wc 
may be received into thine everlasting kingdom, 
to enjoy, in union widl'tiKi souls of our departed 
friends, the just re^H^^ 0f. a pious and virtuous 
life. Amefu^* ' - ..% ' 

A procession is thea fyeilfkd, which moves to the 
house of the deceas^, and from theace to the 
place of interment. >!|||^ different lodges rank 
according to seniority, excepting that th^ lodge, 
of which %he deceased was^a meinber, walks 
'nearest the corpse. Each lodge 4brm8 one division^ 
and 4he following order is observed : 

Order of Procession at a Funeral. 

Tyler, with a Drawn Sword, 

Stewards, with White Rods, 

Masioians, (if they are masons, otherwise they 

foUow the tyler,) 
. Master Masons, 
-fienior and Junior Deacons, 

Secretary and Treasurer, 

-fienior and Junior Wardens, 

Past Masters, 



.• : k» 



.^J. 
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The Holy Writings, oil a Cushion covert With 

Black Cloth, carried by the Oldest 

Member of the Lodge, 

The Master, 

Clergy^ 

The M^k, ^^^y* 

vnth the Insignia ^^^^m placed thereon,^ 
and two ^^H? Swords crossed. 




Pall Bearers* W Pall Bearers. 



The brethren arc not to desert thoir tmokB, a$ 
change places, but keep in their different departs 
ments. When the procession arrives at the church^ 
yard, the members of the lodge form a circle round 
the grare, and the clergyman and t)fficer» of the 
actmg lodge taking their station at the head of the 
grave, and Afi mourners at the foot, the service is 
i;e8umed,.andjthe following, exhortation given :. . 

" Here we view a striking instance of the 
uncertainty of life, and the vanity of all human 
pursuits. The last offices paid .to t\^ dead are 
only useful as lectures to the living ; from them 
we are to derive instruction, and consider every 
solemnity of this kind as a summons to prepare 
for our approaching dissolution* 



<' Notwithstanding the various mementos of 
mortality with which we daily meet> aotwith* 
stan/dipg death has estabUshed bis empVe- oVer all 
the works of nature^ yet^ through some udaccoun- 
table infatuation^ we forget that we are bom to 
die. We go on from one design to another^ adi 
hope tohope^ and layout plans for the employment 
of many ye^rs^ till we are suddenly alarmed witb 
the approach of death^ when we least expect him^ 
and at an hour which we probably conclude to bur 
the meridian of our existence. 

*^ What fire. all the externals of majesty, the 
pride of wealthy or charms of beauty, when nature 
has paid her just debt ? Fix your eyes on the last 
acene> and view life stript of her ornaments, an4 
exposed in her natural meanness ; yo» will thea 
be convince4 of the futility of those empty delu- 
sions. In the grave, aU fallacies. $are detected, aH 
ranks are Levelled, and $tli distinctions are done 
away. 

** While we drop the sympathetic tear over thife 
grave of our deceased friend, let charity incline ub 
to throw a veil over his foibles, whatever they 
may have been, and not withhold from his me- 
mory the praise that his virtues may have claimed* 
Suffer the apologies of human nature to pl^ad in 
bis behalC Perfcctidnon earth has never been 
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attained ; the wisest; as well as the best of men^ 
•have erred, 

'^ Let the present example excite our most 
serious thoughts, and strengthen our resolutions ct 
amendment. As life is uncertain^ and all earthlj 
pursuits are vain, let us no longer postpone the 
important concern of preparmg for eternity ; but , 
embrace the happy naomentj while time and op- 
portunity offer, to provide against the great change, 
when all the pleasures of this world shall cease to 
delight, and the reflections of a virtuous life yieli 
Ihe only comfort and consolation. Thus our ex- 
pectations will not be frustrated, nor We hurried 
unprepared into the presence of an alf-Wise aiji^ 
powerful Judge, to whom the secrets of all hearts 
•are known, 

*^ Let us, while in this state of existcfic^, sup^ 
port with propriety the character of our profession^ 
mdvert to the nature of our solemn ties, and purstie 
with assiduity the sacred tenets of our ei:der^ 
Then, with becoming reverence, let us sirpplicate 
the divine grace, to ensure ihe favour of that eter- 
nal Being, whose goodness and power know no 
bound ; that when the awful moment arrives^ be 
it soon or late, we may be enabled to prosecute 
our journey, without dread or appreheixsion^ to 
that far distant country whence do travel^ rcf- 
turus^** 
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The followmg invocations are then made by the 
master : 

Master. ^* May we be true and faithful ; and 
anay we lixe.and die in love i" 

jinswer. 'f* So mote it be.'' 

Iitaster* *' May we profess what is good, and 
always act agreeably to our profession !" 

Answer* ** So mote it be," 

M(ister» ^^ May the Lord bless us, and prosper 
us ; and may all our good intentions be crowned 
writh success !" 

Answer. *'* So mote it bci** 

Master. -^^ Glory be to God on high ! on earth 
peace ! good will, towards men !" 

Answer.^^^ So mote it be, now, from henceforth, 
.and for evcrmorck** 

The brethren then move in procession round the 
place of interment, and severally drop a sprig of 
evergreea into the grave, accompanied with the 
usual honours. 

The master then concludes the ceremony at>the 
grav^ in the following words: 

'^ From time immemorial it has been a custom 

among the fraternity of free and accepted masons, 

9t the request of a brother, to accompany his 

corpse rto the place <^f interment, and there td 

.deposit bis remains with the usual formahties. 
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*^ in conformity to this nsBgSy and at the sjtecial 
^request of our deceased brother, whose memory 
we revere, and whose loss we now deplore, we 
liave assembled in the character of ttaSoHs^ to 
resign his body to the earth whence It came, -and 
to offer up to his memory, before ihe woiM, the 
last tribute of our affection ; therein deteonvtrat- 
ing the sincerity of our past esteem, attd'OOT'iteady 
attachment to the principles of the otdef* 

'< The great Creator having been pl#ttled, out 
^of his mercy, to remove our brother from the cares 
and troubles of a transitory existence, io a state of 
eternal duration, and thereby to weaken the chain 
by which we are united, man 4o man J may we, 
who survive him, anticipate our «ppro%dikig fete, 
and be more strongly cemented hi the ties of union 
and friendship ; that, during the short space allotted 
to our present existence, we may wisely and use-* 
fully employ our time ; and, in the reciprpcal 
intercourse of kind and friendly acts, mutoally 
;promote the welfare and happiness of each other. 

^^ Unto the grave we resign the body of our 
^deceased friend, there to remain until the general 
resurrection ; in favourable expectation that hid 
immortal soul may then partake of joys which 
have been prepared for the righteous from the be- 
ginning of the world. And may Almighty God, 
of bis infinite goodness, at th^ grand tribunal of 
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unbiassed justice, extend his mercy towards h)m^ 
and all of us, and crown our hope with everlasting 
bliss in the expanded realms of a boundless eter- 
nity ! This we beg, for the honour of his name ; 
to whom be glory, now and for ever. Amen.^ 

T&hur- the service ends, and the prt^cession re- 
tunui-m form to the place whence h set out, where 
tbe nectessary duties are complied with, and the 
business of matonry is renewed. The insignia and 
omaments of the deceased, if an officer of a lodge^ 
Are returned to'the master, with the usual cere- 
monies, after which the charges for regulating the 
•conduct of the brethren are rehearsed, and the 
lodge is closed in the third degree* 

NOTES. 

If a pasi or pMsent grand master thould join the procet* 
alon of a private lodge^ or deputy grand master, or a grand 
-warden, a proper attention is to be paid to them. They take 
place after the master of the lodge. Two deacons, with 
•blatk rods, are appointed by the master to attend a grand 
warcteii ; and when the grand master is present, or deputy 
graiid master, the book of constitutions is borne before hi^, 
a sword beai*er foUows him, and the deacons, with black rods, 
are placed on his right and Ic^ at an angular distance of 
^aeven feet. 

Marshals are to walk, or ride, on the left of the procession. 

On ent^ng public buildings, the bible, square and com- 
pass, book of constitutions, &c. are placed before the grand 
oiaater. The grand marshal and grand deacons' keep near 

N 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Remarks on the Sixth, or Most Excellent Master'^s 

Degree. 

• NONE but the meritorioue and praiseworthy ; 
none but thoie who through diligence and industry 
have progressed far towards perfection ; none but 
those who have been seated hi the Oriental Chair^ 
by the unanimous suffrages of their brethren^ can 
he admitted to this degree of masonry. 

In its original establishment^ when the temple 
of Jerusalem was finished, and the fraternity cele- 
brated the cape-stone with great joy, it is demon- 
strable that none but those who had proved them- 
selves to be complete masters of their profession 
were admitted to this honour ; and indeed the 
duties incumbent on every mason who is accepted 
and acknowledged as a most excellent master, are 
tuch as render it indispensable that he should have 
t perfect knowledge of all the preceding dej;reea. 

One of the following passages of scripture are 
rehearsed at opening, accompanied by solemn ce- 
remonies : 

PSALM xxiv. 

'< The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness ther». 
•r ; the worlds and they that dwell therein* Fpr 
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he hath founded it upon the seas^ and established 
it upon the floods. Who shall ascend into the hill 
of the Lord i and who shall stand in his holy place i 
He that hath clean hands^ and a pure heart ; who 
hath not lift up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn 
deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the 
Lord, and righteousness from the God of his sal- 
vation. This is the generation of thein that seek 
him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah. Lift 
up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye 
everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come 
in. Who is this King of Glory i The Lord, strong 
and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle. Lift up 
your heads, O ye gates, even lift them up, ye 
everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come 
in. Who is this King of Glory ? The Lord of 
Hosts, he is the Kmg of Glory. Selalu'* 

FSALM CXXil« 

^ I was glad when they said unto me. Let us 
go into the house of the Lord. Our feet shall stand 
within thy gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is 
builded as a city that is compact together : whither 
the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, unto the 
testimony of Israel, to give thanks imto the name 
of the Lord* For there are set thrones of judg- 
ment, the thrones of the bouse of David. 



' I4t vreemaIoits monitor. 

•* Pray for the peace of Jerusalem ; they shall 
prosper that love thee. Pe|6e be within thy walU ^ 
and proiperity within thy palaces. For my brethren 
and companions* sakes^ I will now aay^ Peace be 
within thee. Because of the house of the Lord 
our Godj I will seek thy good.'' 

The following passages of scripture are also in- 
troduced^ accompanied with solemn. ceremonies. 

9 CURON.Tl. 

[ Then said Solomon, The Lord hath said that he wmild 
dwcU in the thick darkness. But I have huilt an hovae of ha- 
l^itation for thee> and a place for thy dweUing for ever. 

And the king turned his face, and hlested the whole cen- 
gregation of Israel (and aU the congregation of Israel stood :} 
And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who hath 
• with his hands fulfilled that which he spake with his movth 
to my lather David, saying. Since the day that I hronght 
forth my people out of the land of Egypt, I chose no city 
among all the tribes of Israel to build an house in, that my 
name might be there ; neither chose 1 any man to be a ruler 
crev my people Israel : but I h»re chosen Jeniaalem^ that 
my name might be there ^ and have chosen David to he over 
my people Israel. 

Now, it was in the heart of David, my father, to bidld aa 
house for the name of the Lord God of Itfad. But the 
Lord said to David my father, Forasmuch as it waa in tlubie 
heart to build an house for my name, thou didst well in that 
it was in thine heart : notwithstanding, thou shalt not build 
the house ^ but thy son, which shall come fdrth out of thy 
loins, he «hall build the house for my name. The X^ord, 
therefore, hath performed hiaword that he bath apakea ; for 
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I am riaeH up in the room of Darid my fotber, aod am set 
on the throne of l8i*ael, as the Lord promised, and have biiiU 
the house for the name of the Lord God of Israel : and in it 
I have pat the ark, wherein is the covenant of the Lord, that 
be hath mada. with the children of Israel. 

And he stood before the altar of the Lord, iu the presence 
•fall the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands 
(For Solomon had made tf brazen scaffold of five cubits long, 
and five cubits broad, and three cubits high, and had set it 
in the midst of the court ; and upon it he stood, and kneel- 
ed down upon his knees before all the congregation of Isra- 
el, and spread forth his hands towards heaven) and said, 

O Lord God of Israel, there is no God like thee in the 
iMStven nor in the earth ; which keepest covenant and shew- 
-cat mercy unto thy servants that walk before thee with all 
their hearts : thou which hast kept with thy servant David 
my father that which thou hast promised him *, and spakest 
with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thine hand, as it 
M this day. Now, therefore, O Ix>rd God of Israel, keep 
with thy servant David my father that which thou hast pro- 
mifed him, saying. There shall not fidl thee a man in my 
aight to sit upon the throne of Israel ; yet so that thy chil* 
dren take heed to their way to walk in my law, as thou hast 
walked before me. Now then, O Lord God of Israel, let thy 
word be verified, which thou hast spoken ttnto thy servant 
David. (But will God in very deed dwell with men on the 
earth ! Behold, heaven, and the heaven of heavens, cannot 
contain thee ; how much less this house which I have build* 
cd !} Have respect, therefore, to the prayer of thy servant, 
and to his supplication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto 
the cry and the prayer which thy servant pra3reth before 
thee : that thine eyes may be open upon this bouse day and 
night, upon the place whereof thou hast said that thoa 
wouldest put thy name there ; to hearkeiTunto the prayer 
m'hich thy servant prayeth towards this place. 

K 2' 
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. Hearken, therefore, mito the sufypllcationi of tky mmsafp 
•and of thy people Israel, which they AbXL make toward thia 
place : hear thon fi'om thy dweUiof-plaoe, erea firoai he»- 
Jfen ; and, when thou heareat, for^ve.] 

[If a man fdn against- his neighbour, and an oath be laU 
upon him to make him swear, and the oath come beii»re 
thine altar in this house : Then hear thou firom heaven, and 
do and judge thy servants, hy requiting the wieked, by re- 
compensing his way upon his own head ; and by justifying 
the righteous, by giving him according to his righteonsnesa. 

And if thy people Israel be ptit to the wane betee the 
enemy, beeause they have sinned against thee, and shall re» 
turn and eonfett thy name, and pray and make supplication 
before thee in this house : Then hear thou from the heaven^ 
and forgive the sin of thy people Inrael, and bring thesi 
again unto the land which thou gavest to them and to their 
ftkthers. 

When the heaven is shut up, and tiiere is no rain, becanst 
they have sinned against thee ^ yet if they pray toward *this 
place, and confess thy name, and turn from their sin when 
thou dost ttttict them : Then hear tbon from heaven, and 
Ibffgive the sin of thy servanta, and of thy people Israel^ 
when thon hast taught them the good way wherein they 
should walk ; and send rain upon thy land, which thou hast 
given unto thy people for an inheritance. 

If there be dearth in the land, if there be pestilence, if 
there be blasting or mildew, locusts»or caterpillars ; if their 
tnemies besiege than in the cities of their land ; whatsoever 
sore or what8oever4picknes8 there be : Then what prayer, oa 
what snppUcatioh soever riiall be made of any man, «r of all 
thy people Israel, when every one shall know his own sote^ 
and his own grie^ and irtiall spread forth his hands in this 
house: Then hear thou from heaven thy dwelliagiplace^ 
and forgive, andPreuder unto every man according unto all 
ways^ whose heart thov toowestj (for thon ostly know* 



.r- 
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est tlie hearts of the ehiUren of men :) that they may Ibar 
thee, to walk in thy wayi fo long^ as they \m ia the huid 
which thou gavest unto our fothera. 

Moreover, concerning the etranger, which is Mot of thy 
people Israel, but is come from a far country foi* thy great 
■aniens sake, and thy mighty hand, and thy stretched-out 
arm j if they come and pray in this house : Then hear thoa 
from the heavens, even from thy dwelling-place, and do ac- 
cording to all that the stranger calleth to thee for ; that all 
people of the earth may know thy name, and fear thee, aa 
doth thy people Israel; and may know that this house^ 
which I have built, is called by thy name. 

If thy people go out to war against their enemies by thft 
way that thou shalt nend them, and they pray unto thee to- 
ward this city which thou hast chosen, and the house which 
I have built for thy name : Then hear thsmi from the hea- 
vens their prayer and their supplication, and maintain their 



If they sin against thee (for there is no man which sinneth 
BOt) and thou be angry with them, and deliver them over be- 
Ibve their enemies, and they carry them away captives into a 
land far off or near; yet if they bethink themselves in the 
land whither they are carried captive, and turn and pray un- 
to ^ee in the land of their captivity, saying. We hove sinned, 
we haire done amiss, and have dealt wickedly ; if they re- 
turn to thee with all their heart, and with all their soul, in 
the land of their captivity, whither th^ have carried them 
captives, and pray toward their land, which thou gavest 'vn* 
to their fiithers, and toward the city which thou hast chosen, 
and toward the house which I have built for thy name: 
Then hear thou fiwm the heavens, even from thy dwelling- 
plaoe, their prayer and their supplications, and maiatain 
their cansei, and forgive thy people which have sinned against 
tiiee. 
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Now, my God, let, I beseech thee, thine eyes be open, antf 
let thine ears be attent unto tlie prayer that is* made in this 
place. 

Now, therefore, arise, O Lord God, into thy resting-place, 
thou, and the ark of thy strength : let thy priests, O Lord 
God, be clothed with salvation, and let thy saints rejoice in 
goodness. 

O I^ord God, turn not away the face of thine anointed ; 
remember the mercies of David thy servant.] 



3 CnROK. vii. 

[ Now, when Solomon had made an end'of praying, the 
ire came down from heaven^ and consumed the burnt-ofier- 
ing and the sacrifices ; and the glory of the Lord filled the 
house. And the priests could not enter tofto the house of 
the Lord, because the glory of the Lord had fflled tht 
Lord^s house. 

And when all the children of Israel saw how the fire cam* 
down, and th^ glory of the Lord upon the house, they bowed 
themselves with their faces to the ground upon the pave- 
ment, and worshipped, and prabed the Lord, saying, For he 
is good ; for his mercy endureth fbr ever.] 

Charge to be delivered to a Brother who is aor 
cepted and acknowledged as a Most Excellent 
Master* 

^ Baother^ 

*^ Your admittance to this degree of masonrj^ 
is a proof of the good opinion the brethren of thit 
lodge entertain of your masonic abHities. L^t thit 
consideration induce you to be careful of forfeiting^ 
ky misconduct and inattention to our ndeS| tbf^t 



FRXKMASON'8 MOHVTCfR. 16$ 

esteem which hai raised you to the rank you now 
poHen* 

'^ It is one- of your great dutief^ M a moat es> 
•ellent master, to dispense light and truth to the 
iininforjned mason ; and I need not remind you of 
the impossibility of complying with this obUgation 
%vithout possessing an accurate acquaintance whh 
the lectures of each degree. 

'^ If you are npt akeady completely conversant 
in all the degrees heretofore conferred on yoUj 
remembery that an indulgence^ prompted by a be« 
lief that you will apply yourself with double dili* 
gence to make yourself so, has induced the breth- 
ren to accept you. 

^ Let it therefore be your onremitting study to 
jaoquire such a degree of knowledge and informa- 
tion -as shall enable you to tlischarge with pro- 
piiety the various duties incumbent on you, and 
to presterve unsullied the title now conferred upoo 
you of a Most Excellent Masten** 



CHAPTER XIV. ^ 

Observations on the Seventh, or Degree of Royal 

Arch Mason. 

THIS degree is indescribably more august, sub- 
lime^ and impolrtant^ than all which precede it ; 
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and 18 the summit and perfection of ancient ma- 
•onry. It impresses on our minds a belief of the 
being and existence of a Supreme Deity, without 
beginning of days, or end of years ; and reminds 
us of the reverence due to his holy name. 

This degree brings to light many essentials of 
the crafty which were for the space of four hun- 
dred and seventy years buried in daricness : and 
without a knowledge of which the masonic cha- 
racter cannot be complete. 

The following passage of scripture if read at 
opening :— 

2 THESSALONIANS iii. 0— 17* 

'^ Now we command you^ brethrenj that yf 
withdraw yourselves from every brother that walk- 
eth disorderly^ and not after the tradition which 
ye received of us. For yourselves know how -ye 
ought to follow us, for we behaved ourselves not 
disorderly among you. Neither did we eat any 
man's bread for nought, but wrought with labour 
and travel day and night, that we might not be 
chargeable to any of you. Not because we have 
not power, but to make ourselves an example unto 
you to follow us. For even when we were with 
you, this we commanded you, that if anywould 
not work, neither should he eat : Fw we hear 
there are some who walk among you disorderly. 
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w^Nrking not at all^ but are bu8y-lx)dies. Now 
them that are such, we command and exhort^ that 
with quietness they work^ and eat their own bread. 
But ye^ brethren^ be ye not weary in well doing. 
And if any man obey not our word^ note that man^ 
and have no company with him^ that he may be 
adiamed. Yet count him not as an enemy^ but 
4|dmonish him as a brother. Now the Lord of 
peace himself give you peace always. The salu- 
tation of Paul^ with mine own hand^ which !• the 
token : so I write.^ 

Observations on the Seventh Lecture. 

The lecture of this degree is divided into two 
sections^ and should be well understood by every 
royal arch mason ; upon an accurate acquaintance 
Mdth it^ will depend his usefulness at our assem- 
blies ; and without it, he will be unqualified to 
perform the duties of the various stations in whkh 
his services may be required by the chapter. 

The First Section. 

The first section opens to our view a large field 
&r contemplation and study. It furnishes us with 
many interesting particulars relative to the state 
of the fraternity, during and since the reign of 
King Solomon ; and illustrates the causes and cod- 
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sequences of tofme very important events whidi 
occurred daring his reign* 

This section explains the mode of government 
in this class of masons ; it designates the appella* 
tion^ number^ and situation^ of the several officers ; 
and points out the purposes and duties of their re* 
^pective stations. 

The Second Sectiotu 

This section contains much valuable historical 
information, and proves, beyond the |>ower of ccm- 
tradiction, and in the most striking colours, that 
prosperity and happiness are ever the ultimate ccm- 
sequences of virtue and justice, while disgrace and 
ruid invariably follow the practices^ of vice and 
immorality^ 

A proper arrangement of the following charges, 
&c« is essentially necessary to be observed in eveiy 
chapter.; and their application should be familiar 
to every royal arch mason. 

Isaiah xlii. 10. *^ I will bring the blind by a 
way that they knew not ; I will lead them in paths 
that they have not ksiown ; I will make the dark- 
ness light hefore them, and crooked things straights 
These things will I do unto them^ and wiU not 
ibrsake themiiV 
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Prayer rehearsed during the Ceremony of Exal- 
tation to the Degree of Royal Arch Mason. 

** Supreme Architect of Universal Nature, who, 
by thine almighty word, didst speak into being 
the stupendous Arch of Heaven, and, for the in- 
struction and pleasure of thy rational creatures, 
didst adorn us with greater and lesser lights ; 
thereby magnifying thy power, and endearing thy 
■goodness unto the sons of men : we humbly adore 
and worship thine unspeakable perfection. We 
bless thee that when man had fallen from his in- 
nocence and his happiness, thou didst still leave 
unto him the powers of reasoning, and capacity 
of improvement and of pleasure. We thank thee 
-that amidst the pains and calamities of our present 
state, so many means of refreshment and satisfac- 
tion are reserved unto us, while travelling the 
rugged path of l\fe. Especially would we at this 
time render theet>ur thanksgivuig and praise ibr 
the institution, ^ members of which we are at this 
time assembled, and for all the pleasures we have 
decived from it. We thank thee that the few here 
assembled before thee, have been favoured with 
new inducements, and laid under new and strong- 
er obligations, to virtue and holiness. May these 
obligations. Oh blessed Father, have their full ef- 
fect upon us. Teach us, we pray thee, the true 

o 
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'' reverence of thy greats mighty and terrible name. 
Inspire us with a firm and unshaken resolution in 
our virtuous pursuits. Give u& grace diligently to 

^ search thy word in the Book of Nature, wherein 
the duties of our high vocation are incultafted with 
divine authority. May the solemnity of the ceye- 
ftionies of our insftitution be duly impressed on ouir 
tninds, a&d have a lasting and happy effect upon 
our lives. Oh thou who didst aforetime appear 
unto thy servant Moses in u flame offlfe out of 
$he midst ofu bushy enkindle, we beseech thee, 
m each of our hearts, a flame of de\»otioii^o thee, 
of love to each other, and of charity to all man- 
kind. May all thy miracles arid mighty works 

m 

fill us with the dread, and thy goodness impress 
tis with the love, of thy holy name. May holiness 
io the Lord be engraven on all our thoughts, 
words and actions. May the incense of piety as- 
cend continually unto thee from the attar of our 
heaiis, and burn, day and nighf^,'as a sacrifice of 
•a swe^ ismelling savour, well pleasing unto thee. 
And since sin has destroyed within us the Jirst 
temple of purity and innocence', may thy heavenly 
grace guide land assist us in rebuilding a ^ecdiid 
temple of reformation, and may ^he glory of this 
latter house be greater than the gloiy of the for- 
jner. jimen.^ * 



Exodus iii. 1-^. <^ Now Mo$e;s kept the flock 
of Jethro his father in. l^w^ the pciest of Midian ; 
and he led the fiock to the back side of the desert^ 
and came to the mountaw of 6od^ even to Horeb» 
Aod t\u^ ang|M of the Lopd appeared unto him hh 
a flan^. of fire out of the midst of a bush: and h^ 
looked^ aad> behold^ the bush biuroed with fire^ and 
tha bush was not consumed* And Moses said, I 
will Qow turn asWe^ and see tha great sight, why 
th^ bush is not burned. And when the Lord saw 
tbfit he turned aside to see, God called unto him 
out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Mo- 
ses, And he said. Here am I. And he said. Draw 
not nigh hither : put off thy shoes from off thy feet> 
for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground* 
Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, th^ 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob. A^d Moses hid his face, for he was 
afraid to look upon God/* 

2 Ckron. xxxvi. II — 20. " Zedekiah wa&one 
and twenty years old when he began to reign^ 
and reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And he did 
that which was evil in the sight of the Lord his 
God, and humbled not himself before Jeremiah the 
prophet, speaking from the mouth of the Lord. 
And he also rebelled against King Nebuchadnez- 
zar, and stiffened his neck, and hardened his heaj:t 
from turning unto the Lord God of braeU 
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*^ Moreover all the chief of the priests and the 
people transgressed very much^ after all the abo- 
minations of the heathen, and polluted the house 
of the Lord, which he had hallowed in Jerusalem. 
And the Lord God of their fathers sent to them by 
his messengers ; because he had compassion on his 
people, and on his dwelling place. But they mock- 
ed the messengers of God, and despised his words, 
and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the 
Lord arose against his people, till there was no 
remedy. Therefore he brought upon them the 
King of the Chaldces, who slew their young men 
with the sword, in the house of their sanctuary, 
and had no compassion upon young man, or mai- 
den, old man, or him that stooped for age : he 
gave them all into his hand. And all the vessels ' 
of the house of God, great and small, and the 
treasures of the house of the Lord, and the trea- 
sures of the king^ and of his princes ; all these he 
brought to Babylon. And they burnt the house of 
God, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem, and 
burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and de- 
stroyed all the goodly vessels thereof. And them 
that had escaped from the sword, carried he away 
to Babylon ; where they were servants to him 
and his sons, until the reign of the kingdom of 
Persia.'* 
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. Ezra l I — 3. " Now in the first yearW Cyrus, 
king of Persia, the Lord stirred up the spirit of 
Cyrus, king of Persia, that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kii>gdom, and put it also in writ- 
ing, saying. Thus saith Cyrus^king of Persia, The 
Lord God of Heaven hath given me all the king- 
doms of the earth, and he hath charged me to 
build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Ju- 
dah, Wha is there among you of all his people f 
his God be with him, and let him go pp to Jerusa- 
lem which is in Judah, and build the house A the 
liord God of Israel, which is in Jerusalem.** 

Exodus iii. 13, 14. ^ And Moses said unto 
God, Behold, when I come unto the children of 
Israel, and shall say unto them. The God of your 
fathers hath sent me unto you ; and they shall say 
to me. What is his name ? what shall I say unto 
theni ? 

^ And God said unto Moses, I AM that I 
AM : And thus shalt thou say unto the chiidre^t 
of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you." 

Psalm €xli. ^' Lord, I cry unto thee : make 
haste unto me : give ear unto my voice^ Let 
my prayer be set forth before thee as incense, and 
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacri- 
fice. Set a watch, Lord, before my mouth ; 
keep the door of my lips. Incline not my heart 
to any evil thing, to practise wicked works witb 

O 2 
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men that work iniquity. Let the righteous smite 
me^ it shall be a kindness ; and let him reprove 
me, it shall be an excellent oil. Mine eyes are 
unto thee, O God the Lord : in thee is my trust ; 
leave not my soul destitute. Keep me from the 
snares which they have laid for me, and the gins 
of the workers of iniquity. Let the wicked fall 
^ft^^ their own nets, whilst that I withal escape.'^ 

psalm cxlii. " I cwed unto the Lord with my 
▼oics ; with my voice unto the Lord did I make 
my iiipplication. I poured out my complaint be- 
fore him : I shewed before him my trouble. 
When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, 
then thou knewest my path : in the way wherein 
I walked have they privily laid a snare for me. 
I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there 
was no man that would know me : refuge failed 
me : no man cared for my souL I cried unto 
thee, O Lord : I said, Thoii art my refuge, and 
my portion in the land of the living. Attend unto 
my cry ; for I am brought very low : deliver me 
from my persecutors ; for they are stronger than L 
Bring my soul out of darkness, that I may praise 
thy name.*' 

Psalm cxliii. ^' Hear my prayer, O Lord . 
give ear to my supplications : in thy faithfulness 
answer me^ and in thy righteousness. And enter 
not into Judgment with thy servant : for in thy 
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sight shall no man living be justified. For the 
enemy hath persecuted my soul ; he hath smitteif 
my life down to -ihe ground : he hath made me 
to dwell in darkness. Therefore is my spirit over- 
whelmed within me : my heart within me is de- 
solate. Hear me speedily, O Lord ; my spirit 
faileth : hide not thy face from me, lest I be like 
unto them that go down into the pit. Cause me 
to hear thy loving kindness in the morning ; for in 
thee do I trust : cause me to know the way 
wherein I should walk ; for I lift up my soul unto 
thee. Teach me to do thy will; for thou art 
my God : bring my soul out of trouble, and of 
thy mercy cut oiF mine enemies,, for I am thy 
servant.** 

Exodus iv. 1 — 10. *' And Moses answered^ 
and said. But behold, they will not believe me, 
nor hearken unto my voice : for they will say. 
The Lord hath not appeared unto thee. And the 
Lord said unto him^ What is that in thine hand ? 
And he said, A rod. And he safd. Cast it on the 
ground ; and he cast it on the ground, and it be- 
came a serpent; and Moses fled from before iu 
And the Lord said unto Moses, Put forth thine 
hand, and take it by the tail* And he put forth 
hfs hand and caught it, and it became a rod in his 
liand. That they may believe that the Lord God 
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of 
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I$aac^ and the God of Jacobs hath appeared unfor 
thee. 

''And the Lord said furthermore unto him. Put 
now thine hand into thy bosom ; and he put bi« 
band into his bosom : and when he took it out, 
behold, his hand was leprous as snow. And her 
said. Put thine hand inta thy bosom again : and 
he put his hand into his bosom again, and plucked 
it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned 
again as his other flesh* And it shall come txf 
pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearkeo 
to the voice of the first sign, that they will believe 
the voice of the latter sign^ 

'' And it shall come to pass, if they will not be* 
lieve alsa these two sign^, neither hearken unta 
thy voice, that thou shalt take of the wafer of the 
river, and pour it upon the dry land : and the wa- 
ter which thou takest out of the river, shall be* 
come blood upon the dry land." 

Haggai ii. 1 — 9, 23, " In the seventh months 
in the one and twentieth day of the month, came 
the word of the Lord by the prophet Haggai, say- 
iQg9 Speak now to 2^rubbabel the. son of Sheal- 
tiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of 
Josedech, the high priest, and to the residue of thir 
people, saying. Who is left among you that saw 
Ibis house in her first glory ? and how do ye see 
it now ? is it not in your eyes in comparison of is 
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as nothing ? Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, 
and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech the high 
priest, and be strong all ye people of the land, 
and work ; for I am with you, according to the 
'Word which I covenanted with you when ye came 
out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among^'you: 
fear ye not. For thus saith the Lord of Hosts, 
Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the 
heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry 
land : and I will shake all nations, and the desire 
of all nations' shall come, and I will fill this house 
with glory. The silver is mine, and the gold is 
mine. The glory of this latter house shall be 
greater than of the former, and in this plaice will 
I give peace." 

** In that day will I take thee, *Zerubbabcl, 
my servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the Lord, 
and will make thee as a signet : for I have chos* 

m 

en thee." 

Zechariah i v. 6 — 1 0. ^' This is the word of 
the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying. Not by might 
nor power, but by my spirit. Who art thou, 
great mountain ? before Zerubbabel thou shalt be- 
come a plain, and he shall bring forth the head 
stone thereof with shouting, crying, Grace, grace, 
unto it. Moreover the word of the Lord came 
unto me, sa3nng. The hands of Zerubbabel have 
laid the foundation of this house, his hands shall 
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aho finish it ; and thou £balt know that the Lord 
of Hosts hath seat me unto you. For who hath 
despised the day of ajuali things ? for they thalL 
rejoice, and. shall see the plumniet in the handt 
of Zerubhahel with those seven." 

Johu I. l-^« '' la the beguining was th* 
Word, and the Word was with God» and th#i 
Word was God, The same was in the begging 
with God. All things were made by him ; and 
without him was. not any thing made that wae 
made. In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. And the light shineth ia darkness^ 
and the darkness comprehendeth it not.** 

Deuter. xxxi. 24 — 29. '^ And it caoie to 
pass when Moses had made an end of writing the 
words of this law in a boqk, imtil they were fin- 
ished, that Moses commanded the Levites whieb 
bare the ark of the covenant of the l4drd,^sayi]»g, 
Take this book of the law, and put it in the side 
of the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, 
that it may be th^re for a witness against thee.*^ 

Exodus XXV. 21. '^ And thou shall put the 
mercy seat above, upon the ark ; ^nd in the arilr 
thou shalt put the testimony that I sbaU give 
thee.'' 

Exodus xvu S2-— S4. ^' And Moses 8aid> 
This is the thing which the Ziord eommaadetb^ 
Fill as QjDQier of the manna,, to be kept f<^ jQut 
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generations ; that they may see the trread where- 
with 1 have fed you in the wilderness, when I 
brought you forth fi^om ^he land of Egypt. And 
Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot and put an 
omer full of manna therein, and lay it up before 
the Lord, to be kept for your generations. As the 
Lord commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up be- 
fore the testimony to be kept," 4; 

Numbers ^vii. 10. ^* And the Lord said uilto 
Moses, Bring ^laron's rod again before the testi- 
mony, to be kept for a token." 

Hebrews ix. 2 — 5. " For there was a taber- 
nacle made ; the first, wherein was the candle- 
stick, and the table,' aild the shewbread ; which 
is tailed The Sanctuary. And after the vails, the 
tabernacle, which is called The Holiest of all ; 
which had the golden center, and the ark of the 
covenant overlaid round about with gold, where- 
in was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron^s 
rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant ; 
and over it the cherubims of glory, shadowing the 
mercy seat ; of which we cannot now speak par- 
ticularly." 

j^mos ix. 11. " In that day will I raise up the 
tabernacle of David that is 'fallen, and close up 
the breaches thereof, and I will raise up his ruins, 
^md I will build it ai^ 'in the days of old." 




Exodus vi, 2, 3, ** And Goa spaKt uAvJ-jvaj^V^ 
ses^ and said unto hlm^ I am the Lord : And I 
appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac^ and unt» 
Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by my 
name Jehovah was I not known to them.'* 

The following particulars, relative to King 
Solomon's Temple, may with propriety be here 
introduced, and cannot be uninteresting to a royal 
afch mason. 

This famous fabric was situated on Mount Mo- 
riah, near the place where Abraham was about to- 
offer up his son Isaac, and where David met and: 
appeased the destroying Angel. It was begun in 
the fourth year of the reign of Solomon ; the t|^ir J 
after the death of David ; four hundred and eighty 
years after the passage of the Red Sea, and or: 
the second day of the month Zif, being the secona 
month of the sacred year, which answers to th 
21st of April, in tlieyear of the world 2392, an 
was carried on with such prodigious speed, that 
was finished, in all its parts, in little more ths^ 
seven years. 

By the masonic ^rt, and the wise regulaliox: 
of Solomon, every part of the building, whethei 
of stone, brick, timber or metal, was wrought and 
prepared before they were brought <o Jerusalem ; 
so that the only tools made use of in erecting 
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the febric were wooden instruments prepared 
for that purpose. The noise of the ax, the ham- 
oier^ and every other tool of metal, was confined 
to the forests of Lebanon, where the timber was 
procured, and to Mount Libanus, and the plains 
«nd quarries of Zeredathah, where the stones were 
raised, squared, marked and numbered ; that no- 
thing might be beard among the masons at Jeru- 
salem, but harmony and peace. 

In the year of the world 3029, King Solomon 
died, and was succeeded by his son Rehoboam, 
who, immediately after the death of his father, 
went down to Shechem, where the chiefs of the 
people were met together to proclaim him king. 
* When Jeroboam, tlie son oTNebat, who was 
in Egypt, whither he had fled from the presence 
of Solomon, and whose ambition had long aspired 
to the throne, heard of the death df the king, he 
hastened to return from Egj'pt, to put himself at 
the head of the discontented tribes, and lead them 
on to rebellion. He accordingly assembled them- 
together, and came to king Rehoboam, and spake 
to him after this manner : 

" Thy father made our yote grievous ; now, 
therefore, ease thou ^omew];iat the grievous ser- 
vitude of thy father, and his heavy yoke that he 
put upon us, and we will serve thee. And he 
aaid unto them. Come again unto me after three 
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days. And the people departed. And king lie? 
hoboam took counsel with the old men that had 
stood before Solomon his father while he yet livedj 
saying. What counsel give ye me, to return 
answer to this people ? And they spake unto him 
saying. If thou be kind to this people, and please 
them, and speak goods words to them, they will 
be thy servants for ever. But he forsopk the coun- 
sel which the old men gave him, and took counsel 
with the yoiing men that were brought up with 
him, that stood before him. And he said unto 
them. What advice give ye, that we may return 
answer to this people, which have spoken to me, 
saying. Ease somewhat the yoke that thy father 
did put upon us ? And the ^young men that were 
brought up with him spake unto him, saying. 
Thus shalt thou answer the people that spake unto 
thee, saying. Thy father made our yoke heavy, 
but make thou it somewhat lighter for us ; thus 
ehalt thou say unto them. My little finger shall be 
thicker than my father's loins. For, whereas my 
father put a heavy yoke unto you, I will put more 
to your yoke : my father chastised you with whips,, 
but I will chastise you with scorpions. So Jeroboam 
and all the people came to Rehoboam on the third 
day, as the king bade, saying. Come again to me 
on the third day. And the king answered them 
rpi^hly : and king^ Rehoboam forsook the counsel 
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of the old men ; and answered them after the 
tdvioe of the young men^ saying. My father made 
jour yoke heavy, but I will add thereto : my fa- 
ther chastised you with whips, but I will chastise 
]f(m with scorpions. And when all Israel saw that 
Ite king would not hearken unto them, the people 
answered the king, saying. What portion have we 
kk David i and we have none inheritance in the 
son of Jesse : every man to your tents, O Israel : 
^tid now, David, see to thine own house. So all 

Itrael went to their tents." 

See 2 Chron. chap, x. 

But as for the children of Israel that dwelt in 
the cities of Judah and Benjamin, Rehoboam 
r^gned oVer them. 

In this manner were the tribes of Israel divided, 
md under two distinct governments, for 254 years, 
when the ten revolted tribes, having become weak 
ftnd degenerated, by following the wickedness and 
idolatry of the kings who governed them, fell a 
prey to Salmanezer, king of Assyria, who in the 
reign of Hoshea, king of Israel, besieged the city 
of Samaria, laid their country waste, and utterly 
extirpated their government. Such was the 
wretched fate of a people who disdained subjeo- 
tion to the laws of the house of David, and whose 
impiety and effeminacy ended in their destruction^ 
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After a series of cbangeTSad-.. Ana -4«aii^ of wlidi 
an account may be found in the history of^tbt 
Temple, Nebuchadnezzar, king of BabyloOi with 
his forces, took possession of Jerusalem, and bav* 
ittg made captive Jehoiachim, the king of Judah, 
elevated his uncle Zedekiah to the throne, after 
binding him by a sokmn oath neither to make in- 
novations in the government,, nor to take part with 
the Egyptians in their wars against Babylon* 

At the end of eight years Zedekiah vidated hit 
oath to Nebuchadnezzar, by forming a treaty o& 
fensive and defensive with the Egyptians ; think- 
ing that jointly they could subdue the king of 
Babylon* Nebuchadnezzar immediately marched^ 
and ravaged Zedekiah's country, seized his castle 
and fortress, and proceeded to the siege of Jeru- 
salem, Pharoah, learning how Zedekiah wat 
pressed^ advanced to his relief, with a view of 
raising the siege. Nebuchadnezzar, having inti- 
mation thereof, would not wait his approach, but 
proceeded to give him battle, and in one contest 
drove him out of Syria. This circumstance sus- 
pended the siege. 

In the ninth year of Zedekiah's reign, the king 
of Babylon again besieged Jerusalem, with a large 
army, and for a year and an half exerted all hi& 
itrength to conquer it ; but the city did not yields 
though enfeebled by famine and pestilence* 
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In the eleventh year the siege went on vigo- 
rously ; the Babylonians completed their works, 
having raised towers all round the city, so as to 
drive the invaded party from its walls. The place, 
&oiigh a prey to plague and famine, was obsti< 
Mitely defended during the space of a year and a 
fcelf. But at length, want of provisions and forces 
compelled its surrender, and it was accordingly 
delivered, at midnight, to the officers of Nebtt- 
ebadnezzar. * 

Zedekiah, seeing the troops enter the temple^ 
absconded by a narrow pass, to the desert, with 
bis officers and friends : but advice of his escape 
being given to the Babylonians, they pursued them 
early in the morning, and surrounded them near 
Jericho, whef^ they were bound, and carried be-* 
Ibrc the king, who ordered his wives and' children 
to be put to death in his sight ; and then ordered 
Zedekiah's eyes to be put out, and himself con** 
ducted in chains to Babylon. 

After this victory, Nebuchadnezzar dispatched 
his principal officer, Nebuzaradai), to Jerusalem,* 
to ransack and burn both palace and temple, to 
raze the city to the ground, and conduct the cap- 
tive inhabitants to Babylon ; this or^r ' he ac- 
cordingly executed. Among the captives were 
the following persons of eniinence : Seraiah, the 
high priest ; Zephamah, next in raxdi ; the secret 

p2 
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tary to tbe king ; three principal keepers of the 
temple ; seven of the king's chosen friends, aad 
other persons of distinction* 

Li the seventieth year of the captivity of the 
Jews, and the first of the reign of Cyrus, king of 
Persia, he issued his famous edict, purporting that 
tbe God adored by the Israelites, was tbe eternal 
Being through whose bounty he enjoyed the re« 
gal dignity, and that he had found hiaiself honour- 
ably mentioned by the prophets of ancient date^. 
as the person who should cause Jerusalem to be 
rebuilt, and restore the Hebrews to their formes 
state of grandeur and independency; he therefore 
gave orders for the release of the captives, wUb 
bis permission to return to their own native coun* 
try^ to rebuild the city, and the house of the Lord. 

The principal people of the tribes of Judah and 
Senjamin^ with the priests and Levites, immedi- 
ately departed for Jerusalem and commenced tbe 
undertaking ; but many of the Jews determined 
to remain in Babylon, rather than relinquish tbe 
possesskuis they had obtained in that city. 

Ckarge to a newly exalted Companion 

* Worthy Companion^ 

** By the consent and assistance of the mem- 
kn of this dMpter^ you are now exalted to the 
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tidblime and honourable degree of a royal arcb 
naMn* 

'' Having attained this degree^ you have arrived 
at the summit and perfection of ancient masonry ; 
and aife consequently entitled to a full explanation 
of the mysteries of the order. 

" The rites and mysteries developed in this de- 
gree have been handed down through a chosen< 
few, unchanged by time^ and uncontrouled by 
prejudice ; and we expect and trusty they will be 
regarded by you with the same veneration^ and 
transmitted with the same scrupxilous purity to 
your successors. 

^ No one can reflect on the ceremonies of 
gaining admission into this place^ without beings 
forcibly struck with the impoj^tant lessons whicb 
they teaclu 

** Here we are necessarily led to contemplate^ 
with gratitude and admiration the sacred source^ 
from whence all earthly comforts flow ; here we 
find additional inducements to continue, stedfast 
and immoveable in the discharge of our respective 
duties ; and here we are bounds by the most so- 
lemn ties^ to promote each others' welfare^ and 
correct each others' failings^ by advice^ admonitioa 
and reproof. 

<^ As it is our most earnest desire, and a dutjr 
wt owe to our compaanna of this «rder, tiMit Uit 
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* admission of every candidate into this chapter 
shall be attended by the approbation of the most 
scrufinizing eye^ we hope always to possess the 
satisfaction of finding none amongst us, hut such 
as will promote to the utmost of their power th* 
great end of our institution. By paying due at- 
tention to this determinj^ion^ we expect you will 
never recommend any candidate to this chapter, 
whose abilities^ and knowledge of the foregoing 
degrees^ you cannot freely vouch for, and whom 
you do not firmly and confidently believe, will 
fully, conform to the principles of our order, and 
fulfil the obligations of a royal arch msson» While 
such are our members, we may expect to be united 
in one object, without lukewarmness, inattentioiv 
or neglect ; but zeal, fidelity, and affection, will 
be the distinguishing characteristics of our society, 
and that satisfaction, harmony and pes^e may be 
enjoyed at our meetings, which no other society 
ean aflford.'* 

CLOSING, 

The chapter is closed with solemn ceremonies ; 
and the following prayer it rehearsed, by the most 
excellent high priest : 

« By the Wisdom of the Supreme High Priest 
ni9^ we be directed, by his Strength may we be 
cMcM^ ai^i by the BcoM^Qt wtue^aay we be' 
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bcited^ to perform the obligations here enjoined 
on U8 ; to keep inviolably the mysteries her^ un- 
folded to us ; and invariably to practise all those 
duties out of the chapter^ which are inculcated in 

Response. So mote it fre» Jmen* 



After these observations^ little more can be 
wanted to encourage the zealous mason to perse- 
vere in his researches. Whoever has traced the 
art in regular prc^ression from the commence- 
ment of the firsts to the conclusion of the seventh 
degree, according to the plan here laid down, will 
have amassed an ample store of useful learning ; 
and must reflect with pleasure on the good effects 
of his past diligence and attention ; while, by ap* 
plying the whole to the general advantage of so- 
ciety, he will observe method in the proper distri- 
bution of what he has acquired, secure to himself 
the veneration of masons, and the approbation of 
all good men. 



CHAPTER XV. 

ObservatioThs on the Order of High Priest. 

THIS order appertains to the office of High 
Priest of a Roy%l Arch Chapter, and no one can 
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be legally entitled to receive it until he has bees 
elected to sustain that office in some regular 
chapter of Royal Arch Masoni* 

The following passages of scripture are made 
use of during the ceremonies appertaining to tbii 
order, viz. - 

Gen. xiv. 12—24. " And they took Lot, 
Abram's brother^s son, (who dwelt in Sodom,) and 
his goods, and departed* And there came one 
that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew ; 
for he dwelt in the plain of Mamre the Amonfe, 
brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner : and these 
were confederate with Abram. And when Abram 
heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed 
his trained servants, bom in his own house, three 
hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unte 
Dan. And he divided himself against them, he 
and his servants, by night, and smote them, and 
pursued them unto Hobah, which is on the left 
*hand of Damascus. And he brought back all the 
goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, 
and his goods, and the women also, and the peo- 
ple. And the king of Sodom went out to meet 
him, (after his return from the slaughter of Che- 
dorlaomer, and of the kings that were with himj 
at the valley of Sheveh, which is the king's dale. 
And Melchizedec king of Salem brought forth 
bread anc^ wine : and lye was the priest of th& 
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most high God. And lie blessed him^ and said. 

Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor 

of heaven and earth : and blessed be the most 

high God, which hath delivered thine enemies 

into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of alU 

And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give 

me the persons, and take the goods to thyself. 

And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have 

iiited up mine^hand unto the Lord, the most high 

Crod, the possessor of heaven and earth, that I will 

not take from a thread even to a shoe-latchet, and 

that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest 

4hou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich : 

Save only that which the young men have eaten, 

«nd the portion of the men which went with me, 

Aner, Eshcol^ and Mamre ; let them take their 

portion.'' 

Numb, vu 22 — 26. '^ And the Lord spake unto 
Moses, saying. Speak unto Aaron, and unto his 
tontf saying. On this wise ye shall bless the chil- 
dren of Israel, saying unto them> The Lord bless 
thee, and keepXhee ; the Lord make his face shine 
upon thee, and be gracious unto thee : the Lord 
liA up his countenance upon thee, and give thee 
peace.'' 

Hebrews vii. 1 — 6. " For this Mclchizedec, 
king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who 
met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the 
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kings^ and blessed him ; to whom also Abraham 
gave a tenth part of all ; (first being, by interpre- 
tation^ King of righteousness^ and after that also. 
King of Salem, which is. King of peace ; -without 
father, without mother, without descent, having 
neither beginning of days, nor end of life '; but 
made like unto the Son of God ;) abideth a priest 
continually. Now, consider how great this man 
was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham 
gave the tenth of the spoils. And verily they 
that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the of- 
fice of the priesthood, have a commandment to 
take tithefi of the people according to the law, that 
is, of their brethren, though they come out of the 
loins of Abraham.** 

*^ For he testifieth. Thou art a priest for ever, af- 
. ter the erder of Melchizedec. 

'^ And inasmuch as not without an oath he was 
made priest. 

*^ For those priests (under the Levitical law) 
were made without an oath ; but this with an 
oath, by him that said unto him. The Lord sware 
and will not repent. Thou art a priest for ever, 
after the order of Melchizedec." 



THE 

FREEMASON'S MONITOR. 

BOOK 11. • 

« 

CHAPTER I. 
X)fthe Government of Royal Arch Chapters. 

THE first three degrees of masonry are holden 
tmder the authorky oi Orand Lodges^ composed 
of the master and wardens of all the lodges^witbin 
a certain district, together 'with the proper grand 
officers ; the organization of which, will be no- 
ticed in another part of this work. 

In like manner chapters of royal arch masons, 
with power to confer the preparatory degrees oi" 
mark roaster, past master, and most excellent 
master, are holden \mder the authority of grand 
chapters, composed oi the three principal officers 
of all the royal arch chapters within a certam dis- 
trict, together with the proper grand officers. 

Until the year 17^7, no grand chapter of royal 
arch masons was organized in America. Previously 
to this period, a competent number of companions 
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of that degree^ possessed of sufiicient abilities^ JUa* 
det the sanction of a master's warranty proceeded 
to exercise the rights and privileges of royal arch 
chapters, whenever they thought it expedient and 
jiroper ; although in most cases the approbation 
of a neighbouring chapter was deemed useful, if 

not ess^tisd. 

This unrestrained mode of proceeding was sub- 
ject to many inconveniences ; unsuitable charac- 
ters might be admitted ; irregularities in the mode 
of working introduced ; the purposes of the society 
perverted ; and thu^ the order degraded, by falHng 
into XhM lianas of those who might be regardless 
of the reputation of the inatitution. If difierencee 
should arise between two chapters, who was t# 
decide upon them ? If unworthy chtraders^ wh* 
for want of due caution had gained adousaio^ 
should attempt^ to open new chapters, for their 
own emolument, or for the porposee of conviviali- 
ty or intetnperaBce, who was to restrain them f 
K the estaWshed regulaticffls^ aad aKcieet land- 
niarks, sboold be violated or brokea down, where 
"was there power sufficient to remedy the evil ? . 

SeoaiHe of the existence of these, and many 
other inconvenien^s to which tbeorder were tab-. 
Jected, the chapters of royal arch masons, in various 
parts of the United States, have, within a few year» 
past, tufcen the prqwr and M(cegsaiy^nM««ires.ipr 
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forming and establiahmg grand royal arch chaptem^ 
tor their better government and regulation. 

Ib the year 1797, a convention of representa- 
tives from the several chapters in the state of 
Pennsylvania, met at Philadelphia ; and, after 
mature deliberation, cam^ to a resolution <^ form- 
ing and opening a grand royal arch chapter, whicb 
was accordingly accomplished in good harmony. 

Actuated by sunilar motives, on the 24th of 
.October, 17d7, a convention of committees, from 
several chapters in the northern states,, assembled 
at Mason's Hall, in Boston ; being appointed (as 
expressed in their credentials) '^ To meet with 
any, or every chapter of royal arch masons, W'ithitt 
the states of New-Hampshire, Massachusetts^ 
Rhode-Island, Connecticut, Vermont, and New- 
York ; or with any committee or committees, du- 
ly appointed and authorised, by aq^ or all of said 
chapters, and to deliberate upon the propriety and 
expediency of forming and establishing a grand 
chapter of royal arch masons, for the government 
mnd regulation of the several chapters within the 
taid states.'^ 

M. £. Thomas Smith W£6B was chosen 
Chairman. 

Comp. William Woart, Scribe. 

The convention, having taken the matter into 
tonskieratipnj, came to a determination to forward 
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to each of the chapters withia the six states before^ 
mentioned a circular letter, expressive of their 
opinions on the subject, which letter was ixk tht 
words following, viz. 

(CIRCULAR.) 
-*< Companions, 

*< FROM time iiumemoriaI> we find that Grand Lodges ol 
Free and Accepted Masons, have been established, wherever 
Masonry has flourished j for the purpose of granting war- 
rants for instituting private Lodges, as well as for establish- 
ing certain general rules and regulations for the goyernment 
of the same. 

^' It is an opinion generaUy received, and we think well 
authenticated, that no Grand Lodge of Master Masons can 
claim or exercise authority over any Convention or Chapter 
of Roffal Arch Masons', nor can any Chapter, although of 
standing immemorial, exercise the authority of a Grand 
Chapter : We therefore think it highly expedient, for tht 
regular goverument of all Chapters within the said States, 
who exercise the rights and privileges of Royal Arch Masons \ 
and to prevent ir^gularities in the propagation and use of 
those rights and privileges, that there should be a Grand 
Chapter of lloyal Arch Masons established within the said 
States : And whereas this Convention has received offi<4al 
information from our Companions at Philadelphia, that the 
several Chapters within their vicinity, have recently assem- 
bled and established a Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Ma- 
sons for their government; In conformity to their exam* 
pie, we think it our duty to recommend to the several Cbap« 
ters within the said States of New-Hampshire, Marsacbii- 
sctts, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, Vermont and New- York, 
to unite and form a Grand Chapter for the said States. 

*^ The local situation of the States before mentioned, the 
easy and fiequent intercourse between their several princt- 
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fmX tbwns and cities, as well ay tbe similarity of habits, maa^ 
ners and customs, as citizens and as Masous, which prevail 
thFoughottt the said States, induce us to be lieve that a uaion of 
all the Chapters therein in one Grand Chapter ^ will have the 
■MWt useful, lasting and happy eftects im the uniform distri- 
button Jind propagation of the sublime degrees of Maaoary. 
They therefore take the liberty of recommending to the con- 
•idei*ation of your Most Excellent Chapter, the propriety oi 
appointing one or more delegate or delegates, to represent 
yrar Chapter, at a meeting of the several Chapters befora 
ttentioiied, to be holden at the City of Hartford, in theStal^ 
•f Connecticut, on the fourth Wednesday of January next em- 
•aing ; investing them with full power and authority, in con- 
sanction with the other delegates, to form and open a Grand 
Cii^ter qf Royal Arch Masons^ and to establish a Constitntion 
&c the government and regulation of all the Chapters that- 
tow are, or may hereafter be, erected within the said States.*** 

In conaequence of this dddress, the several 
chapters within the States therein enumerated 
(mth the exception of two or three chapters only) 
appointed delegates, who assemb^ at Hartford, 
an the fourth Wednesday in Januar}', 1798, and 
after several days deliberation upon the subject, 
they formed and adopted a constitution for th« 
governaoent of the royal arch chapters, and lodgea 
•f mark masters, past masters and most excellent 
aasters, throughout the said states ; and having 
elected and installed their grand officers, \\m 
grand chapter became completely orgajaized. 
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CHAPTER ir. 
Powers vested in the General Grand Officers. 

AGREEABLY to the General Grand Royal 
Arch Constitutioji, Grand Royal Arch Chapters 
were established in the several Northern States, 
where there were royal arch chapters existing ; 
and in every instance the private chapters have 
united with, and acknowledged the authority of 
the said grand chapters* 

The long-desired and necessary authority for 
correcting abuses, and regulating the concerns of 
royal arch masonry, in the northern states, being 
thus happily established, the sublime degrees soon 
became flourishing and reitpectable. Royal arch 
masons in the southern states (where there were 
no grand chapters) observed with pleasure and 
satisfaction the establishment of grand Chapters ia 
the northern states, under the authority of a genet 
ral constitution, and became desht>us of uniting 
with them, under the same authority. Appllca* 
tions were accordingly made for the privilege o£ 
opening new chapters in the southern states ; but 
there bemg no provision made in ^e constitution 
for extending its authority beyond the limits first 
contemplated, the state grand chapters took the 
subject into consideration, and the following pro* 
eeedings were bad thereon : 
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GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER OF TH£ STATE 

OF RHODE-ISLAND. 

Providence, Jcmuary 4, 1804. 
• UPON motion made and seconded, the following re solU' 
tioDS, together with the preamble, pasted unanimously, viz. 

Whereas an application has been made to thi& Grand 
Chapter for the institution of a Royal Arch Chapter in one 
•f the Southern States ; and whei'eas the 13th section, 2nd 
trticle of the Gi*and Royal Arch Constitution provides that 
the jurisdiction ef the several State Grand Chapters shall 
fiot extend beyond the limits of the state in which they shair 
frapectively be holden : therefore, 

Hesolved, that in the opinion of this grand chapt^, n« state 
grand chapter is competent to grant warrants for the insti- 
tution of chapters or lodges beyond the jurisdiction of the 
state wherein the same is holden, excepting the instances 
provided for by the 9th section of the second article of the 
constitution. 

And whereas it appears to thiff grand chapter an object of 
freat importance that the benefits of the grand royal arch 
constitution should be extended throughout the United 
States so soon as the same can be regularly effected, there* 
fore, 

Retolvedy that this grand chapter do invest, and they do* 
hereby invest, the grand high priest, king and scribe of the 
general grand chapter, or any two of v them conjointly, witb 
fiill power and authority to grant and issue letters of dispen- 
sation for the institution of lodges of maik masters, past 
masters, most excellent mastei's, and chapters of royal arch 
masons, within any state in which there is not a grand royal* 
arch chapter established ; upon the same principles and con- 
ditions as the grand and deputy grand 4iigh priests of the 
state grand chapters are authorised to grant letters of dis- 
pensation for the like purposes in their respective states : 
Provided, that the fees required by the constitution on suchr 
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tecasums shaU be paidioto the baada of tbe trtamrar of ifte 
geueral grand chapter. 

Remhedf tbat tbe ipraad aecretary communicate a copy of 
tbo fouKfoiog reaolutionfl, aad also- a copy of tbe anaeiBed eiiw 
cular letter, to the aeireral grand chapters in tbe MorlftMn* 
itateti and solicit theiv concanenee thereim. 

' (CIRCULAR.) 

<< Tq tkM Mott JExceiiaU Grqnd Officers and Companwnt qf U« 
Grand Ro^l Arch Chafterqftbe State t^f 

** Excellent CaxPAVioHS, 

ic XH£ subject of the annexed resokLtiono, which pie* 
sented itself far the eonsidemtion of this grand chapter at 
their meeting of tbe present dabs, is viewed by us as iny^lr: 
wg consequences of seciqua ■Ngnitode, and snob as- w« wfi^ 
prebend ai*e intimately connected with the tranquillity, if 
not tbe existence, of that union, which at present so bappilf 
subsists between tbe several grand royal asch chapters- of the 
Korthern States of Amerieai 

'^ At tbe period when th<8 general giwid chapter was first 
instituted^ and the coasiitution which unitefr and governs 
ns was forsMi and> ratified, it vaa tnppnsed to be isapmcti-' 
cable to extend its influence throughout the United States ;; 
its provisiotts vera ikiret&nt confined to the six northern- 
states only : but snbaeqveat experience has taught us thnIS 
lis extension is not only practicable^ but desirable. 

V The first question thnt naturally arises on this subject 
in^celatiTe to the nsanner in which this extension cnn be e^ 
fieoted consistently with the constitnlion. By tbe I9th aea- 
^on 2nd article of tbe eonstitution, the several state grand 
chapters are prohibited the pririlege of instituting chi p te r sy. 
4ie. in any of tbe soutiMm or middle states ; and it foHowr 
of course that if a chapter should be granted contrary to thn 
prorisiona of the constitution within any of the laid states>. 
i|4s of iMImtlAKly nnU M T«id» 
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^ This grand chapter therefore proposes that competent 
authority to grant warrants for the institution of chapters 
and lodges within any state in which there is no grand chap- 
ter established, should be vested by the several state grand 
. chapters in the general grand high priest, general grand king 
and general grand scribe, or any two of them conjointly ; 
the monies arising therefrom, and also the annual dues from 
jaid chapters and lodges so instituted, to be paid into the 
-gcueral grand fund for the purpose of assisting in defraying 
the expenses of the general grand chapter at their septennial 
.saeeting. 

'* Upon comparing the plan here proposed with any other 
that has occurred to us, it appears to possess the fewest ob- 
jections, and the greatest advantages. In forming this 
•pinion, we are led to consider that the several state grand 
chapters possess equal rights and privileges, and it follows 
that if either of them has authority to grant warrants be- 
y4Wld the jurisdiction assigned them by the constitution, they 
each and all possess the same authority *, and in the exercise 
•f this authority they may often be led unintentionally ts 
interfere with each other's interests, and thereby mar that 
nmon which it ought to be our care to cultivate and in^ 
proveiy and thus there may be as mauy chapters instituted in 
any one of the southern states as thei*e are gi*and chapter* 
in the northern states, each holding under a different autho* 
rity, and all at variance with each other. 

** This is one of the consequences that may be expected ts 
arise from the exercise of this authority by the state grand 
chapters ^ because, if a petition be presented to any one of 
the grand chapters for a. warrant, they will only expect a re-* 
commendation from another chapter under their own juris- 
diction ; and although there may be many (and perhaps too 
many) chapters already established in the vicinity of the 
place where the new one is intended to be opened, yet being 
muder a different jurisdiction, a recommendation cannot lie 
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•xpccted or required firom them ; and tkus may cbaptera Im 
imtituted, in this mode, in direct bostilit]^ to the best iiiti*' 
tests of the iostitntioa. 

** If the nnioa of tbeseters) ffmtid chapters under oae jg^ 
veml head, and under one co nstitution, be coasiderad an ob» 
jtttt of iipportance to our feneral iuterests, by eetablishiBi^ 
and cultivating one iKiifbrm and consistent manner of worii- 
ing in the snblime degrees throughout the United States, tt 
is then of importance thai this union should be s^engtlM** 
ad and improved by all possible means ; and it iscottse^aent* 
ly essential, that the septennial meeting of the general grand 
chapter should be regularly, fblly and respectably attended. 

** If the jurisdiction of the constitution should be exlesi- 
•d throughout the Unitod States, at the next general l aa d 
tag, it may become necessary to appoint a plaoe for f«i4wa 
meetings further soothwai^ ; aiid as the necessary expemsea 
vill consequently be increased) it may be then thouglit pro- 
per to derise some mode tbr the aceumulation of a general 
fund, that shall be adequate to this useful and important 
purpose. 

" If the proposition now made should be adopted, the pe- 
auniary benefits arising from the institution of new chufpterr 
will be experienced equally by all the grand chapters in the 
confederatiou ; and, judging by the wise and libci*al |»o)icy 
which has hitherto marked the proceedings of your most ex- 
cellent grand chapter, we presume that no pecuniary €on-~ 
sideration will operate to prerent your concurrence with ua 
ia the annexed resolutions. 

^ By order of the M. E. Grand Chjlpteil 

" Grand Secretary:* 

A majority of the grand chapters ackoowledg* 
ing the jurisdiction of the constitution, having 
agreed to the beforehiwitioned decree, proposed by 
the grand chapter of Rhode-Island^ the general 



grand oflBcers became invested with the power 
mud authority therein expressed* 

On the first day of December, 1804, the gene- 
ral grand officers granted a letter oi dispensation 
for Joianing and holding a chapter of royal arch 
masons, in the city of Savannah, in the state of 
Gtorgia, by the name of Georgia Chapter ; 
.md^on the first day (^ March, 1805, they grant- 
*(tA ft flatter of dispensation for forming and open* 
iBg a new royal arch chapter in the town of 
Beaufort^ in the stated South Caroiina, by t\m 
of Unitx Chapter. 



CHAPTER III. 

ON (he rirfltn day of January, 1799, the grand 
^chapter of the northern states met, by adjourn* 
ment, at Providence, in the State of Rhode-Island, 
Bad revised their constitution* 
. The second sectiom of the first article of the 
CoDstkution as revised, directed that the General 
Grand Chapter should convene septenniaHy for the 
choice of officers and other business. A naeeting 
was accordingly holden at the city t)f Middletown, 
(CottB.) commencing •on the 9th day of Januarys 
A. D, 1800. h 
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PRESENT, 

Representatives from the respective Grand Chap^ 
t«r5 of the States of Rhode-island^ Connecticut^ 
New- York, and Vermont. 

A communication was presented by Companioa 
Ozias Fuller, from Rutland, in the State of Ver* 
mont, signed '^ NichoUs Goddard, Grand Secreta- 
ry," informing this General Grand Chapter of the 
formation of a Grand Royal Arch Chapter in the 
said State, and subjoining a copy of their regula- 
tions, and also a certificate of the appointment of 
the said Ozias Fuller as Proxy of the Grand High 
Priest of the said Grand Chapter. 

A communication was also received from the 
Secretary of the Grand Chapter of the State of 
New- York, containing the report of a committee 
appointed by the said Grand Chapter upon the 
subject of the formation of a Grand Chapter m the 
State of Vermont. 

The two communications beforementioned hav- 
ing been read and considered, it was resolved. 
That this General Grand Chapter deem it advisa* 
ble, under a consideration of all the circumstances 
attending the formation of a Grand Royal Arch 
Chanter in the State of Vermont, to admit, and 
tliey do hereby admit, the said Grand Chapter of 
Vermont, into a Union witl'^' us, imder the General 
Grand Royal Arch Constitutiout 
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A tommunication was received from the Gene- 
Tal Grand King, and the General Grand Scribe, 
•stating, that by virtue of amthorfty derived from a 
special decree of several of the State Grand Chap- 
"ters, they bad conjointly issued a wanant for in- 
stituting a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in the 
town of Beaufort, in the State of South-Carolina, 
«by the name of *^ Unity Chapter ;'* and also ano- 
ther warrant for instituting a Chapter of Royal 
-Arch Masons, in the City of Savannah, in the 
State of Georgia, by the name of ^^ Georgia Chajh 



rter,^ 



Whereupon it was resolved. That this General 

•Grand Chapter do approve of the proceedings of 

the General Grand King, and the General Grand 

•^Scribe, relative to the formation oi Unity Chapter, 

in Beaufort, and Georgia Chapter, in Savannah ; 

'and that their respective warrants be confirmed, 

and made permanent, by either of the aforenamed 

^General Grand Officers. 

In order to prevent the printing or circulation 
of incorrect or mutilated copies of the Constitution, 
it was resolved. That the -copy right of the game ' 
-be vested in the General Grand King, until the 
further orders of the General Grand Chapter. 

A committee was appointed, consisting of the 
General Grand Kiqg, and the General Grand Sec- 
retary, to transcribe, and procure to be printed, a 

R 
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suitable number of copies of tbe Constitution^ and 
transmit them to tbe several States. 

Resolved, That the next Septennial meeting of 
the General Grand Chapter,' be faolden in the City 
of New-York, on the second ThuFsday in Septem- 
ber, A. D. 1812. 

The Greneral Grand Chapter proceeded to t 
"choice of officers^ agreeably to the Constitutioii^ 
^hen the companions, whose names follow, were 
elected to the offices annealed to their respective 
names, viz« 
M.K Benjamin Hurd, jun. Esq. of Charlestown, 

(Mass.) General Grand High Priest. 
M.E. Thomas S. Webb, iS«i. of Providence (R.L) 

General Grand King. 
M.E. Ezra Ames, of Albany (N. Y.) General 

Grand Scribe. 
E. Otis Ammidon, of Providence (R.I.) General 

Grand Secretary. 
E. James Harrison^ of Boston (Mass.) General 

Grand Treasurer. 
p. and Rev^ Jonathan Nye^ of St. Albans (Ver- 
mont) General Grand Chaplain. 
E, Joseph Huntingdon^ of Norwich (Codxl) Gent- 

ral Grand Marshal. 

The General Graijd Chapter then resolved itself 
into a Committee of the whole upon the General 



Grand Royal Aroh Constitution^ when sundry alte- 
rations and amendments were proposed^ and con* 
sideredj and afterwards ratified and confirmed^ 
faj Ihe Generri Grand Chapter ; which Constitii- 
tionj as ratified and confirmed^ is in the words fol* 
lowing^; viz* 

TESl 

SBNBRAL GBAN© ROYAL^ ARCH 
eONSTITUTLONy he. 



ARTICLE I. 

Sec. 1. THBB.E shall be a General- Grand Cliaptcr oft 
Boya) Arcli Masons, for t&e tJYuted States of America ; 
vhich sUallbe Uolden.as is llereiaafler directed, aodshaUcon-^ 
Kct of a General Grand High Priest, General G)rand Kin^,. 
General Grand Sbribe, Secretaiy, IVeasurer, Chaplain, and 
iHEarshal. and likewise of the serei-al Grand, and Deputy 
6cand Hi^ Priests, Kings and Scribes fbr the time being*^ 
tfthetevecal Grand Chapters hereinafter enumeratedy and 
of the Past General Grand High Priests, Kings and Scribes 
^ the «aid General Grand Chapter -^ and the said enumci-ated 
OfHcers^ or their Proxies, shall be the only membera and ro- 
ters in the said General Grand Koya^ Arch Chapter. 

Sec. 2. The General Grand Chapter shall meet Septenni- 
%lly,on the second Thursday in September, fbr the choice of 
•fficersj and other business j dating from the second Thiixs*. 
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day in Sepiember,, A. D. 1805, at such place as may, from) 
time to time, be appointed. 

Sec. 3. A special meeting of the General Grand Chapter 
«hall be oalled whenever the General Grand High Priest, 
Cseoecal Grand King, and General Grand Scribe, or any tvo- 
«f them, may deem it necessary ; and also whenever it may 
be required by a majority of the Grand Chapters of the States 
aforesaidj^ provided such reqvisition be made known in writ^ 
ing, by the said Grand Chapters respectively, to the, General 
Grand High Priest, King or Sci>ibe— And it shall be th* 
duty of the said General OfiBcers, and they are each of them 
fieverally authorised, empowered and directed, upon receivings 
official notice of such requisition from a majority of tho 
Grand Chapters aforesaid,, to appoint a time and place of 
meeting, and notify each of the said Grand Chapters thereof 
accordingly. 

Sec. 4. It shall be incumbent on the General Grand Higk 
Priest, General Grand King, and General Grand Scribe^ 
SLvei^lly, to improve and perfect themselves in the sublime 
Ai'tB, and work of Mark Afastcrs, Past Masters, Most £xcel- 
kut Masters, and Royal Arch Masons j — ^to make themselve*. 
Masters of the several Masonic Lectures and Ancient Cbargr 
rs j^to consult with each other,, and with the Grand and 
Deputy. Grand High Piicsts, Kings and Scribes of the several 
States -aforesaid, for the purpose of adopting, measures suita* 
ble and proper for difiusingaki^owledge of the said Lecture«L 
and Charges, and an uniform mode.of toorArtn^, in the several 
Chapters and Lodges- throughout this jurisdiction ; and the 
better to effect this laudable purpose, the aforesaid General 
Grand Officers are severally hereby authorised and empower- 
ed to visit and preside in any and every. Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, and Lodge of Most Excelleut, Psust, or Mark 
Master Masons, throughout the said States, and to give such 
insitructions and directions as the good of the Fraternity may 
require) always adhering to the ancient landmarks. of th^ 
•rder. 



Sec. 5. la all cases of tlie absence of aiiy OiBcer from any 
body of Masons, instituted or holden by vintne of this Con- 
stitution, the officer next in rank shall succeed his superior ; 
unless through coui'tesy said officer should decline in fuvonc 
•fa past superior Officer present.— And in case of the ab- 
sence of all the Officers from any legal meeting of either of 
the bodies aforesaid, the memhers- pre^eut, according to 
gtaiority aoi abiiitief j il^U till Ibe several Ql^ecw. 
' Sec. 6. lu eveiry Chapter ov. Lodge ol Hasotis, instituted 
•r holden by Tivtac of thi» CousUtutiony all questions (ox. 
cept ttpoa-the.afdmusioii of members or candidates) shall be 
dbrtemMned by a Majority of votes ^ the presiding officer for 
Ike tnike being, .beings eQtitkd to vote,- if a Member ; and iu 
caae the votes should at any time be equally divided, the pre- 
siding Officer a» aforesaid eiuaXl give the casting vote. 

Sec. 7. Tiie General Graad Royal Arch Chapter shall be 

eoitopetent (on concurrence of two thirJs of its Members prc- 

■ent) at any tiaie hereafter,, to revise,, amend and alter this 

€onBtitntion. 

- Sec. 8. Iu Case any casualty should at any time hcrcaflir 

prevent the septenaial clcctiQu of Officers^ the several Gene- 

ral Grand'Officers -shall sustain their Lct^pective offices un* 

M fucceiBors are duly elected and qnaliiied. 

• ^S^. 9. The C^eral Grand High Priest, General Grand 

King, andCvenenil Graad Scribe, shall severally have power 

and authority tft> iq^ftitnte new ^oyal Arch Chapters^ and. 

I«odgfl8 of the subordinate degrees, in any State in which 

there as npt a Grand Chapter regularly established. But uo 

hew C^UKpter shall he instituted in any State wherein there is< 

a Chaf^ter- or Chapters holden under the authority of tliis 

CEouBtitntiou, witho^ ajxcoawucadatiou from the Chapter 

Deacestthe residence of the petitioaers.-^-The Fees for insti- 

4uting a new Royal Arch Chapter, Mrith the Fnbordinate de- 

Ijreea, shall be niaety dollars ; and for a new Mark Masters* 

Ladge, tventy doUars ; exclusive of such coaipensationr tcK 

U 2 
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the Grand Secretary, as the Grand Oifioen. aforesaid m»ff 
deem reasonable. 

ARTICLE IL 

•r THZ STATE GRAKD ROYAL ARCH CGTAPT^RS. 

Sec. 1. The State Grand Chapters shall severally 
consist of% Grand. High Priest, Deputy. Grand High Priestf 
Grand King^ Grand Scribe, Grand Secretary, Grand Treasur- 
er, Grand Chaplain, and Grand Marshal, and likewise of tho 
High Priests, Rings-and Scribes, for the tine being, of the 
several Chapters over which they shall respectively preside, 
and of the Past Grand and> Deputy Grand High Priests^ 
Kings and Scribes of the said Grand Chapters ; and the said 
enumerated Officers (or their proxies) shall be the only mem^ 
bers and votersin the said Grand Chapters respectively. 

Sec. 3. The State Grand Chapters shall severally be holdea 
at least once in every year, at. such times and places a9 
they shall respectively direct ; and the Grand or Deputy 
Grand High Priests respectively, for the time being, may at 
any time call a special meeting, to be holdeu at such place 
as- they shall severally think proper toappoint.- 

Sec, 3. The Officers of the State Grand Chapters shall be 
chosen annually, by ballot, at sach time and place as- the.: 
said Grand Chapters shall respectively direct. - 

Sec, 4. The several State Grande Chapters (subject to the 
provisions of this Constitution) shall have the sole govern- 
ment and superintendence of the several Royal Arch Chap 
ters, and Lodge»of Most Excellent, Past and Mark Master* 
]if asons within their respective jurisdictions-; to>assign their 
limits, and settle controvesies that may happen betweea 
them ;— and shall have power,, under their respective sealr, 
and the sign manual of their respective Grand or Deputy 
Grand High Priests, Kings and Scribes (or their legal pro^ 
ks) attested by their respective Secretaries, to constitute neis 
Cbapten gf fioy«l Arck. Mas^ns^ and Lodges of Most £x« 



tdlnit, Pasty and Mark Master Masons, within their respec* 
five jurisdictions. 

Sec: 5. The Grand and Deputy Grand High Priests, sevc- 
vally, shall have the power and authority, whenever the]^ 
shall deem it expedient (during the recess of the Grand 
Chapter of which they are Officers) to grant Letters of Dis< 
pensation,- under their respective hands^ and private seals, \% 
a competent number of petitioners- (possessing the qualifica-* 
tions required by the 9th Section of the 2d Article) empow*^ 
tring them to open a Chapter of Royal Arch Masops, and'. 
Lodge of Most Excellent,. Past and Mark Master Masons^, 
for a certain specified term, of time ; provided, that.the'said> 
temii of time shall not extend beyond .the next meeting of the 
Grand Chapter of the State in which, such Dispensation 
ihall be granted- ; and provided further, that the same fees 
as axe required by this Constitution for Warrants^ shall be 
&rst deposited in the hands of the Grand Treasurer.— -And 
in all cases of such- Dispensation, the Grand or Deputy 
Grand High Priests respectively^ who may grant the same». 
•haU make report thereof, at the next stated meeting of the 
Grand Chaptor of. their respective jurisdictions, when tha 
said Grand Chapters, respectively, may either continue on 
recal . the said Dispensations^ or may. grant the petitionera 
a warrant of Constitution : — And in ease such warrant shall 
be gpranted, the fees first deposited, shall be credited in pay < 
Hient for the same.^ but if a warrant should not be granted, 
nor the Dispensation continued,, the said fees shall be re- 
inndedtothe petitiojierS| excepting only such .part tiiereof 
as shall have been actually expended bf meana-of their ap-» 
plication.. / 

£fep. 6. The teveral State G^'aad Chapters shalk possesa^ 
authority, upon the institution ef new Royal Arch Chapi- 
ters, or Lodges of Mark Masters, within their respective 
jnrisdietions, to require the payment of such fees as thejt. 
may .deem, expedient and proper 3 which said fees shall. b»- 
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adrancnl antl paid iuto the Treaitury before a warraut or 
charter shall be issucfl. 

Str. 7. No warrant sbati Im* p^nutvi&j for instituting LAdfr-*- 
n of Most £xcullent or Past Maritvcg^ indepcaikiit of it 
Chapt«r of Royal Arch M-aioiifi 

Sfc. 8. Thie Grand Chapt^h's teveratty^ shdil hare power to- 
veqnire fro« tki^ aerent Chapters and T^ges under their 
vevpectin: jnrisdictioniff; Biivh rcamnblc proportion of innus^. 
nH'^rived bf them- for the exaltatioii or adraaeemenit of cmm- 
didatifi) and sucb certain anvnal aumsfroin their respective 
memboni, au by tlteir ordinances or regutatioiM shall hercat- 
tor ite apitoiated-*, alt which-said gmiaa or dues sliall be inaile 
prood, and paid aimnally, by the- said Chapters find lxid|pef> 
vesptTtively, into the Grand Treasury of the Grand Chapter 
nndrr which they hold their anthority, o«i or before the first 
day of the respective annual Hieetin^ of the aaid Grand* 
Chaptcra. 

Sh:. p. N«r warrant for the matitntton of'a new Chapter of 
Royal /trch Mason* shall be groatcd^ eaiLcept upon the peti- 
tion of nine reg^iilar Royal Arrh Masons-; which petition 
•hall be aocompaiiied by a certificate- froni' the Chapter 
nearest to the place where the new Chapter is intended to be 
•pcned, votYchini^ for the niorul characters) and masonic abi- 
iitira, of the pethionera, and vecominendinf^ to the Grand 
Chaptoi' under- whoae anthority they act, to grant their 
prayer. Xnd no- warrant for the institution of a Lod^ of 
Mark Master Moaons^ shall l>e grante<l, except Ofton the pe- 
tition of*(at leant) Hw regular MUrk Master Maaons, accom-» 
panied by ▼onchcra- from* the nearest IjOdfj^e of that degree, . 
yimilar to thn<<p required upon thc.institution of a Chapter. 

Sfc. 10« The Grand Secretaries of tlie Stale Grand Chap- 
ten s]ia& severally make an annual commnnication to eadi'. 
•ther, and also to the General Grand SecMtary, containing, 
a liat of Grand OiKrers, and all such- other mutters -as may. 
be deemed neressary for tlie mutual information of the said . 
Grand Chapters. And the said Grand Secretaries shall ate 
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•cftilaily transmit to tbe General Grand Secretary a copy of 
all their by laws and regulations. 

Sec. 11. Whenever there shall have beea three, or more^ 
Hoyal Arch Chapters, instituted in any State, by virtue of 
authority derived from tbist Constitution, a Grand Chapter 
may be formed in such State (with the approbation of one 
•r more of the General Grand Officers) by the High Priests,. 
Kings and Scribes of the said Chapters, who shall be autho-^ 
xised to elect the Grand Officers. Provided always, that na 
sew State Grand Chapter shall be formed until after the ex- 
piration of one year from the establishment of the junior 
Chapter in such State. 

iSec. 12^. The: several Grand and Deputy Grand High 
Priests, Kings and Scribes, for the time being, of the several 
State Grand Chapterei, are bound to the performance of the 
tame duties, and are invested with the same powers and pre- 
rogatives, throughout their respective jurisdictions, as are, 
prescribed tp.thetjreneral Grand Officers,, in the 4th Section^ 
1st Article, of this Constitution. 

Sec, 13. The jurisdiction of the several State Grand Chap* 
iers shall not extend beyond the limits of the State in whick 
they «h«U vesptetively be holden. 

ARTICLE III. 

0F THE BDBQRDrNATE CHAPTERS AND LODGES. ^ 

Sec. 1. All legally constituted assemblies- of-Ro>y»l-Arcli» 
Masons-are called Chapter» j as regnlav bodies of Mark 
Musters, Past A^asters, and Most Excellent Masters, are 
called Lodges. — Every Chapter ought to assemble for work, 
at least once in every three months ; and must consist pf an 
High Priest, King, Scribe, Captain of the Htist, Principal 
Sojourner, Royal Arch Captain, three Grand Masters, Se« 
cretary. Treasurer, and as many Members as may be foundi 
CQUvenifiiii'fot working to advantage. • 



\ 
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Svc, 12. Txcvy Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, and Lodjcf^- 
•f Mark minster Muuous, thr^ittghoiit this jmrisUiction, shall 
hare a ^¥<u*rant of CoYi^dtiition^ from the Gnml Chaptifr of 
the Stato ill which they may respectively be Irolileii) or it 
wurrantfjiHMBi oiie of th« General Ui*audOlttceri. And uo 
Chapter or Lodgie shall be deemed- lc|f^l witboot such wop- 
mat'y imd^MiwQrBic cennndiiieatiion (either pablk or prif«te) 
i»hiensby interdicted MRt^ftifibiddea, betMiee«.u^ Cfai^tep or 
Lodge nnider this j«rhMlCetioit) or my Member of eitter of 
them, and oay Chapter, Lodge or Assembly, that may be so> 
tlle^ly HM-med^ opened- er holdeii, without such- vw r wi ot-^ 
or any or cither of their Members, or any- persen euklt^ or 
adranced' inrsach illegal Chapter or Ledf^e. Bat nothioi^ in 
diie Sectlicm shiiU be oonetrued- te alFeet? any Chapter er- 
Lddps which- waa- established- before tike adoptioB- of the- 
Gfa»d R<fya) Arch Coiiflti««iition> at Hartford- (en the sytlK 
day ef Janmiry^ A. D. 1796.) 

S€e. 3< Tl^henever a \i«rrant is issued fer institQtin|f at 
Copter of Royal Arch. Masons, with a- power in said- war* 
nwt te open-anct hold* a Ledge of Most BiiedleBt^ Pas^ and 
Hark Masfite Masens, the High Priest, Kia^ and Serihe^ fe« 
the time being, of such Chapter, shall bs' th^ aiMter wmf 
wardens in said Lodges, accoi*diug to seniority. 

Sec. 4. All applications- fer the exaltation or adrancement 
of Candidates, in any Chapter or Lodge, under this jurisdic- 
tion, shall lie orcr, at least one meeting, for the considera* 
tita-oftke Members: 

A30. 5. No Mason shati be a membcv of two separate andL 
dbtiuct bodies^ of the «ame denomiiiatioii, at one and tkm 
same time'. 

Sec. (>. No Chapter Shall be venMved,, witbeut tlM Itoew. 
ledge of the High Priest, nor any motion made Ibr that pur« 
po8<* in his absence ; but if the-Hi^h Priest bo presewt^ aud 
a motion- is miuilfr and seconded, for remorinp the Chaptee 
to some more convenient place (withio the limits peeseribed 
iu their warrant) the High Priest shall forthwith cause noti- 



Scatians-to-beisuifid to «U the meiabc]cs, inforniiBg them;^f 
^be iRotion for reraoval, and of the tiiae And place when the 
-question is to be determined ; which notice shall be issued 
At least ten days firevious to the appointed mectiiig.«-^But if 
jtlie High Priest (after. motion duly made and seconded a;B 
jUbtesmid) vhould refuse or neglect, to <:ause the notices to be 
isMied as aforesaid, the officer qext ln«Liik, who may be pre- 
Mmt at the next regular laeeting following (upon motion 
jnade -and .seconded for that purpose) may in like manner 
isnue the ;said notices. 

Sec, 7. All Mark Master Masons'* Lodges sh-all be regiilat- 
j^, in cases of removal, by* the same rules as are prescribed 
in the foregoing Section for the removal of Chapters. 

Sec. 8. The lligh Priest, aqd other Officers, of every 
dCh^ter, and the Officers .of ei'ery (jodge of Mark Master 
■BlasoRS, shall be chpsen annually, by ballot. 

Sec. 9. The High Priest of every Chapter hfts.it in special 
•charge, as appei^aining to his ofiii;e, duty .and dignity, to see 
ilfaat the by Jaws of his Chapter, as well as the General 
<yrand Boyal Arch Constitution, and the Gfuieral Regula- 
tions of the Grand Chapter, be duly obsei^ed ; that all the 
<other Officers t)f his Chapter perform the duties of their 
«refipectiveH>ffice6 faitiifiUly,.aud arc examples of diligence 
?end industry to their compauians ^— ^that true and exact re- 
K'ords bcki)pt:of nil the proceedings of the Chapter by the 
'Seci'ctary j that the I'lcasurcr keep and render exact and 
just accounts of all the monies belonging to the Chapter ; 
that regular rclui-ns be >made by tlie Secretary, annually, to 
the Gi-and Chapter, of all admissions of Candidates or Mcm- 
■bers ; and that the annual dues to the Grand Chapter be re- 
gularly and punctually paid. If e has the tpecial care and 
charge of the Warrant of his Chapter. — He has the right 
..and authority of callinu: his Chapter at pleasure, upon any 
-emergency or oequrrenre which in his judgment may require 
their .meeting, and he is to fill the Chair when present. — It 
is likewise his dnty, to^^ether with his King and Scribe, U 
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attend tbc meetings of the Grand Chapter (when duly sum* 
moued by the Grand Secretary) either in person, or by 
•proxy. 

Sec. 10. For the preservation of secresy and good harmo- 
my, and in order that due decorum may be observed while 
the Chapter is engap^ed in business, a worthy Royal Arch 
Mason is to be appointed from time to time for tyling the 
Chapter. His duty is fixed by custom, and Icnown iu all rc- 
l^lar Chapters. He may be «lectf d annually, but is to con. 
tinuc in office only during good behavioupj and is to be paid 
^or his services. 

Sec. 11. All Lodges of Mark Master 3Tasons are bound to 
observe the two preceding articles, as far as they can be ap- 
plied to the government of a Lodge. 

Sec. 12. No Chapter shall confer the degrees of Mark 
Master Mason, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and 
Royal Arch Mason, upon any Brother, for a less sum than 
Twenty Dollars. — And no Lodge of Mark Master Masons 
shall advance a Brother to that degree for a less sum than 
Pour Dollars. 

Sec. 13. When either of the OHIicers or Members of the 
<:ieneral Grand Chapter, or of any of the State Grand Chap- 
4er8, cannot personally attend their respective meetings, they 
shall severally have the authority to constitute a proxy^ 
which proxy shall have the same right to a seat and vote aa 
his constituent. 

ARTICLE IV. 

OT CONSTITUTING NEW CBAPTERJ. 

Sec. 1. MTien a Warrant of Constitution is granted, by 
either of the General Grand Officers, or cither of the State 
Crrand Chapters, for constituting a new Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, the Grand Officers, respectively, shall appoint 
a Day and Hour for constituting the same, and install inj; 
the new Officers : on tbe day and heufr appointed, the Grand 



tMputy Gmad High Pries^* with bis Officers, meet in ^ 

vnomenient rootay near to the plaoe where the new Chapter 

4li to Jbe oanstitiited. The Officers t)f the new Chapter are 

^lo be examined, by the Deputy Grand .i^igh Priest, or some 

companion appointed for that purpose j after they are ap^ 

^pn¥aAy they are to return to the hall, and prepare for the 

tion of the Grand Chapter. When notice is given, b^ 

Gvand Marshal, that they are prepared, the Grand Chap- 

r:waiks in procession to the hall, when the officers appoint- 

^iftfor.lhe nei^ Chapter resign their seats to the Grand Offi- 

>«eni, And take theirseveral fitations on the left ; the necessa^ 

•ry cautions are then given from the ohair, and the ceremony 

commences by performing an anthem or ode, adapted to th6 

•^Oociuion. The OfBcers and Members of the new Chapter 

^4lien:fbrmin front of the Grand High Priest. 

The Deputy Grand High Priest then informs the Grand 
<fii^k Priest, thekt ^' a nuniber of companions duly instruct- 
ed ia the snbUme myateries, being desirons of promoting the 
4ionour of the Art, have applied to the Grand Chapter for a 
warrant ito constitute a new Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, 
'which having obtained, they are new juisembled ibr the pur- 
lyilae of being constitttted^ and.haTing their offi«ers installed 
4ini4litoiand ancient form.*' 

The Gratid High Priest then dureotA the Gtirad Secretary 
ffcp.vAiAihe Wai'ratot, which being done, Jie .aaks the MeB»- 
*ibrr8 ofihe new Chapter if iiiey atiU i^pprove 6f the OfficeDt 
«oiitiiMiied therein; thui being aigni&ed accordingly, the 
^Ch«nd High :Prielit Hsea and na^, 

^ £y virtue of the high powers in .me vested, I do form 
jf9ii) jny wocthy Compatoiona, intd a^regttlar Chapter of Royal 
4i;vtll;Bfasonfl ; trom henceforth yon arc authorised and em- 
4NMreri4 to opeA «and hold a liodge of Mark Masterfl^ Past 
Wiiters.imdMMt £xcellent Masterst, and a Chfipter of Royal 
AslriilifMoiif ; anidto doaiid|^£Brm all such thin^asthera^ 

* Or the presiding officer for the tijjit4>eing* 

S 
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unto may appertain; conforming in all yourdoingstoiheCS^ 
neral Grand Royal Arch Constitution, and the general regula- 
tions of the State Grand Chapter ; and may the God of y«nr Fa- 
ther! be with you, guide and direct you, in all your doinga.^ 
Grand Honours. 

- *The Furniture, Jewels, Implements, Utensils, &c. belong- 
ing to the Chapter (having previously been placed in due 
form, covered, in the centre) are then uncovered, and the 
new Chapter is dedicated, in ancient manner and form, aa ia 
Well described in the Most Excellent Masters* deg^ree. Tlie 
deputy Grand High Priest then presents the first Officer of 
the new Chapter to the Grand High P;*iest, saying, 

'< Most Excellent Grand High Priest, 

I present you my worthy Companion..M^...M..Mt.....;.... ncnni- 
nated in the waiYant,^to be installed High Priest of 4iiis nenr 
Chapter ; I find him to be skilful in the Royal Art, and at- 

- tentive to the moral precepts of our fbrelathers, and hale 
therefore no doubt but he will discharge the duties of his 
office with fidelity." 

The Grand High Priest then addresses him as fallows : 
<' Most Excellent Companion, 

• I feel much satisfaction in perfomling my duty on the 
present occasion, by installing you into the Office x>f High 
Priest of this new Chapter. It is an Office highly honour- 
crble to all those wiio diligently per^rm the important duties 
annexed to it ; your reputed Masonic knowledge, however, 
'precludes the necessity .of a particular enumeration of those 
duties ; I shall therefoi'eonly observe, that by a frequent re- 
currence to the Constitution, and general regulations, and a 
constant practice of the several sublime lectures and charges^ 
you will be best able to fulfil them ; and I am confident that 
the companions who are chosen to preside with you, will 
•give strength to your endeavours, and support your exec- 
4ious.— -I shall now propose cqrtain questions to yon, tieUitiT^ 
to the duties of your Office, and to which I nauBtre^n^tybnr 
pne^uivocal an^w^^ 
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1. Do you solemnly promise that you will redouble your 
endeayours, to correct the vices, purify the morals, and pro^ . 
mote the happiness, of those of your Brethren who haveat^ 
tained this sublime degree. 

2. That you will never suffer your Chapter to be opened 
miless tliere be present niue regular Royal Arch Masons. 

.3. That.you will never suffer either more or less than 
tkiifM Brethren to be exalted in your Chapter at one and the 
Mme time. 

,4.' That you wiH not exalt any one to th^ degree, who 
has not shown a charitable and humane disposition ^ or wha • 
has not- made a considerable proficiency in the foregoing 
degrees. 

5. That you will promote the general good of our order, 
and on all proper occasions be ready to give and receive in- 
structions^ and particularly from the General and State Grand 
Officers. 

6. That to the utmost of your power you will preservie the 
solemnities of our ceremonies, and behave, m open Chapter, . 
with the most profotmd respect iMid reverence,' as an exam, 
'pie to yotir Companions. 

. 7. That you will not acknowledge or have Intercourse with 
any Chapter that does not work under a constitutional war« 
rant or dispensation* 

8. That you will not admit any visitor into your Chapter 
who has not been exalted in a Chapter legally constituted, 
without his being first formally healed. 

9. That you will observe and support such by laws as may 
bo made by your Chapter^ in conformity to the General. 
Grand Royal Arch Constitution, and the general regulationa 
of the Grand Chapter. 

10. That yon will pay due respect and. obedience to th^ 
instructions of the General and State. Grand Officers, partly 
cularly relating to the several lectures and Charges, and 
will resign the Chair to them, severally, when they may viak 
jour Chapter. 
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II . That you will support a«d obserre tbe General Snmt 
Ro3ral Arch CoDstitutioo, and the general regulftHomr of the 
Grand Royal Areb Chapter under trhose authority you act. 

Do you fulnuit to all these things, and do you promise to 
observe and .practise them fikitbfuUy ^ 

These questions being answered in the afllniiatiVe, the 
compaalons all kneel in due form, «m1 the GfMid High 
Prielt or Grand ChaphUu rspeatt the Mewing^ er mb^ 
ether suitable prayer. 

** Most Holy and Glorious Lord God, the Greet Higk 
IViest of heaven and earth. 

^ We approach thee with reverence, and implore thy blese^i. 
ing on the Companion appointed to preside over thie mw 
assembly, and new prostrate before thee ; 611 l|is heart with: 
thy foar, ^at his tongue and aetiens may pronennce thyr 
glory. Mdte him stedfast in thy serHice ; grant him firm-^ 
liess of mind ; animate bis heart, and strengthen hie endee^ 
▼ours ^ may he teach thy judgments end thy laiws ; end may:, 
the incense he shall put before thee, upon thine altar, prove 
sm acceptable sacrifice unto thee. Bless him, O LerJ, and 
bless the woik of his hands.— ^Accept us in mercy ; hear thou, 
from Heaven thy dwelling-place, end forgive eur trensgrei- 
sions. 

" Glory be to God the Father ; as it was in the begiafting,^ 
itc." llesponse. ** So mote it be.** 

All tbe Companions, except High Priests and Pest High 
Priests, are then desired to withdraw, while the new High 
Priest is solemnly bound to the performance of his duties ; 
and after the performance of other necessary ceremdnies,^ 
not proper to be written, they are permitted te return. 

The Grand High Priest th^u addi*esses the new Higlt 
priest as follows : 
*' 'Moe$ Excellent Companion f 

" In eonseqnence of your cheerAil acquiesoence w^ the 
charges and regulations just recited, I now declare yon duly^ 
tostalled and anoiuted High Pu^^t of thi9 e^w Chapter 3 nfA 
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doubtiag your determination to support the reputation and, 
honour of Our subliDdie Ord^r. I now cheerfully deliver uuta 
you the warrant under which you are to work)— ^ndl doubt 
HOt you will govern with such good order and regularity, a^ 
win convince your companions that their partiality hKs not 
been improperly placed.** 

The Grand High Priest then clothes and invests the new 
High Priest with the various implements and insignia of thiQ 
*Order, with suitable charges to each of them. 

The Grand High Priest then installs the several subordi-, 
sate Officers in tiirn ; and points out ta them the duties ap. 
pei*taining to their respective Offices ; after wluch he pro- 
Bounces a suitable address ta the new Chapter, and closes 
the ceremony with the following benediction : 

•* The Lord be with you all ; let brotherly love continue ; 
he HOt forgetful to entertain strangers.— 'Now the God of 
Peace, our supreme High Priest, make you perfect ta do his 

*^ Glory be to God en high, and f n earth peace, and good 
wiU to men. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
ihall be, &C.'' 

Sec. Q. At the institution of all Lodges of Mark Master 
Masons, under this jurisdiction, the same ceremonies as are 
prescribed, in the foregoing section, are to be observed^ as far 
as they will apply to that degree. 

Sec. 3. Whenever it shall be inconvenient for the General 
Grand Officers^ or the Grand or Deputy Grand High Priests, 
respectively, to attend in person, to constitute anew Chapter 
or Lodge, and install the Officers, they shall severally have 
power and authority, to appoint some worthy High Priest, 
or Past High Priest, to perform the necessary ceremonies. 

Sec. 4. The Officers of every Chapter and Lodge under 
this jurisdiction, before they enter upon the exercise of their 
respective Offices, and also the members of alt such Chapters 
lokl Lodges, aad every candidate upou his admission into the 

S S 
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same, shall take the fbllowing obligation, viz. ^' I, A B, db% 
promise and swear, that I will support and maintaia tte 
Qencral Graud Royal Arch Constitation.^*" 



I HEREBY certify, that the fbreg^in^ is-a tnte copy of 
the General Grand Royal Arch Con^tation for the United 
States of America, as altered, amended and ratified, at Sr 
meeting^ of the General Grand Chapter, begun and holden at- 
Middletown, in the State of Connecticut^ on the ninth day of.' 
January^ A. D. I806. 

OTIS AMMIDON, G. G. Sec'ry, 



Agreeably to the powers- vested in the generrfr 
graad officers b^ the ninth section of the ftrst ar- 
ticle of the foregoing constitution^, the general 
gngid high priest and geftecai gi^nd king issued 
a charter for the establishment of a royal arch 
chapter in the town of Hanover^ in the State of- 
Kew-Hamp8hire> by the name olSU Jndrew^^ 
ChnpteVj dated the twenty-aixth day of January,. 
A»D.1807. They also issued a charter for the estab- 
Ushment of a royal arch chapter in the town of 
Hopkin.ton, in the State of New-Hampshire, by 
the name of Trinity Chapter, dated the tixleenth 
*ay of February,. A.P, ISOJf^ 



.-,< 
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CHAPTER IV. 
Grand Royat Arch Chapter af Massaekusettsn 

PURSUANT to the general constitution, the- 
grand chapter of this state was organized on the 
twelfth of June, 1798; Its annual meetings are 
bolden alternately at Boston and Newburjport,iii> 
the month of September. 

The chapters under it^ jurisdiction are as fol* 
lows: 

St. Jndrew^s Chupter, No; l,^6oston> meets at 
l!ie haH in^ Market Square, the Wednesday pre- 
ceding the full of the moon, monthly. 

■King Cyrus^ Chaptery^Ho^ 2, at Kewburyportw 

8u John^ Chapter, No. 3, at Groton. 

Jf oimt Femon Chapter, No^ 4y at Portlands. 

Chapt^y Na 5, at Chariton*. 



•.•••••••• ••ft9%— 



CHAPTER W 
€lr€nd BMfolArcb Chapter ^Wifid^-Mw^ 
THE grand chapter of this atate wa9 orgimiz^ 

td> agreeably to the conatitution, on tbe: TiiesdajfL 

JbtlowiQg the second Monday in March,. IIW* 
This grand chapter meets, quarterly at Mason^t- 

Hall, in Providence, on the tlurd Tuesd^y^ of. 

M[arcbp.June^.Seetemhcr;.and December^ 
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The grand officers elected in IS08, are as fbl* 
lows : 

M.E, Thomas S. Webb^ G.H.P* 
M.E. James Perry, D.G.H.P» 
M.E. John Cariae, G.K, 
M.E. John Davis, G.S. 

E. Jeremiah F. Jenkins, G.T. 
E. Otis Ammidon, G« Secretary. 
The Providence Royal Arch Chapter meets at 
Providence, on the Thursday succeding the full 
moon, m(»ithly. 

The Bristol Mark Master^s Lodge naeets at 
Bristol. 
A Mark Master's Lodge meets at Glocester. 
A charter has been granted for the instituticm of 
t Royal Arch Chapter in the town of Newport^ 
hy the name of Newport Chapter, No, 2» 



CHAPTER VI. * 

Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Connecticut* i 

A6REEABLT to the general constitution, the 
grand chapter of this state waa organiaed al 
Hartford, on the 17th day of May, 1796, when 
the several grand officera were duly elected and 
installed into tlieir respective c^es* 



List of Subordinate ChapteUm 
Bjram Ck»pter|.Nevirton» 
Solomon Chajpter^ Derby^ 
Washiiigton Chapter^ Middletoww^. 
Frankliu Chapter^ New-Haven^ 
Vanderbrook Chapter^ Colchesterj^ 
Franklin Chapteiji Norwich^ 
Unioa Ckapter^ New-London* 



CHAPTEfl Vlt. 

^Gromd Rojtut Aroh Chapter oj fierw-Tfopk^ 

AGREEABLY to the constitution of the gene- 
ral grand chapter^ the high priests^ kings^ and 
scribes^ of the royal arch chapters ip the state of 
New-York^ assembled at the city of Albany^ on 
the second Tuesday in March> A.L. 57S^jand or- 
ganized the grand chapter of the said state^ which 
meets annually oa the ilrst Tuesday in February^ 
at the city of Albany. 

The grand officers^ elected 'A«L» 5802^ arc a;^ 
lbUows> viz. 

M,&. Eara Ames, G.H.P. 
' M.E. ZebuWn R. Shepherd, D.6 JI.P;^ 
E. Samael -Edmonds, G,K«i 
is. Johi>, BuHer, G.g, 
W. John Scovillcj^ O*. Secreta%v 



9H* 
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List of Subordinate Chapters^ 
N.B. Numbers one and two^ left vacant for tbe 
two old chapters ki the city of New-York. 
Hibernian Chapter No. 3^ New-York^ 
Montgomery do. No. 4, Stillwater^ 



Temple do. 

Hudson do. 

Horeb do. 

Jerusalem do. 
De la Fayette do. 
Federal do. 

Cyrus^ do. 

Green M'tain do. 
New Lebanon do. 
St. Andrew's do. 



No. 5j Albany^ 
No. 0, Hudson^ 
No. 7, Whitestown, 
No. 8, New-York^ 
No. Oy Grenville,. 
No. 10, C^ambridge, 
No. II, Schenectady, 
No. 12, Rutifend, (Verm't) 
No. 13, New Lebanon. 
No. 14, Stamford. DeLC. 



List qf Subordinate Mark Lodges* 
Hudson M. M^s L«No« 3, Hudson, 



Orange 

Otsego 

Hosick 

Phoenix 

Rural 



do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



New Canaan do. 
Montgomery do. 
Montgomery do. 
Bennington do. 
Fort Edwdrd do. 



No. 4, Waterford, 
No. 6, Cooperstown,. 
No. 6, Hosick, 
No. 7, New- York, 
No. 8, Cambridge^ 
No. P, New Canaan^ 
No. 10, Broadalbin, 
No. 11, Stillwater, 
No. 13, Bennington, V. 
No. 14, Fort JSdward^ 
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Hiram < 

1 


do. 


No. 1^^ Lansinburgh^ 


Aurora 


do.^ 


- No. la, Poulteney, V, 


Asylum 


do. 


No. 18, Coeymans, ■ 


Campbell's 


do. 


, Duanesburghj 


Fortitude 


do. 


No. 10, Broqklyn, 


Patriot 


do. 


No. 20, Pittfitown. 



There are also two very respectable and ele*- 
^ntly furnished royal arch chapters,^ holden in 
the city of New-York, which are not at present 
4mder the jurisdiction of the grand chapter; they 
liavingorigmated previous to its establishment. 



*?*t 



CHAPTER VIIL 

KSrand JBoyal Jrch Chapter of Petmsylvcmia. 

THE grand royal arch chapter of Pennsylvania 
^was organized, A.L. 5797. Its annual meeting is 
iiolden in the city of Philadelphia, on the day pre- 
ceding the anniversary of St. John the Evangelist 

Subordinate Chapters* 

Royal Arch Chapter, No. 6, Philadelphia, 
Do. ' No. 52, do. 

Do. No. 72, do. 

Do. No. ..M, White Horse, Chest.ce. 

*The Washington Chapter and the Old Chapter. 



Do* No. ••••^ Harrisburgb^ 

•Bo, No. .o^ Carlttie* 

Virginia. 

Cbs^ter -of Rq^ Ai»6b Manins^ Rtch«h3ii(^ 

Do* Cabia Poin^ 

■Bo. &X2^mXoxky 

Do. »Diunfrie«» 

• * 

Boyal Areh Cbcrpter, No. 8» Baltimor^^ 
Do. No. 13, Do. 

Do. No. 17, Salisbury, 

Do. No. 23, Baltimore, 

Do. t^ 24^ Havre de GrMO^ 
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BOOK IIL 

CimPTER I. 

m 

\ -I 
. 1 

Xyhservationsonthe Orders of Knighthood. 

AS several orders of knighthood are conferred, 
%oth in Europe and America, reputedly under the 
sanction of masonic assemblies, it may be ex- 
pected that some notice will be taken of them in 
thijB work. 

Biit before we proceed, it may be necessary to 
premise, that the orders of knighthood compose" 
•no part of the system of freemasonry ; they are, 
in Qomparison to it, societiei^ of but yesterday: and 
all of them fall far short of the excellence, bar- 
^ony, unrvcrsality and utility of that noble institu- 
tion. 

The design of this part of the work will be to 
^oflect together'^'such observations from scripture 
^*3id history, as are deemed applicable to the seve- 
*^1 orders ; and as in America they are only con- 
■^ri'ed as honorary degrees, it is possible that this 



i 



if- 
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may be the means of producing a uniformity ia 
their application and use* . 



CHAPTER II. 
Of the Order of Knights of the Red Cross^ 

THE incidents upon which this order is founded^ 
occurred in the reign of Darius, King of Persia. 
It is more immediately connected with sj^mbolic 
masonry, than any other order of knighthood. 
Their meetings are called Councils ; their sashes 
are decorated with a Sx<i>ord and Trowel, and ' 
trimmed with red and green. 

The following passages of scripture are consi* 
dered by knights of this order as applicable to their - 
institution, and are occasionally rehearsed in their 
councils. 

Ezra iii. 8 — 11. " Now in the second year of 
their coming unto the house of God at Jerusalem, 
in the second month, began Zerubbabel, the son 
of Shealtiel, and Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and 
the remnant of their brethren the priests and the 
Levites, and all Uiey that were come out of the 
captivity unto Jerusalem ; and appointed the Le- 
vites, from twenty years old and upward, to set 
forward the work of the house of the Lord. Then 
6t,ood Jeshua, with his sons and his brethren^ Kadr 
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mrel and his sons^ the sons of Judah^ together^ to 
8et forward the workmen in the house of God ; 
the sons of Henadad^ with their sons and their 
brethren the Levites. And when the builders laid 
- the foundation of the temple of the Lord, they set 
the priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the 
Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise 
the Lord, after the ordinance of David king of 
Israel. And they sang together by course, in 
praising and giving thanks unto the Lord ; because 
he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever toward 
Israel, And all the people shouted with a great 
shout when they praised the Lord, because the 
foundation of the house of the Lord was laid/* 

Ezra. iv. *^ Now when the adversaries of Ju- 

dah and Benjamui heard that the children of the 

captivity builded the temple unto the Lord God of 

Israel, then they came to Zerubbabel, and to the 

chief of the fathers, and said unto them. Let us 

build with you ; for we seek your God as ye do ;. 

and we do sacrifice unto him, since the days of 

. Esarhaddon King of Assur, which brought us up 

- hither* But Zerubbabel^ and Jeshua, and the rest 

of the chief of the fathers of Israel, said unto them. 

Ye have nothing to do with us to build an house 

unto our God ; but we ourselves together will 

. build unto the Lord God of Israel, as king Cyrus, 

; th£ king of Persia^ halh commanded us. Tbeot 
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the people of the land weakened the hands of 
the people of Judah^ and troubled then) in build- 
ing ; and hired counsellors against them, to frus* 

. trate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of 
Persia^ even until the reign of Darius king of Per- 
na. And in the reign of AhasueruSj in the begin- 
ning of his reign, wrote they unto him an accusa- 
tion against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusa- 
lem. And in the days of Artaxerxes wrote Bish* 
tam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and the rest of their 
companions, unto Artaxerxes king of Persia ; and 
the writing of the letter was writter in the Syrian 
tongue, and interpreted in the Syrian tongue ; 
Rehum the chancellor, and Sbimshai the scribe, 
wrote a letter against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the 
king, in this sort : This is the copy of the letter 
that they sent unto him, ev^en unto Artaxerxes the 
king : Thy servants, the men on this side the riv- 
er, and at such a time. Be it known unto the 
king, that the Jews, Which came up from thee to 
us, are come unto Jerusalem, building the rebel- 
lious and the bad city, and have set up the walls 
thereof, and joined the foundations. Be it known 
now unto 'the king, that if this city be builded,and. 

• the walls set up again, then will they not pay 
toll, tribute, and custom, and so thou shalt en-^ 
damage the Yevenue of the kings. Now, because. 
we have maintenance from the king's palace, mA 
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. it was not meet for us to see the king's dishonour ; 
therefore have we sent and certified the king;, 
that search may be made in the book of the re- 
cords of thy fathers : so shalt thou find in the book- 
of the records, and know, that this city is a rebel- 
lious city,, and hurtful unto kings and provinces,, 
and that they have moved sedition within the 
game of old time r for which cause was this city 
destroyed. We certify the king,- that if this city 
be builded again, and the walls thereof set up, by 
this means thou shalt^ have no portion on this side 
tiie river. Then sent the king an ansvyer unto 
Behum the chancellor, and to Shimshai the scribe,> 
and to the rest of their companions that dwell in 
Samaria, and unto the rest beypnd the river. Peace,-, 
and at such a time. The letter which yesent un- 
to us hath been plainly read before me. And I 
commanded,. and search hath been mad^, and it id 
found, that this city of old time hath made insure 
jection against kings, and that rebellion and sedi- 
tion have been made therein. There have been- 
mighty-kings also over Jerusalem,. which have rul- 
ed over all countries beyond the river; and toll, 
tribute, and custom> was paid unto them. Give 
ye now commandment to cause these men to 
eease, and that this city be not- buiWed, until aho- 
ther commandment shall be given from me. Take- 
Jieed AOW that ye fail not to do this : why shoukii 
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damage grow to the hurt of the kiAgB t Now^ . 
when the copy of king Artaxerxes^s letter was 
read before Rehum and Shiimhai the scribe^ and 
their companionSy they went up in haste to Jem* 
^talem^ unto the Jews^ and made them to cease by 
force and power. Then ceased the work of the 
house of God, which is at Jerusalem* So it ceat* 
ed unto the second year of the reign of DariuSj 
king of Persia.** 

Josephus informs us, that Darius, whife he was 
yet a private man, made a vow to God, that if 
ever he came to the throne, he would send all the 
holy vessels that were at Babylon, back again to 
Jerusalem ; and it happened about the time of hk 
accession, that Zerubbabel, who was a captain or 
prince of the Jewish captives, came from Jerusa* 
lem, to Darius, as well to solicit his protection 
against their adversaries on the other side of the 
river, as to watch a suitable opportunity of endea* 
youring to persuade the king to fulfil his promise. 
He had long been kno>yn to Darius as a man of 
great judgment and understanding, and was there- 
fore taken into the king's confidence, and put into 
h particular trust, with two other, great oflBcer^ 
as his constant attendants. 

Darius, in the first year of his reign, ga^e ^ 
splendid and magnificent entertainment to the 
princes and nobility^ and after Ithey had retiredk^ 



^ finding himself unable to sleep^ he fell into dis- 
course with his three favourite officers, to whom 
he proposed certain questions, telling them, at the 
same time, that he who should give him the most 
reasonable and satisfactory answer, should be 
clothed in purple, drink in a golden cup, wear a 
silken tiara, and a golden chain about his neck. 

He then proposed this question : Which is great- 
est, the strength of wine, of the kingy of xvomen^ 
or of truth f To this the first answered, wine is 
the strongest ; the second, that the king was 
strongest; and. the third (who was Zerubbabel) 
that women were stronger, but above all things 
^TRUTH beareth the victory. 

On the following day the king assembled toge- 
ther the princes and nobility, to hear the question 
debated ; and having placed him*self upon the roy* 
al seat of judgment, he called upon them to make 
a public defence of their several opinions ; where- 
upon the first began upon the strength of wine^ 
as follows : 

** O ye princes and rulers, how exceeding strong 
IS wine! it causeth all men to err that drink' it ^ 
it maketh the mind of the king and the beggar to 
be all one; of the bondman and the freeman; 
of the poor man and of the rich : it turneth also 
every thought into jollity and mirth, so that a 
man remembereth ii^ither sorrow nor debt ; it 
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changeth and elevateth the spiritS| and enlivenetfi^ 
the heavy hearts of the miserable. It maketh a* 
man forget his brethren, and draw his sword 
against his best friends. O ye princes and rulers,, 
is not wine the stroBgest,.that forceth us to do these- 
things?'^ 

Then began the second upon the power of 
kings, and spoke as follows : ^' It is beyond dis- 
pute, O princes and rulers, that God has made 
man master of all things under the sun ; to com- 
mand them, to make use of them, and apply them 
to his service as he pleases: but whereas n^en^ 
have only dominion over other sublunary crea- 
tures, kings have an authority even over men. 
themselves, and a right of ruling them by will and- 
plea|ure. Now^ he that is master of those who. 
are masters of all thuigs else, hath no earthly 
thing above him.'* 

Then began Zerubbabel upon the power of wo- 
men and of truth, and spoke as follows : *^ O prim 
€es and rulers, the force of wine is not to be den^- 
ed; neither is that of kings> that unites so many 
men in one common bond of allegiance; but the 
supereminency of women is yet above all thif ;; 
for kings are but the gifts of women, and they are 
also the mothers of those that cultivate our innc" 
yards. Women have the power to make U8 
itbandoo Qur very country and relations^.and man j 
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times to forget the best friends we have in the 

world, and, forsaking all other comforts, to live 

and die with them. But when all is said, neither 

they, nor wine, nor kings, are comparable to the 

almighty force of truth. As for all other things^ 

• they are mortal and transient, but truth alone i» 

-. unchangeable and everlasting ; the benefits* we 

. receive from it are subject to no variations or vi- 

■ Cissitudes of time and fortune. In her judgment 

- is no unrighteousness, and she is the strength,^ 

.wisdom, power and majesty of all ages*— ••Blessed 

. be the God of truth,'> 

When Zerubbabel had finished speaking, the 
princes and rulers cried out, '* Great is truth, and 
mighty above all things.'* 

Then said the king to Zerubbabel, '* Ask what 
thou wilt, andj will give it thee, because thou art 
found wisest among thy companions." * 

Then said he to Darius, *' O king, remember 
thy vow, which thou hast vowed, to build Jerusa- 
lem in the day when thou shouldest come to thy 
; ' kingdom, and to restore the holy vessels which 
were taken away out of Jerusalem. Thou hast 
also vowed to build up the temple, which was 
burned when Judah was made desolate by the 
Chaldees. And now, O king, this is that I 
desire of thee, that thou make good the vow, th^ 
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performance whereof with thine own mouth ibfovt 
hast vowed to the King of Heaven." 

Then Darius the king stood up and embraced 
him^ and gave him passports and letters to his 
governors and officers, that they should safely 
convey both him and those who should go wkb 
hhn, to Jerusalem ; and that they should not be 
delayed or hindered from building the city and the 
temple, until they should be finished. He also 
restored all the holy vessels remaining in his pes- 
session, that had been taken from Jerusalem, when, 
th^ children of Israel were carried away captive 
to Babylon, and reserved by Cyrus, 



Ezra V. ^' Then the prophets, Haggai the pio- 
phet and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied 
unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem^ 
in the name of the Qod of Israel, even unto them. ' 
Then rose up Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and : 
Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and began to build the j 
house of God which is at Jerusalem : and with ] 
them were the prophets of God helping them. At 
the same time came to them Tatnai, governor on 
this side the river, and Shetharboznai, and their 
companions, and said thus unto them i Who hath 
commanded you to build this house, and to make 
up this wall ? Then said we unto them after this 
manner : What are the names of the mien that 



make this building ? But the eye of their God was 
upon the elders of th6 Jews, that they could not 
cause them to cease, till the matter canAe to Da- 
rius ; and then they returned answer by letter 
coneeming this matter. The copy of the letter 
that Tatnai, governor on this side the river, and 
JAetharboznai, and his companions the Apharsa* 
lehites, which were on this side the river, sent unto 
Darius the king : They sent a letter unto him,- 
^Krfaercin was written : Unto Darius the king, ali 
'peace. Be it known unto the king, that we went 
into the province of Judea, to the house of the 
great God, which is builded with great stones, and 
timber is laid in the walls, and this work goeth 
fast on, and prospereth in their hands. Then asked 
we those elders, and said unto them thus : Who 
commanded you to build this house, and to make 
up these walls P We asked their names also, to 
•certify thee, that we might write the names of the 
men that were the chief of them. And thus they 
returned us answer, saying. We are the servants 
of the God of heaven and earth, and build 
the house that was builded these many years 
ago, which a great king of Israel huilded and 
set up. But after that our fathers had provoke 
cd the God of Heaven unto wrath, he gave them 
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Ba- 
bjloB, the Chaldean, who destroyed this house. 
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and carried the people awajr into Babylon. Btit 
In the first year of Cyrus thje king of Babylon, the 
same king Cyrus made a decree to build this 
house of God. And the vessels also of gold and 
ailver of the house of God, which Nebuchadnez- 
:2ar took out of the temple that was in Jerusalem, 
and brought them into the temple of Babylon, 
those did Cyrus the king take out of the temple at 
Babylon, and they were delivered unto one whose 
najne was Sheshbazzar, whom he made gover* 
cor; and said unto him. Take these vessels,^o, 
carry them into the temple that is in Jerusalem, 
and let the house of God be builded in his place« 

• 

Then came the same ^Sheshbazzar, and laid the ^ 
foundation of the house af God which is in Jerusa- 
lem : and since that time *ven until no w hath it been - 
in building, and yet it is not finished. Now there- 
fore, if it «e.em good to the king, let there be search 
made in the king's treasure-hou»e, which is there * 
nt Babylon, whether it be «o, that a decree was 
made of Cyrns the king to build this house of God 
at Jerusalem, ^ud let the king send his pleasure to 
us concerning this matter. 

Ezra vi. *^ Then Darius the king made a de- 
cree, and search was made in the house of the 
rolls, where the treasures were laid up in Babylon« 
And there was found at Achmetha, in the palace 
that is in the province of the Medes, a roll, and 
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t^e];ein,wa8 *^ vcfo^rd thus written : In the first 
yewr of Qmus the king, the same Cyrus the king 
madle a deoree concerning the house of God at Je- 
rusalem, Let the house be builded, the place where 
they offered sacrifice, and let the foundations 
thereof be strongly laid-; the height thereof three- 
score cubits, and the breadth thereof threescore 
oubits; with three TOf^sof; great stones, and a row 
of nev? iim{)er::.and'l€t. the, expenses be given 
o^t of Ibe king'i9r hpuse. An^^lsolet the golden 
and silver vessels of the house of God, which 
Nebuchadnezzar took fprth ^ out of the temple 
which is at Jerusalem and;brouglit unto Bab^^lon, 
be restored, and brought again unto the temple 
which is at Jerusalemj^ every one to his place, and 
place them in the; house of God^ ..Now therefore, 
Tatnai, go vernor^ beyond the river, Shetharboznai, 
and your companionsjthe Apharsaclytes, wliich ar(i 
beyon4 the river, be ye far from thence ; let the 
work of this house of God alon^let the governor 
of the Jews, and the elders of the Jews, build this 
house of God in his place. Moreover, I make a 
decree vvhat ye shall do. to the. elders of these 
Jews, for the building of this house of God ; 
that of the king's goods, even of the tribute be- 
yond the river, vjovthwdth expenses be given 
xmto these men, that they be not hindered. 
And that whigh they have need of,^ both young 
bullocks, and rams, and lambs, for the burnt-offer- 

XJ 



ings of the God of Heaven ; ^huat, m\t, wine, 
and oi)^ according to the appoiiittti^iit of tb^ priests 
which are at Jerusalem^ let it be given them day 
by day without fail ; that they may offer sacnfi* 
ces of 6weet savours unto the God of Heaven, 
and pray for the Hfe df Ihe'kihg afnd of his sons* 
Also I have made a decree^ that 'whosoever shall 
alter this word, let limber bie ptilled iiown from 
his house^ and, being se^iip, let -him b^ hanged 
thereon; and let hii house be ifo'ade a dVinghUl 
for this. And the God that hath caused his name 
to dwell there desti-oy all kings and people that 
ghall put to thejt han(V to' alter and to destroy this 
house of God which is at Jerusalem. I Darius 
have made a decree; 'let itt)e done vrith speed. 
Then Tatnai, governor on this side the river, She- 
tharboznai, and their companions, according to 
that which Darius the king had sent, so they did 
speedily. And the elders of the Jews builded, and 
they prospered thrbugh the prophesying of Haggai 
the prophet, and Zechariah, the son of Iddo ;* and 
they buiided, and finished it, according to the 
commandment of the tiod of Israel, and accord- 
ing to the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, 
and Artaxerxes king of Persia. And this house 
was finished! on the third day df the month Adar, 
which was in the sixth year of the reign of Dari- 
us the king,*' and in the year of the worM 34S9t 
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Nehemiak: iy, 7-— 21. ** But it came to pas$, 
Ibat when Sanballat^ and Tobiab^ and the Ara- 
bians, dixl the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites, 
heard that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, 
and that the breaches began to be stopped, then 
they weve. very wroth, and conspired all\)f them to* 
•gather; icuooine and ta fight against Jerusalem, and 
to hindifc-^il..' Nevertheless, we made our prayer 
ttotooiir Gt)d, and seta watch againist them day 
i^nd night because of them. And Judah said. The 
strength of th^ bearers of burdens is decayed, ai^d 
thet« is much rubbish, so that we are not able to 
iniild the w^k And our adversaries safd. They 
thall not know^ neither see, till we come In the 
midst among them, and slay them, and cause the 
Work to cease. And it oatiie to pass, that, whea 
HkQ Jews which dwelt by them came, they said 
luito us ten times. From all places whence ye shall 
retiiri) unto us>they will be upon yon, Tlierefore 
set I in the lower places, behind the wall, and on 
the higher places, I €ven set the people after their 
femilies, with their swords, their spears, and their 
bows. And I looked, and rose up, and said unta 
the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the 
people. Be not ye afraid of them : remember the 
Lord which is great and terrible, and fight for 
your brethren, your sons and your daughters, your 
iwives and your houses. And it came ta pais^ 
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when our enemies heard that if war known onta 
us, and G6d iiad brought their cotinsel to nought^ 
that we returned all of us to the wall^ tvery one 
unto his work. And it came to pass^ from that 
time forthj that the half of xny servants wrought 
in the work> and the other half of them held botk 
the spears^ the shields^ and the bowf^and the hft' 
bergeons; and the rulers were behind All itbe house 
of Judah* They which builded on the ^¥allj and 
they .that bare burdens^ with those that ladedj eve- 
ry, one .with one of his hands wrought in the work^ 
and with the other hand held a weapon*. For the 
bpildecs* every one had his sword girded by hifi 
side^. and so builded : and he that sounded the 
trumpet was by me. And I said unto the nobles^ 
and to the rulers> and to the rest of the people^ 
The work is gteat and large^ and' we are separate 
cd upon the wali^ one far from another : In what 
place^ therefore, ye hear the sound of the trumpet^ 
resort ye thither unto us :. our God shall fight foir 
us." 



' ■ ■ CHAPTER in. 

Observatifms on the Orders of Knights Templars^ 
and Knights of Malta. 

ACCORDING to the Abbe de Vertot^the orde? 
of Knights of Malta^ who were originally callect 



^^itailers of St. John of JerDe^lem, took its rise 
ajbout Che year IQW; honf whfch time to the 
jfjear 118i8> their wiioie cippjpyip^ni wa9 workf 
of €b»rky, aad tajtini^ c^rie .of 1^ sick 

Some ^ixne after the /e9^)^li3hn^nf of t^isor^er^ 
Bine gentleno^n (of w^a^e rmmfi^ two Qjiily n^^ainr 
OB record^ viz. liu^o (k jPag^ipif .and Q.odfrey 
Adelman) formed a society tp guard awfi protect 
tiie Christian pilgrims yrlio ttavielted from abroad 
to xrisil ikhe holy $epulohrer 
. These mea wjexie eocpui'<aged by the iy>bo^ of 
#eniS9lem> who assigopd tjb^qi^ ^ni tkieif oopi^ar 
^i&m a pkoe of retreat in a chri^t^ churchy cal* 
ted (the Churob of the Holy Temp^e^ frpm ^Yhich 
th^ were called Templ^^^ and qot fjrom the tem^ 
pie of Jertt«akm> that haying been destroyed by 
"fitus Vespasian^ 8©2 yiears before tih.e society of 
Templars wa« instltiUedr 

The society increase^ rapidly, ^xkd \ya9 much 
respeoted; but bad nei^r babit^. order^ or mark 
of distincUo% for the^pacje of ndrie years, whea 
pope HoooPiua il. al the request of Stephen^ pa* 
triarcfa of Jerusalem, laid dow^i a cule a^d mannei 
of life for them ; aod ordained that they sfaoidd be 
clothed in whiles tb^ wlj^ich garment popie Euger 
Rius ilL added a red cro6«^ to be wc^rn on the 
breast^ \^ioh they promised 4)y a aplemo oatk tc» 
obMPv9 Imt ei^evt >}^i^^4r- 
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Ineiled by the example of the knights temptar^p 
about the year lil8> the hospitallers also took up 
the profession of arms, in addition to their origiir 
toai charitable profession ;^ occupying themselves 
at one time in attending upon the sic&^ and at 
othets in acts of hostility against the Turks and 
Saracens. At this time they took the name of 
knights hospitallers. 

Both orders fiourisbed and' increased diaily ; but 
that of the templars^ though the youngest of the 
two> having from its original esti^Ushment beea 
wholly employed in the profession of arms^ was 
by many esteemed to be the most honourable ; 
and therefore many noblemen> princes^ and per- 
sons of, the highest distinction^- who thought the 
service of tending the sick too servile an employ- 
ment, entered themselves amongst the knights 
templars, in preference to the other order* 

Both orders, for years, generally took the field 
together^ and, as well by themselves at in con«' 
junction with the troops o£ the Crusades, wdn ma» 
ny battles, and performed- prodigies of valour. The 
§mulatk)n, however^ which subsisted between them: 
ofteii occasioned warm disputes, which rose to such 
t height as produced frequent: skirmishes .between 
detached parties of the two orders* This occa<» 
sioncd the pope and the respective grand masters 
« to interfere ; whq^ 9^ gr|at medfiUf e suppressed 
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ihtie quarrels ; but the knights of the different or« 
ders ever afterward continued to view each other 
ip^hb jeaious eyes^ 

Some time after these difficulties were thus par^ 
tially suppressed^ the Turks assembled a great force 
and drove the whole of the Christians out of Pa^ 
lestine. The last fortress they had possession of 
was that of Su John d'Acre^ This was long and 
Jbravely defended by :the knights templars against 
tbeir besiegers. The Turks^ however^ at last forced 
three hundred knights^ being all that remained of 
the garrison^ to take refuge in a strong tower^ to 
wfiich also the women fled for safety. The Turks 
hereupon set about undermining it^ which they in 
a short time so eiTectually accomplished^ that the 
Jinights saw^ in case they held out any longer^ 
they must all inevitably perish. They therefore 
capitulated^ stipulating^ among other things^ that 
the honour of their women should not be violated. 
Upon this^ the tower bemg opened, the Turks 
icnarched in ; but, in total breach of the terms of 
capitulation, they immediately began to offer vio- 
* Jence to the women. The enraged knights in- 
stantly drew their swords, hewed in pieces all the 
Turks who had entered, shut the gates against 
thoi^e who remained without, and resigned them- 
selves .to inevitable death^ which they soon met 



Vfith, by tfa« tower beia]g underiRined and threwir 
down upon their heids* 

After this defeat, the two orders found an aey** 
iiim in the island of Cyprus ; from when^e^ after 
fome time, the knights templars, finding their 
number so diminished as to leave no hopes of ei^ 
fecting any thing towards the recovery of the hely 
kind, without new crusades (which the eh^ristiaa 
princes did not seem ineiined to set or foot) re- 
turned to their different etHnmandees in liie vari^ 
ous parts of chiietendemr 

From this time the two orders separated ; the 
knights hospitallers remained a whUe at Cyprus, 
from whence they afterwards went to Rhodesi^ 
and thence to Malta ; whteh name they then as- 
turned. The knights templars dispersed tbemeeWet 
throughout all Europe, hit still enjoyed princely 
revenues, and were extremely wealthy. 

Vertot says, that pope Boniface the Vflltfi ba^t«^ 
mg engaged in a wann dispute with Philip, king 
of France, the two orders, as had too frequently 
happened before,^ took opposite eidee. The knightc 
of Malta declared in li»vour of king Philip, whilst 
the knights templars espoused the cause of the 
pope. This conduct, Riilip, partly from a re venge^ 
ful dispositkm, and partly from the hope of g^ing 
possession of the vast wealth of the knights, iievedr 
could forgive ; but formed, thenceforward the de* 
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tign of suppressing the order, wfienever a proper 
opportunity should offer* This, however, did not 
occur till after the decease of pope Boniface. 

Immediately on the death of that pontiff, the 
cardinals assembled to elect his successor ; hut par- 
ty disputes ran so high in the conclave, that there 
teemed no probability of again filliftg the papal 
4Bhair very speedily. At length, through the in- 
trigues and machinations of the friends of Philip 
the cardinals were all brought to tonsent to the 
election of any priest that he should lecemmend 
t& them. 

This was the darling object the monarch had ia 
view : this being accomplished, he immediately 
ient for the archbishop of Bourdeaux, who^e am- 
bition he knew had no bounds, and who would 
hesitate at nothing to gratify it ; and communi- 
cated to him the power he had received of nomi* 
nating a person to the papal chair, and promising 
be should be the person, on his engaging to per- 
form six conditions. The archbishop greedilj^ 
matched at the bait, and immediately took an oath 
en the sacrament to the faithful performance of the 
conditions. Philip then laid open to him five of 
the* conditions, but reserved the sixth until after 
the- archbishop's coronation as pope ; which sooa 
took place in consequence of the recommendation 
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of the king to tbe conclave ; and the new pop^ 
took, upon himself the name of Clement V. 

Vertot goes on to say> that a templar ^ anc) a cir 
tiren of B:eziers^. having heen apprehended for 
some crime^ and committed together to a diuir 
geon> for want of a priest confessed: each other ; 
that; the: citiaex:^ bajrtag heard the templar's coor 
fes8ion> in order to save his own life accused thr 
order to king Philipi; charging tbei^^ onithe aur 
thorityr of what his: fellow prisoner had told hiro> 
with: idolatrj^. sodomy^ »)bber3i^ and mofidec ; adr 
ding^ that the knights templars being secretly Ma^ 
hometanSj, each knight^ at hia admissiofi into the 
OKder^ was oUiged to renounce Jesus Christy and 
to spit on the crjoss in token of his. abhorrence of 
it Philip^ on hearing these aocusalioas> pasdotb 
ad Ibe citiae% and disposed to ttie pope hia 'sixth 
condition^ which was the supprcfssion of the ocdet 
of knights temiJlars. 

Not only evecy knight teittpkir must know to a 
^ertai^ty the absolute falsehood oi these eharges^ 
but every unprejudiced reader of Yertot's history 
nust also perceive that the whole of their aceur 
sation was the product of Philip's own braiii^ in 
order to accoinplish his long wished for object . of 
suppressuig the order^ and getting possession of 
their vast riches in his dominions. It is therefore 
evident^j that the story of the tempIar^s confessioa 



"9^ all ft Ibrgerj^ mnd ilmt the citiz<en was no 
<fther thab a tool -of PhSip^ whoj to 'ensure hia 
dwh ' pardooj was prevailed on to iaake oath of 
.sudia eonfeds^ having been made to him by the 
t^Mplar* 

The historian ) proceeds to say> that in conse- 
•^^ce df this laccusatioQj the knights templars in 
VHihce^ and dther parts of the pope's dominions^ 
i^^te Ttti})rigonedt)y his order, and put to the most 
•exquisite tortures, to make them confers them- 
^Ives guilty. They, however, bore these tortures 
tHth the most heroic fortitude, persisting to the 
last in' asserting their own innocence and that of 
their order. 

In addition to these proceedings, pope Clement, 
In fine year 1312, issued his bull for the annihila- 
lation of the order of knights templars, which he 
^^nsed to "foe published throughout every country 
in Christendom* He at the same thne gave their 
f>oMessioos to the knights of Malta, which appro- 
-priation of the templars' estates was assented to by 
anost of the sovereigns in Europe; and there is 
now extant> amcmgst th^ Ei^glisb statutes, an act 
«f parliament, v^hereby, after setting forth that 
the order of templars has been suppressed, their 
possessions in England are confirmed to the knights 
^f St. John« 
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Vertot, however, further says, that i^ Germa- 
ny, the histoifians of that' nation relate, that pope 
Clement, having sent his bull for abolishing the 
order, to the archbishop of Met^y, for him to ep- 
force, that ptelate summoned all his clergy togc* 
ther, that the publictftidh might be made with 
greater sotemnHy : and that they were suddenly 
surprised by the entry of WaHgruffbr Count Sau* 
vage, one of the principals of this order, attended 
by twenty other templars^ armed, and in their re- 
gular habks. 

Tbe count declared he was not come to do vio- 
lence to any body, but having heard of the bull 
against his order, came to insist that tbe appeal 
which they made from that decree to the next 
council and the successor of Clement, should* be 
received, read, and published. This he pressed so 
warmly, that the archbishoj), not thinking It pro- 
per to refuse men whom he saw armed, complied* 
He sent the appeal afterwards to the pope, who 
ordered him to have it examined in a council of 
his province. Accordingly a synod was called, 
and after a lengthy trial, and various* formalities, 
which were then observed, the templars of that 
province were declared innocent of the crimes 
charged upon them* 

Although the templars were thuff declared inno* 
cent, it does not appear that either th«ir posses- 
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ftioas or tlieir gorernmentj as a distinct ordcr^ 
were restored ; but that their estates in the Ger- 
man empire were divided between the knights of 
Malta and the Teutonic knights ; to the first of 
which orders^ many knights templars afterwards 
joined themselves. This appears altogether pro« 
bable from the following circumstance^ viz. It is 
unquestionable^ that the habit of the knights tern* 
plars was originally white ; but we aqpv observe 
they distinguish themselves by the aame colour as 
the knights of Malta^ viz. black ; which change 
cannot be accounted for in any other way than by 
an union with the knights of that order. 

The assemblies of knights templars and knights 
of Malta^ are called Encampments. Ttieir uniform 
is blackj excepting the stocky which is white ; to 
denote that it is not a mourning garb^ but the 
habit of the order. The apron and sash are also 
black ; the. former is decorated with the cross 
swords, skull and cross hones ; the latter with a 
large star, which falls upon the left breast^ in the 
centre of which is a ero^^ and serpent, upon a red 
field ; the whole of these emblems are in silver or 
pearly except the cross and serpent^ which are iu 
gold. 

The following passages of scripture are occa- 
siooally rehearsed in encampments of knights 
templars. 
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James u 1 — 10, 26, 27. " James, a servant 
of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve 
tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting. My 
brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations ; knowing this, that the trying of yoar 
faith worketh patience. But let patience have her. 
perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing. If any of you lack wisdom, let 
him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally^ 
and upbraidefh not ; and it shall be given hinu 
But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering ; for 
he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea, driven 
with the wind, and tossed. For let not that man 
think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 
A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. 
Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is 
exalted. If any man among you seem to be re* 
ligiousj^and bridleth' not his tongue, but deoeiveth 
his own heart, that man's religion is vain. Ptore 
religion, and undefiled, before God and the Father, 
is this. To visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world.'* 

Matt, xxvl 14—25, and 35 — 49. <« Then 
one of the tvvelve, called Judas Iscariot, went un- 
to the chief priests, and said unto them. What will 
ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you ? And 
thQT covenanted with him for thirty pieces of sil- 
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ver. And from that tirae he sought opportunity 
to betray him. Now, the first day of the feast of 
-unleavened bread, the disciples came to Jesus, say- 
ing unto hiiD, Where wilt thou that we prepare 
for jthee to eat the pasaover ? And he said, 60 into 
.'the city to such a man, and say unto him, Th^ 
Aitster saithy My time b at hand ; I will keep the 
^passovier at thy house with my disciples* And the 
disciples did as Jesus had appointed them ; and 
they made ready the passover. Now, when the 
, even was come,, he sat down with th^ twelve^ 
And as they did eat he said. Verily I say untoyou,^ 
Ibait one of you shall betray me. And they were 
itKceeding . sorrowfiii, and began €veiy one of 
<them to say unto him. Lord, is it I ? And be an- 
swered andsaid^He tbatdippeth his hand with me 
fin the disb> the same shell betray me. The son of 
-man igootb, AH'it ;ig ivritten of Jiim : but wo unto 
ftiurt man by wfhbm the Son of Man is betmyed! 
dl i^d i)een good for that man if he had not been 
-bdm« Then Judas, ^which beitrayed :htm, answer- 
tied and said,>li/ia]rter, is it I ? if'^ Mid unto him,^ 
Thou hast said. Then cometh Jesus with them 
imto a place called GethsemaiK, and saith unto 
rthe disciples,. Sit ye here, while I go and pray yon* 
'der. And he took with him Peter and the two 
.sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrow&l and 
icery licavy.^ Then saith: he unto them>. My souL 
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is exceeding sorrowftil^ even unto death ; tarry 
ye hcrc^ and watch with ane. And he went a 
]ittle farther^ and fell on his &ce, and prayed^ say- 
ings O my Father, if it be possiblej let this cup 
pass from me ; neyertbeless, not as I will, but as 
thou wilt. And he cometh unto the disciples, and 
findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What ! 
aould ye not watch with me one hour i Watch and 
pray, that ye enter not into temptation : the spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. He went 
away .again the second time, and prayed, saying, 
O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from 
me, except I drink it^ thy will be done. And he 
came and. found them asleep again ; for their eyes 
were heavy. And he left them, and went avi^y 
again, and prayed the third time, aaying the same 
words. Then cometh he to his disciples, and 
saitb tudto them. Sleep on now,.and.take your rest: 
behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Maa 
is betrayed into th« hands of sinners. Rise, let 
us be going : behold, he is at band that doth. be- 
tray me* And while he yet spake^ lo, Judas, me 
of the twelve, came, and with him a great multi- 
tude, with swords « and staves, from the chief 
priests and elders of the people. Now, he that 
betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, Whomfo- 
ever I shall kiss, that same is he : hold him &8t«. 
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Aiid forthwith he came to Jestxs, and said^ Hail^ 
Master ; aiKl kissed him." 

Matt. XKv'iu 24—38. *' When Pilate saw that 
he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult 
was made, he took water, and warhed his handar 
before the multitude,. «aying, I am innocent of 
ikie blood of this just person ; see ye to it. Then- 
answered all the people and said. His blood be 
tipon us> and our children. Then released he Ba- 
vabbas onto them : and when he had scourged Je* 
8U8, he delivered him to be crucified. Then the 
aoldiers of the ga%'ernor took Jesus into the com- 
mon hall, and gathered unto him the whole band 
ef soldiers. And they stripped him, and put on 
him a scarlet robe. And when they had platted 
a crown of thorns they put it upon his head, and a 
reed in his right hand ; and they bowed the knee 
before him, and mocked him, saying,. Hail, king 
of the Jews ! And they spit upon him, and took 
the reed and smote him on the head. And after 
that they had mocked him,. they took the robe oflT 
from him> and put his own raiment on him, and 
led him away to crucify him. And as they came 
out they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name : 
him they compelled to bear his cross. And when 
they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that 
it to say, A place of a scull, they gave him vine- 
Jpur to dripiky mingled with gall : sucid when fu? 
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had tasted thereof he would no( drink. And thejr 
crucified hiro^ and parted his garmentgj casting 
lots t that it might be fulfilled which was apcken 
by the prophet. They parted my garments among 
thero, and upon my vesture did they cast lots. 
And^ sittmg down, they watched him there; and 
set up over his head his accusation written, THIS 
IS JESUtf THE KING OF THE JEWS." 

j4cts u 15— -26. ''And in those days Peter 
stood up in the mid»t of the disciples^, and said 
(the number ef the names together were about on 
hundred and twenty.) Men and brethren, Thie 
scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the 
Holy Ghost,, by this mouth of David, spake before 
•oncerning Judas^ which was guide to them thnC 
took Jesua For he was numbered with us, and 
had obtained part of this ministry, ^ow, this man 
puFcliased a field with the reward of iniq|uity ; and,, 
fialiing headlong,, he burst asunder in the midtt, 
and. all his howek' gushed out. And it was known 
unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem :. insomuch as 
that fiekl is^ called,, in their proper tongue^ Acel- 
dama, that is to say,, the field of blood«. For it is 
written ia the book of Psalms,. Let bis habitation 
be desolate, and let no man c^ell therein : ^nd^ 
Hi& bishoprick let anotter' take. Wherefore, of 
these men which have companied with us all the 
tune that the Lord Jeaus w^nt inland (Hit among 
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US, beginnkig from the baptism of John, unio that 
tSLine day that he wds taken up from U8> mu^t 
one be ordained to be a witness with us of his re- 
surrection', • And th€y app<mited two^ Joseph^ cal- 
led Barsabas, who was sumamed Justus^ and Mat* 
tbias. . And they prayed, and said,. Thou, Lord^ 
'which knoweat the hearts of all men, shew whe- 
ther of. these two thou hast chosen, that he may 
take part of this miniiitry and apostleship, from 
which Judas by transgt^tission fell, that he might 
go to his own place* And they gave forth their 
lots : and the lot fell upon Matthias ; and he was 
•umbered with the eleyea apostles." 



CHAPTER IV. 

Kmghts of Malta. 

THE following passages of scripture are occa* 
sfionaily rehearsed in encampments of Knights of 
Malta. 

Jets xxvin. I — (J. ^ And when they were es- 
caped, then they knew that the island was called 
Melita. And the barbarous peo{^e shewed us no 
little kindness;: for they kmdled a fire, and re. 
eeived us every one, because of the present rain,, 
and because of the cold. And when Paul had 
ipthiered a bundle of sticks, and laki them on the 
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Aft, there came a Tiper cKit of the heat^ and fast- 
ened on his hand. And when the barbarians saw 
the venomous beast hang on bis hand^ tfoey aaid 
■tnoiig themselves,. No doubt this man was a mur- 
dereFj wbom> though he hath escaped the sea, yet 
vengeance sufTereth not to live. And he -shook 
off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm. Bow- 
bcit they looked when he should have swoHen,. 
or fallen down dead suddenly ; but after they faard- 
looked a great whiie,. aiid:Mw no harm coToe to 
him, (hey changed their minds, and said that be 
Mras a god." 

Si. John xix. ig. *« And Filate wrote a titie^ 
and put it on the cross. And the writing was, 
JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF 
THE JEWS.'> 

St. John XX. 24 — 28. « But Thomas, one of 
the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them 
when Je^us came. The other disciples, therefore,, 
said unto him. We have seen the Lord. But be 
said unto them. Except I shall see in bis hands tbe 
print of the nails, and put my finger into the print 
of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I 
will not believe.^ And after ei^l days,, again hiS' 
disciples were within, and Thomas with thenir 
Then came Jesus, th« doors^ being shut, and stood 
in the midst, and said. Peace be unto }H>it. Then- 
saith he to Thomas^ Reach hither thy ftnger^ nfiA 
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behold my hands: and reach hither thy hand^ 
and thrust it into my side ; and be not faithless;^ 
but believing. And Thomas answered^ and said 
unto him^ My Lord and my God.>> 



CHAPTER V. 

. THE order of KnigkU of the Holy Sepulekr§ 
was instituted in the year 1219. Their uniform 
wnk8 a red cross, and their oath, to defend the se« 
pulchre of Christ. Upon the extinction of this or- 
der^ many of them joined the Knights of Malta. 

The Knights of Tuton^, or Allcmagne, wore a 
-white garment, with a black cross. 

The Knights of Calatrctva, a black garment 
"with a red cross on the breast. 

The Knights of Jtlcantravay a green cross. 

The Knights of the Redemption wore a white 
garment, with a black cross. 

The Knights of Christ wore a black garment, 
with a double cross. 

The Knights of thfe Mother of Christ, a little 
red cross, reflected with gold. 

The Knights of Lazarus wore a green cross on 
the breast. 

The Knights of the Star wore a star on their 

baia. 
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The KnighU of the Band wore a band of thr 
Angers %v)dth, fastened on the left shoulder^ aj 
t)rought over the breaet^ under the right arm* 

The Knights ofthe^nnuniTtationof the Firg 
Mary wore a collar made of plates of gold and i 
ver^ with a picture tff the Vh'gin Mary pendc 
thereto. 

The Knights of St THichael wore a chain 
l^ld, -woven like iittfe thdll^ imd a jncture of i 
Michael pendent tbereta 

'■ The IMgkts Df Su Siephm wore « black f^ 
iotmt^ vrhh • red cross. 

The KImghtt of the Holy iSimi wore a tlm 
fiAitbe midittetrf A crssn. 
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BOOK IV. 

K)f Encampments of Knights in America^ 



CHAPTER L 

Grand Encampment of Pennsylvania. 

ON the 12th day erf May, A.D. 1707, a con- 
vention of Knights Templars was holden at Phila- 
delphia, for the purpose of taking into considera- 
tion the propriety and expediency of forming a 
Grand Encampment. The convention, after hav- 
ing considered the subject, came to a determina- 
tion to form and open a grand encampment, in the 
city of Philadelphia, to consist of an equal repre* 
sentation from the several encampments of Knights 
Templars in the state of Pennsylvania. They ac- 
cordingly appointed a committee, consisting of 
four deputies from each encampment, to report a 
toTia of constitution ; which report was made on 
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the 10th of the same months and^ after having 
been read and amended^ it was agreed to^ and 
the grand encampment organized agreeably there? 
to.-^The encampments under its jurisdiction are. 
Grand Encampment, . Philadelphia, 
Encampment No. 1, Do. 

Do. No. Do. 

Do. No. Harrisburgb^ Penn« 

Do. No. Carlisle^ Do. 



CHAPTER II. 

United States Grand Encampment of Knights 
Templars, and the Appendant Orders^ 

A GRAND convention of Knights Templars was 
holdcn in Providence, on the 6th day of May, A.D. 
1805; when the following measures were pro- 
posed and adopted, unanimously, viz. 

** Resolved, an tbc srnse of this convention, tliat tbc for- 
mation and L'stabHsliincnt of a grand encampment ofknlg^hti 
icmplara, wvtild tend to promote tlie bouour and interests of 
the orders of kni)(h(hood, and of maiM>nry. 

**- Resolved, that u committee be appointed to devise and 
report a form of constitution, explanatory of the principles 
ii)ion M'hieh a p-sti.d encnmpment sbaU be opened. 

*< Resolved, that the convention lie acQonriicd until Menu 
d«»y tlie 13th inutant, then to meet a^:n in Mason^s Hall, 
iuT'rovidencc." 
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Monday, IStk May, J. IK 1805. 

The eonvention met^ agreeably to adjournment^ 
to take into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee appomted on th« »ixth inst. which, being 
read and anaendedji was unanimously approved and 
adopted. 

At the annual assembly of the grand encamp« 
jnent, helden ^ Boston, in 'the month of May, 
JL D.-lSOT^'it was deemed expedient to extend the 
jurisdiction of the grand encampment to any state 
or territory wherein there is no regularly esta- 
•blished grand encampment, and for this and other 
purposes, a number df alterations and amendments 
iwere made in the ocmstitution* 

The constitution as altered and amended is ia 
the words following, viz. 

CONSTITUTION 

-OP THE 

UNITED STATES GRAND ENCAMPMENT 

OF 

KNIGHTS TEMPLARS 

AND THE 

APPENDANT X)llDERS. 

ARTICLE I. 
Of THfi^GnAND Encampment. 
See. 1. THE Grand Encampment shall consist of a Gen- 
Grand Master, a Grand Generalisssimo, a Grand Cap- 
^in Genera^ a Grand Senior Warden, a Grand Junior War- 

Y 
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den, a Grand Treasurer, m Grand Racorder, a Grand Mar- 
shal, a Grand Standard Bearer, a Grand Sword Bearer ; and 
also all Past General Grand Masters, Grand Generaliraimoa 
and Grand Captain Generals ; the Grand )Ia«ter, GcneraHs- 
•imo and Captain General, for the time being, of all suhor- 
diuate Chartered Encampments of Knights Templars ; all 
Past Grand Masters of subordinate Encampments, whilst 
they continue members of any Encampment under this ju- 
Irisdiction ^ and one Delegate (who -shall be a Knight Tem- 
l^lar) from each Indep^dent Council of Knights of the Re4 
Cross ; and the said enumerated -officers (or 'their respectifie 
Proxies) shall be the only members and voters in the said 
Grand Encampment. 

Sec. 2. The Grand Encampment shall meet annually, ill 
the month of May, at such time and place as they«hall firoB 
time to time appoint, for the choice of Officers, and to trana- 
mct other necessary busiuess.— And the General Giand Mas- 
ter may at any time call a special Assembly .of the Graad 
JEncampment, when in his judgment it aiMiy be expedient. 

Sec. 3. The jurisdiction of this Grand Encampment 
shall expend to any State or TeiTitory wherein there is not a 
Grand Encamjproent regularly established ; and it shall take 
cognisance of, and preside over, all such Encampinents of 
Knights of Malta, Knights Templars, and Councila «f 
Knights of the Red Cross, as haite been heretofore instituted, 
and that shall acknowledge its jurisdiction. And it shall 
«]so have -authority to grant Charters of Constitution Ibr 
jthe establishment of new Encampments and Councils, Ib 
Any«6tate or territory as aforesaid. 

Sec. 4. No new Encampment or Council shall be ^leemed 
legal, that may be hereafter formed and. opened, without a 
Charter from the Grand Encampment, or a Constitutional 
Dispensation from the Grand Master. And com&nmcaflon, 
cither public or private, is hereby interdicted and forbiddeiiy 
between a|iy Epcampment or Council nnder this juriadictioB, 
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fv any member of either of them, and any such illegal Eb. 
oampment or Council, or any member of the same. 

Sec, 5. No Charter or Dispensation, for the institutioii 
•fa new Encampment of Knighta Tempiart, with the ap- 
pendant orders, shall be granted for a less snm than one 
Jiundred dollars for the use of the Grand Funds, and teir 
dollars to the Grand Recorder.— <And no Charter of Dispen- 
•i^on for the institution of an Independent Council of 
]|iights of the Rad Cross, shall be granted for a less sunk 
than fifty dollars for the use of the Grand Funds, and t^ 
drilars to the Grand Recorder. 

SScr. 6. No Charter of Recognition shall be granted t» 
•By Encampment or Council that has been heretofore form- 
ad, for a less sum than fifteen dollars to the Grand Fund^ 
••d £▼« dollars to the Grand Recorder. 

See, 7. The General Grand Master, with the advice an^ 
aonsent of the Grand Generalissimo, or the Grand Captain, 
fieneral, shall have power and authority, whenerer he may 
deem it necessary and expedient, to grant liCtters of Dis* 
pensation for the Institution of New Councils and En* 
eampments, upon the payment of the fees required by the* 
9tb Sectioo, 1st Article of this Constitution ; which IHspcn- 
satioRS shall continue in force, until revoked by the saic( 
General Gr#id Master, oc by the Grand Encampment. 

Sec. 8. In the choice of Ofiicers in the Grand and snbov« 
diuate Encampments, the followiug mode shall be observed,, 
viz. Each member shall deposit the name of the person he- 
votes for, written upon a slip of paper, in the ballot box ; 
when all have voted, the Grand Wardens and Recorder shall 
examine the votes, and make report of the same to the Grandl 
Master, who shall then direct the Recorder to proclaim th<^ 
result in the following manner, viz. 

*' In the name of this (Grand) Encampment I do hereb^jsr 

proclaim our valiant and approved Companion, Sir f, 

duly elected to the Office ^ , fbr the year ensuing^ 

i9d.that'he be recognized a» such acoosdinglx*^ 
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S€e. 9. Wbcn eitlier of tbe Officers or Members of ilie 
jGrand Encampmeat caanot personally atteud its Asaembliesy 
tkey shall sererally bfre authority to constitnte a Proxy ; 
and such proxy shall be eatitled to debate aud vote, for and 
in behalf of hk eoBStitnent, in the said Graad EncampmeBt. 

ARTICLE U. 

#r TBI SVBORDIKATK CoUNCILt AMB SNCAMPMSVV». 

Bee. 1. Every Eocampment onghtto attemble at leail 
quarterly, for business and improvement y and shall consist 
•f a Grand Master, Qeneralissimo^ Captain General, SenUr 
Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer, Recorder, Standard 
Bearer, Sword Bearer, and as maay members as may be found 
convenient and proper. 

Sec. 2. Every independent Cotiucil of Knights of the Red 
Cross,* should meet, at least quarterly, for business and iia- 
provement \ and should coneist of a Sovereign y a Chancel- 
lor \ a Master of the Palace ; a Master of Cavalry, who h 
Senior General ; a Master of Infantry, who is Junior Gene- 
ral ; a Master of Finances ; a Master of Dispatches ; a 
Standard Bearer 5 a Sword Bearer, who is Master of Cero- 
monies ; and as many members aa may be found convenient 
and pit^per* 

Sec, 9. The Officers of every subordinate Encampmttt 
and Council, shall be chosen annually, by ballot^ at such 
time and place as they shall respectively direct. 

See. 4. Every subordinate Encampment and Council, 
shall annually make a return to the Grand Encampment, of 
the names of all their members; and also of all candidates 
accepted and rejected, by them respectively, together with 
the fees required by the 5th Section, isd Article of this Con* 
stitution. 

* An independent council qf Knights qf the Red Cross, is wu 
derstood to be, a council that derives its authority immediately 
from the Grand Encampment, Unconnected with an Mncampmeni 
of Knights Templars. 
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Sic. y. Erery person wbo shall at any time hereafter be- 

admitted to the degree of Knight of the Red Cross, in any' 

Council or Encampment under this jurisdiction, shall pay 

for the use of the Grand fund, the sum of two dollars and 

ftifty cents, in addition to the ordinary fees. And every peiw 

son who shall be admitted and created a Knight Templar in 

any Encampment under thi» jurisdiction, shall pay for the 

«jM oftheGrandiuady the additional sum of two dollars and 

fifty cents. All which said dues and sums shall be made 

good and paid t6 the Gr^nd Recorder, by the ssdd Councils^ 

And fincampmetitsj respectively, at the annual Grand As* 

sembly; and the Grand Recprder shall pay the same over t<^ 

the Grand Treasurer. 

Sec. 6, No person shall be admitted to^the degree of 

' Knight of the Red Cross, for a less sum than twelve and an 

Mfidollass, ^xdusivia of the Gjrand Encampment fees re* 

quired by the foregoing Section. And nO' person shall be 

admitted and created a Knight Templar, for a less .sum than 

twelve and to half dollars^ in addition to the Red Cross fees,. 

and exclusive of the Grand Encampment fees required a»- 

sfbfesaid ; aiaiuuitiQg \a the whole to .the sum of thirtyi 

dollars. ' 

Sec, 7. Every member of the Grand Encampment (ex- 

oeptinj^ such as hold their seats solely by virtue of having 

sustained the Office of General Grand Master, Grand Gen- 

eralissimOy Grand Captain General, or Grand Master of s^ 

subordinate Encampment) who shall neglect to att^hd the 

annual Grand Assembly in person, or by proxy, shall forfeit 

and pay into the Grand £iind a fine of three dollars, for every^ 

neglect ; and such delinquent shall not be entitled to a seat 

ia the Grand Encampment, nntil the said ftac; be paid. 



I HEREBY Certify, that the foregoing is a true Copy of 
llie Constitution of the United States Grand Encampment* 
of.Knight».T«tB{4ar8 and the AppeadiiatOtdttrs, i^*all«red^^ 
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amended and ratified, at tbe annual astembly of the said 
Grand Encampmeat, begun and holden at Boston, in the 
State of Maasarhusettfl, on the Thursday succeeding the last 
Wednesday in May, A.D. ISQ&. 
fVUness, 

OTIS AMMIDON Cof Providence, R. I J 

Grand Recorder, 

At the annual assembly, holden at Boston in 
the month of May, A. D. 1807, the foUowmg 
knights were elected to the offices imnexed t0 
their respective names, viz. 
M.W. Sir Thomas Smith Webb, of Providence, 
General Grand Master. 
'W. Sir Henry Fowle, of Boston, Generalise 

simo*, 
W. Sir Jonathan Gage, of Newburyport, 

Captain GeneraL 
W. Sir Otis Ammidon, of Providence, Grand 

Recorder. 
W. Sir Jeremuh F. Jenkins, of Providence, 
Grand Treasurer. 



CHAPTER IIL 

New-York. 

THE Old Encampment, city of New-Yorfe» 
Jerusalem Encampment, Do. 

Montgomery Encampment, Stillwateiw 
Temple Encampment, Albany, 



FREEMASON'S MONITOR. 258 

Maryland. 

Encampment No. 3^ Baltimore. 
Do. No. 13, Do. 
Do. No. 24, Havre de Grace* 

MassachttsettSs 

Encampment of K.1r. Boston. 
Encampment of K.T. Newburyport* 
Council of K.R.C. at Portland. 

Rhode- Island. 

St. John's Encampment of K.R.C. K.T. and K. 
of M. meets at Mason^s Hall in Providence o» 
the first Monday evenings in March, June^ Sep-^ 
tember and December. 

END OF PART FIRST. 
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PREFACE. 



THEInefpable'Degrees op Mason- 
HY, the History and Charges of which are 
contained in the following pages, are as 
ancient (it is alledged) as the time of 
King Solomon ; the proof of which, is 
probably known only to those who are 
professors of the degrees. 
• The general design of this part of the 
work is to preserve the History aad 
Charges of the several Ineffable Degrees 
from falling into oblivion ; with which 
they have been long threatened, as well 
from the small number of conventions of 
masons who possess them, as from the 
little attention that has been paid to their 
meetings of late years. 

It will also serve to convince masons 
whs possess the Degress treated of in the 
first part of this work, that there is a total 
difference between those and the Ineffa- 
hle Degrees 4 for it is a circumstance 
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necessary to be known, that there is ne 
part of these degrees that have any re« 

semblance to the fourth, fifth, sixth or 
seventh degrees before mentioned, or that 
have any reference or allusion to any of 
the circumstances op which those de- 
grees were founded. But, notwithstand- 
ing this difference, it will clearly appear, 
from the account here given of the Ineffa- 
ble Degrees, that much ingenuity is dis- 
played in their formation ; that their de- 
sign is noble, benevolent and praisewor* 
thy ; and that the institution was intended 
for the glory of the Deity and the good 
of mankind, 

September^ 1797* 



tHE 
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PART ir. 



BOOK I. 

CHAPTER L 

Gbservations on the Degree of Secret Master^ 

THE lodge of Secret Masters is spread with 
Iblack. The master represents Solomon coming 
to the temple to elect seven experts* He is styU 
ed. Most Powerful, 

There is only one warden> who is called Ado* 
niram^ after him who had the inspection of the 
workmanship done at Mount Libanus. He wa« 
the first made secret master. 

Solomon holds a sceptre in his band^ standing 
in the East^ before a triangukir altar^ upon which i« 
It crown^ and some oFive and laurel leaves. Adoni* 
fam, the inspector^ stands in the West. 

The first oiBcer is decorated with a blue ribbon^ 
iirom the right shoulder to the left hip> to whicli 
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bangs a triangle. 'Hie second officer is decorated 
with a white ribbon^ bordered with blacky in a 
triangular form, and an ivory key suspended there- 
from^ with a figure of Z upon it. 

All the other brethren are decorated in^the same 
manner, with white aprons andgloves^the strings 
of the aprons black ; the flap of the apron is blu^f 
with a golden eye upon it. This lodge should be 
enlightened by eighty-one candles, distributed by 
nine times nine. 

A candidate, after being strictly examined by 
the inspector, who must Avouch for his qualifica- 
tions, is thus addressed by the M. P. 

** Brother, 
^' You have hitherto only seen the thick veil 

that covers the S. S. of God^s temple ; your fidel- 
ity, zeal and constancy have gained you this fa- 
vour I now grant you, of she wing you our treasure^ 
and introducing you into the secret place." 

He is then invested with the ribbon, the crown 
of laurels and olives, by the M. P. who thus ad- 
dresses him : 

f^ My Brother, 

*' I receive you as secret master, and give you 
lank among the Lerites. This laurel, the emblem 
,of victory, is to remind you of the conquest you 
are to gain over your passions. The olive is the 
j^wbol of thatpeace and union^ whichjooght toreijp 



•mongst us. It belongeth to you to deserve the 
favour^ that you may be enabled, one day, to ar* 
rive in the secret place, to contemplate the pillar 
of beauty. I decorate you with the ivory key, 
bung to a white and black ribbon, as a symbol of 
your fidelity, innocence and discretion. 

** The apron and gloves are to be marks of th« 
eandour of all S. M. in the number of which you 
have deserved to> be introduced. In this quality, 
jny l^rother, you are tabecome the faithful guardian 
of the S. S. and I put you ia the number of seven, 
to be one of the conductors of the works which 
ere raising to the Divinity. The eye upon your 
apron is to remind you to have a careful watch 
over the conduct of the craft in general.'' 

The lodge is closed by the mysterious number; 



CHAPTER IL 

Observations on the Degree of Perfect Masters 

THE lodge of perfect masters is hung with greea 
tapestry,, oa eight columns, four on each side, 
placed at e^ual distances ;. to be illuminated with 
sixteen lights, placed at the four cardinal points^r 
A table before the canopy covered with black. 
The R. W. and respectable master represents the 
juMe Adoniram,. being, the first that was elected 
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S» M. bebause S» chose him the firit of the seireiK 

He oommanded the works of the temple before 
H. A« arrived at Jerusakm^ and afterwards had the 
inspectbn of the works at Mount Libanus* He is 
decorated with the ornamenti of perfection, and is 
a prince of Jerusalem^ with those decorations. He 
pocupies the place of S« in the etsl under the 
canopy. 

There is only one warden^ who represents 
Stocking in the function of inspector', with the or* 
paments of his highest degrees^ which be received 
]Q the west. 

The assistants, being at least perfect masters, 
ought to be decorated with a large geen ribbon 
hung to the neck, with a jewel suspended thereto^ 
being a compass extended to 60 degrees. 

The brethren all have aprons of white leather 
with green flaps ; on the middle of the apron must 
be embroidered a square stone, surrounded by 
three circles, with the letter P in the centre. 

After a candidate Is duly examined in the pro* 
ficiency he has made in the foregoing degree, he 
is regularly introduced, and is thus addressed by 
the M. P. 

<* My Brother, 

<^ It is my desire to draw you from your vicious 

life, and, by the favour I have received from the 

most powerful of kings, I raise jrou to the degree of 
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.perfect master^, on condition that you strictly ad- 
Here to what shall be presented to you by oiw 
Eaws." 

The ceremonies, &c. of this degree, were ori-- 
{inally established as a grateful tribute of respect 
to the memory of a departed worthy brother*. 

The lodgp is. closed by four times four* 



CHAPTER III. 

Observations 6n the Degree of Intimate Secretar^f. 

THE lodge of I. S, is furnished with black hang- 
ings, and represents the hall of audience of Solo- 
mon. It should be enlightened with twenty-seven 
lights, in three candlesticks of nine branches each,, 
placed K W.-andS,. 

This lodge consists of two persons only ; wh« 
represent S. and H. K. of T. They are covered 
with blue mantles, lined with ermine, with crowns 
on their heads, sceptres^ in their hands, and seated 
St a table, on which are placed two naked swords^, 
a roll of parchment, and a death^s head. 

All the rest of the brethren are considered only 
as perfect masters, and are termed the guards.' 
They should have white aprons, lined and em* 
broidered with a blood colour, with strings of the 
same ; and ribbons of the same colour round 4hah9 

Z3 
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fiecks^ to which must be sttdpended, hangiiig Oft 
the brea«t^ a solid triaBgle. 

Charge to a new made Intimate Secretartfm 

^« My Brother^ 

*' I receive 3^00 an Intimate Secretary, on yoor 
promise to be faithful to the order in whieh you 
have just now entered. We hope, brother, that 
your fidelity wil^l be proof to every trial ; and that 
this sword, with whicii we arm you, will defend ' 
you from the attacks of those, who may try to 
extort from you those secrets which we are now 
about to coitfer upon you.'' 

History^ 

Solomon h$d agreed with the king of Tyre, ia 
return for the materials taken from Mount Leba* 
non, and those drawn from the quarries of Tyre, 
made use of in constructing the temple (in part 
payment of which, he had already furnished him 
with a measure of oil,, honey and wheat) tio have 
given him a province in Galilea, of thirty citie^ 
immediately after the tempk was eompieted» 

A year had elapsed before thia was <;omplied 
with on the part of Sdomon ; and when Hiram 
went to visit this newly acquired territory, hit 
found the lands poor, the pe<^Ie rude, uncultivat- 
•d, and of bad joorals ; and that ibis keeping «l 
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it would be attended with more expense than pro- 
fit. He therefore went in person to Solomon^ to 
complain of the deceit. Being arri^^ed^ he made 
his entry through the guards in the court, and went 
hastily to the king's apartment. 

The countenance of the king of Tyre was so 
expressive of anger, as he entered, one of Solo- 
tton's favourites, named Joabert, perceived it, and,, 
apprehensive of the consequence, followed him to 
the door to listen. H. observing him, ran and 
jeized upon him, and delivered him into the custo* 
dy of the guards ; however, by the intercession of 
Solomon (who represented that Joabcrt was, of all 
those about the temple, most attached to him, and 
that his intentions could not have been evil) Hi- 
ram agreed to pardon him ; and before they part* 
ed, renewed their former friendship, and concluded 
H treaty of perpetual alliance, which waa signed 
by them, and ta which Joabert was Intimate Se^ 

cretary. 

This lodge is cloeed by S times 9* 



CHAPTER IV, 

QbsenMtion on the Degree of Provost and Judge;^ 

THIS lodge is adorned with red, and lighted by 
fiipe great lifbtf; om ki eaoh coFfter^and one ia th# 
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centre. The master is placed in the eftst^ under t^ 
blue canopy^ surrounded with stars^ and is styled^ 
Thrice Illustrious. He represents* Tito Prince 
Harodim^ the eldest of the P. M, and L S. first 
grand warden, and inspector of the three hundred 
architects ; whose office was,, to draw plans for 
the workmen. 

After the candidate is introduced in due forni)> 
the master thus addrsses him: 

^* Respectable Brother, 

'* It' gives me joy, that I am now about to re* 
eompense your zeal and attachment to the institu^ 
tion of masonry, by appointing you provost and 
judge, over all the workji of this lodge ;-and, as 
we are well assured of your prudence and discre* 
tion, we without the least hesitation entrust you 
with a most important secret. We expect yoa 
will do your duty in the degree to which you will 
BOW be elevated, as you have done in those al^ 
ready taken." 

He is then decorated with a goldeak«y suspend- 
ed by a red ribbon, and an apron with a pocket in^ 
its centre. 

The intention of Solomon in forming this degree^. 
was, to.strengtheathe means of preserving order 
among such a vast number of craftsmen^ Joabert^ . 
being honoured with the intimate confidence oTfaia^ 
fcing^ received . this new mark of dJatii 
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Solomon first created Tito Prince Harodinig 
Adoniram^ and Abda his father^ provosts and judg*« 
es^ and gave them orders 'to initiate Joabert, his 
favourite^ into the secret mysteries of this degree^ 
ind to give him the keys of ail the building. 
Lodge is closed by 4 and 1« 



CHAPTER V/ 

Observations on the Degree of Intendant of tftt 
Buildings, or Master in Israel* 

THIS lodge is decorated with red hangings^ and 
illuminated with twenty-seven lights, distributed 
by three times nine round the lodge. There must 
be also five other g^eat lights on the altar before 
the most puissant, who represents Solomon seated 
with a sceptre in his hcmd. 

The first warden, called inspector, represenlt 
the most illustrious Tito Harodim : second warden 
represents Adoniram, the son of Abda; all the rest 
are ranged angularly. The most puissant, and all 
the brethren, are decorated with a large red rib* 
bon, from the right shoulder to the left hip, to 
which is suspended a triangle fastened by a small 
green ribbon. On one side of the triangle are en^ 
graved the words, Benchorim,AchaTd,Jachmai; 
on the reverse, Judea, Ky, Jea. The aprons ar^ 
wbitej lined with red, and bordered with green i 
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in the centre^ a star^ with nine points^ above a bal* 
ance ; and on the flap a triangle^ with these let- 
ters) B. A. L on each angle# 

A candidate^ after being preyteusly prepared 
and having gone through the ceremonietj it thus 
addressed : 
'* My Brother, 

*' Solomon, willing to carry to the highest de» 

gree of perfection the work he had begun in Jeru- 

talero, found it necessary, from a cfrcumstianc^ 

with which you are acquainted, to employ the 

five chiefs of the five orders of architecture ; and 

gave command over them to Tito> Adoniram, and 

Abda his father; bemg well assured that their 

zeal and abilities would be exerted to the utmost^. 

in bringing to perfection so glorious a work. Id 

like manner, we expect you will do all that lies in 

your power to promote the grand design of naa- 

fonry,'* 

This lodge is closed by 5, 7 and 15» 

CHAPTER VI. 
Observations on the Degree of Elected KnigHtr, 

or Knights of the Ninth Arch ; cctlled a 

Chapter* 

THIS chapter represents the audience chambe^ 
of Solomon, and is to be decorated with white 
and red hangings— the red with white flamet«. 
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There are nine lights in the east^ and ^ight in 
Ihe west* The master represents Solomon, seat* 
cd in the east, with a table before him, covered 
m^ith Uack, and is styled. Most Potent. 
. There is only one warden, in the west, who 
represents Stockin, with seven brethern round him* 
All the brethren must be dressed in black, and their 
hats flapped, with a broad black ribbon from the 
left shoulder to the .light hip, on the lower part of 
which are nine red roses, four on each side, and one 
at the. bottom, to which is suspended a poinard* 
The aprons are white, lined with black, speckled 
with blood ; on theilapa bloody arm with a poi- 
aard, and on the area a bloody arm holding by the 
Jutir a bloody head. 

J^ear to the lodge is a small dark place, re* 
presenting a cavern, in which is placed a lamp^ 
H place representing a spring, with a bason 
to hold water, and a table, on which are laid a 
poinard, and a representation of a bloody head, as 
just severed from the body. Near the table a 
large stone to sit on, and below the lamp, in capi« 
tal.tetters, VENGEANCE. 

History of this Degree* 

la the reign of Solomon, several of the work- 
acien had been guilty of some crime of an enor- 
4MOU8 nature, and made their escape from Jerusa« 
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lem. A great asteilibly of matters had aat in coih 
aultation on the best means of discovering and apu 
prehending them. Their deliberations were inter* 
rupted by the entrance of a stranger^ who de«> 
manded to speak to the kiAg in private. Upon be* 
ing admitted, he acquainted Solomon that he bad 
discovered where Akirop, one of the traitors, lay 
concealed; and offered to conduct those whom 
the king should please to appoint, to go ^th him. 
This being communicated to the brethren, cme and 
all requested to be partakers in the vengeance due 
to the villain. Solomon checked their ardour, de* 
daring that only nine should undertake the task ; 
and to avoid giving any offence, ordered all their 
names to be put into an urn, and that the first 
sine that should be drawn, should be the persons 
to accompany the stranger. 

At break of day, Joabert, Stockin, and seven 
others, conducted by the stranger, travelled on« 
wards, through a dreaiy country. On the wayj 
Joabert found means to learn from the strangeri 
that the villain they were in quest of had hidden 
himself in a cavern not far from the place wiieri 
they then were ; he soon found the cavern, and 
entered it alone, where, by the light of the lamp, 
h€ didcoverad the villain asleep, with a poinard at 
hii Jeet inflamed at the sight, and ftctoated 1^ 
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kn impatient zeal^ he immediately seized th6 
poina;4j And stabbed bim^ first in the head^ and 
then in the heart : he had on^ time to cry^: f^etht 
geance is taken, and expired. When the ot^er 
eight arrived and had refreshed themselves at the 
spring, Joaberl severed the head fro^i the body^ 
and, taking it in one hand and his poinard in.ttm 
^ther, he, with his brethren, returned to Jcrusatem» 
Solomon wras at first very much ofiended, that Jo^ 
abert had put it out of his powder to take vengeance 
himself, in presence of, and as a warning to, the 
rest of the workmen to be faithful to their trust ; 
"but, by proper intercession, was again* reoonciled*: 

Joabert became highly favoured oriSoLomod^ 
who conferred upon him, and his eigbt compot 
«ions, the title of Elected. Knights* .r r 

The chapter is closed by eight and one». : . i 



CHAPTER VIL 



.J 



'Observations on the Degree of Elected ^ranJ^ 
Master, or Illustrious Elected ofPyteem.., ^ 

THIS lodge represents Solomon's apartmetof 
mnd is to be decorated in the same manner a^ thai 
x>f the Nine Elect* There are two wardens; the 
iaemor is called In^ctor. 

Aft 
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' This lodge should consist of only fifteen mem- 
bers ; but should there be more at a time of recep- 
tion, they must attend in the antichamber. 

The apron peculiar to this degree is white^ and 
bordered with black; and on the flap^ three beads 
OY spikes in form of a triangle ; the jewel is the 
tame as that of the Nine Electa only on that part 
of the black ribbon which crosses the breast^ ther« 
should be the same device a:s upon the aproa* 

History of this Degree* 

; About six months after the execution of the 
traitor mentioned in the preceding degree of 
fleeted knights, Bengabee, an intendant of Solo^ 
mon^ in thi^ country of Cbeth, which was tributary 
to him, caused diligent inquiry to be made if any 
person had lately taken shelter in those parts, 
who might be supposed to have fled from Jerusa- 
lem : he published at the same time a particular 
description of all those traitors who had made 
their escape: shortly after, he received informa- 
tion tnat several persons answering tiis descrip* 
tion'fiad liately arrived there, and, believing them- 
derives perfectly secure, had begun te work in the 
f odfry. of Bendaca. 

r As 4K>on as Solomon was made acquainted with 
this circumstance, he wrote to Maacha, king of 
£!heth^ to assist in appnehending them^ and jt# 



FABEMASON'S MONITOR. ft79 

ffiuse them to be delivered to persons that he 
should appoint^ to secure them^ and have th^m 
brought to Jerusalem^ to receive the punishment 
due to their critiies. 

. Solomon then elected ftfteen roasters, in whom 
he could place the highest confidence^ find among 
whom were those who had been in the cavern^ 
and sent them in quest of the villains, and gave 
them an escort of troops. Five days were spent 
in the search, when TerbaJ, who bore Solomon'9 
letter to Moriha and Eleham^ discovered them, 
cutting stone in the quarry; they immediately 
seized them and bound them in chains. Whea 
they arrived at Jerusalem^ they were imprisoned 
in the tower of Achizer,. and the next moaning a 
puishment was inflicted aa them adequate ta 
their crimes. 

Lodge 18 closed by 3 times §»^ 



CHAPTER VHP. 

Illustrious Knights, or Svhlme Knights Elected* 

THIS lodge IS called a grand chapter ; Solomon 
presides^ and of course is to be decorated with a 
sceptre. In place of two wardens, there are a 
grand, inspector, and grand master of ceremonies.. 
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The jewel worn in this lodge is a sword, ihr 
tended to represent a sword of justice, hung to a 
large black ribbon; on the part crossing the breast^ 
must be an inflamed heart ; which is dso to be 
painted on the flap of the aprom The chapter it 
illaminated by twelve lights* 

History cf this Degree^ 

After vengeance had been fully taken on the 
traitors mentioned in the foregoing degrees, SoIo« 
inoa instituted this, both as a reward for the zeal 
and integrity of the grand masters elect of fifteen^ 
snd also by tbeir preferment to make room foi 
raising other worthy brethren from the lower de» 
grees to that of grand master elect of fifteen. He 
accordingly appointed twelve of the fifteen, chos- 
•n by ballot, to constitute a grand chapter of il- 
lustrious knights, and gave them command over 
the twelve tribes* He expressed a particular re. 
gard for this order, and shewed them the precious 
things in the tabernacle. 

Here follow the names of the twelve illustrious 
knights, with the tribes over which they respec- 
tively presided: 

!• Joabert, who presided aver the tribe 

of Judah. • / 

2, Stockin, • • • • • Benjamin^ 

3. Terrey, .... . SimeoaA 



4. Morphey, • • « ♦ • Ephraim; 
5; Alycubeo • • • • Manasaehv 

6. Dorsoiiy 4 » ^ m ^ Zebulufir^ 

7. Kerim^ • • • • • Dkxir 

8. Berthemar, . . » • Asher. 

9. Tito, ...... Naphtali;. 

10. Terbal, . • . • . . Reuben, 

11. Benachard,. .... Issacbar. 

12. Taber, Gad. 

The illustrious knights gave an account to Solo- 
ion, every day, of the work that was done in the 
jmple, by their respective tribes, and received 
heir pay. 

This chapter is closed by 12. 



CHAPTER IX.- 

observations on the Degree of Grand Master 

Architects* 

THIS chapter is painted white, with red flames; 

f which is signified the purity of heart and zeali 

lat should be the characteristic of every grand 

laster architect. It must have in it a delineation' 

fthe five orders of architecture ; together with a 

^presentation of the north star, with seven small 

:ars round it, which signify, that as the north 

ar is a guide to mariners,. so ought virtue to bo 

A as 
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the guide of grand rqast^r ^rcbitects. The jewel 
is a gold meda]> on both, sides of which are en- 
graved the five orders of architecture^ suspended 
by a broad^ dark^ stone-coloured ribbon^ from the 
lefl shoulder to the right hip. 

Every grand master architect must be furnish^ 
cd with a case of mathematical instruments. 

Address to. a Candidate on his Admission to this 

Degree, 

** Brother, 

•' I have elevated 3POU to thi^ degree from an ex-^ 
pectation that you will so apply yourself to geome- 
try, to which you are now devoted, as^ will pro- 
cure you knowledge sufficient to lake away the 
veil from before your eyes, which yet remain* 
there, and enable you to arrive at the perfect aud^ 
f ublime degrees 



n' 



History* 

Solomon established this degree with a view o^ 
forming a school of architecture, for the instruc* 
tion of the brethren employed in the temple of 
God, and animating them to arrive at perfection 
in the rbyal art. He was a prince equally famed 
for his justice, as for his wisdom and foresight ; 
he was therefore desirous of rewarding the talentt» 
and virtues of the faithful^ in order to make tfaem 
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perfect, and fit to approach the throne of Gorf. 
He accordingly cast his eyes upon the chiefs of 
the twelve tribes, as persons extremely proper to 
fulfil the promise made to Enoch, to Moses,, and ta 
David, that with great zeal, ki fulness of time^p 
tiie bowels of the earth should be penetrated*. 
This chapter is closed by 1 and 2*. 



CHAPTER X^ 

ObservatioTis on the Degree of Knights ofthm 

Ninth Arch* 

TO form a lodge of this degree, five persons at- 
kast must be present. 

1st, The most potent grand master, represent- 
ing Solomon^ in the east,^ seated in a chair of state^ 
under a rich canopy, with a crown on his head, 
and a sceptre in his hand. He is dressed in royat 
rpbes of yellow, and an ermined vestment of blue 
satin, reaching to the elbows ;- a broad purple rib* 
bon from the right shoulder to the left hip, ta 
which is hung a triangle of gold. 

2d. The grand warden, representing the king^ 
of Tyre, on^ his left hand, seated as a stranger^ 
clothed in a purple robe and a yellow vestmelit. 

3d. The grand inspector, representing G— ^10 
Ibe west^ wifth » drawn sword in his haixk 
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4th. The grand ttcaaurcr, repwsenting- Joa^- 
ffert, in the north, with a golden key to his fifth 
huttonhdic,, and upon it the letters L V. I; L. Jtt* 
vents verbum intre Leonis. 
' 5* The grand' secretary^ representing Stocking 
in the south; 

The four last mentioned'officers tobe ornament- 
ed with the same ribbon and jewel as the M. P.* 
and to sit covered. The three last to have robes^ 
of blue without vestments. 

No person can be admitted to this degree with- 
out having previously taken, all the preceding de'- 
grees. 

History and Charge of this Degree. 

^ My Worthy Brother,, 

*'It is my intention at this time to give you a 
clearer account than you have yet been acquaint^ 
ed with, of masonry; of which at present yo\i 
barely know the elements. 

In doing this it will be necessary- to explain to 
you some circumstances of very renoote antiquity. 

Enoch, the son of Jared, was the sixth son in 
descent from Adam>^and lived in the fear and love 
of his Maker. 

Enoch, being inspired by the Most Hi^, and ia 
«ommemoration of a wonderful vision, built a 
temple \wdeF ground^ , and dedicated the same t€» 
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Crodr Methuselah^ the son of Enochs coastructed 
the buildings without beiog acquainted with bis 
father's motives. 

This happened in that part of the world which 
was afterwards called the land of Canaan^ and 
tince known by the name of the Holy Land. 

Enoch caused a triangular plate of gc^d to be 
made^ each side of which was a cubit long ; he 
enriched it with the most precious stones^ and en* 
crusted the plate upon a stone of agate^ of the 
same form. He then engraved upon it the ineffa- 
ble characters^ and placed it on a triangular pe- 
destal of white marble^i which he deposited in the 
deepest arch. 

When Enoch's temple was completed^he made 
e door of stone^ and put a ring of iron therein^ by 
which it might be occasionally raised ; and placed 
it over the opening of the arch^ that the matters 
enclosed therein might be preserved from the unU 
versal destruction impending. And none but 
Enoch knew of the treasure which the arches con* 
tained. 

And^ behold^ the wickedness of mankind in* 
creased more^ and became grievous in the sight of 
the Lord^ and God threatened to destroy the 
whole world. Enochs perceiving that the know-* 
(edge of the arts was likely to be lost in the gene- 
ral destruction^ and being desirous of preserving 
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the principles of the sciences, for the posterity ct 
those whom God should be pleased to ^pare, bnSf 
two great pillars on the top of the highest moun- 
tain, the one of brass, to withstand water, the other 
of marble, to withstand fire ; and he engraved on 
the marble pillar, hieroglyphics, signifying thai 
there was a most precious treasure concealed in 
the arches under ground, which he had dedicated 
to God. And he engraved on the pillar of brass 
the principles of the liberal arts, particularly- of 
masonry. 

Methuselah was the father of Lamecb^ who 
was the father of Noah, who was a pious and 
good man, and beloved by God. And the Lord 
spake unto Noah, saying,, ^' Behold, I will punish 
the sins of mankind with a general deluge; there* 
fore build an ark, capable of containing thyself and 
feimily, as also a pair of every living creature upon 
tarth, and those only shall be saved from the ge* 
Beral destruction which I am about to inflict for 
the iniquities of the people." 

And God gave unto Noah a plan by which tht 
ark was to be coinstructed* Noah was one hun- 
dred years in building the ark ;. he was six huuf 
dred years old when it was finished, and his son 
Seth was ninety-nine* His father Lamech had 
died a short time before, aged 777 years. There 
lyas not at thi^ time any of the ancient patriarch! 
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Gvingy-Save Methuselah the grandfather of Noab^ 
who was about QtHQ years oldj and it is supposed 
that he perished in the general ruin. 

The ark being finished^ Noah^ agreeable to the 
instructions he had received from the Most High^ 
went into it with his family^ and took with him 
such things as he was commanded. 

The flood took place in the year of the world 
1656^ and destroyed most of the superb monu. 
ments of antiquity. The marble pillar of Enoch 
fell in the general destruction ; but, by divine per- 
mission, the pillar of brass withstood the water 
by which means the ancient state of the liberal 
arts, and particularly masonry, has been handed 
jdown to us. 

We learn from holy writ, 4he history of succeed* 
Ing times, till. the Israelites became slaves to the 
Egyptians ; from which bondage they were freed 
under the conduct of Moses. The same sacred 
book informs us that Moses was beloved of God^ 
dnd -that the Most High -spoke to him on Mount 
Smai. To Moses God communicated his divine 
law, written on tables of stone ; with many pro- 
mises of a renewed alliance. He also gave him 
the true pronunciation of his sacred name : and 
God gave a strict command unto Moses, that no 
one should pronounce it; so that in process of time 
Uie true pronimciation was lost. 



, The same diviae history particularly iAforms ttl 
of the different movements of the Itraelitesj untii 
they became possessed of the land of promise, and 
of the succeeding events until the Divine Provi- 
dence was pleased to give the sceptre to David | 
who, though fully determined to build a temple ta 
the Most High^ could never begin it; that honout 
being reserved for his son. 
• Solomon, being the wisest of princes^ had fully 
In remembrance the promises of God to Moses^ 
that some of his successors, in Adness of time> 
should discover his holy name ; and his wisdom 
inspired him to believe, that this could not be ac« 
complished until he had erected and consecrated a 
temple to the living God, in which he might depo^ 
«it the precious treasures. 

Accordingly, Solomon began to build, in the 
fburth year of his t^ign, agreeably to a plan given 
to him by David his father, upon the ark of alii* 
anae. 

He chose a spot for this purpose, the most beau* 
tiful and healthy in all Jerusalem. 

The number of the grand and sublime elected, 
were at first three, and now consisted of five ) 
find continued so untii the temple was completed 
find dedicated ; when king Solomon, as a reward 
for their faithful services, admitted to this degree 
the twelve grand masters, who bad faithfully pre^ 
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iided ov^ the twelve tribes; also one other grand 
master architect. Nine ancient grand masters^ 
tminent. for their virtue, were cbosen knights of 
the roy-al arch, and shortly afterwards were ad* 
mitted'to the sublime degree of .perfection. 

You have been informed in what manner the 
number of the grand elect was augmented to twen* 
ly-seven, which is the cube of three : they consist- 
ed of two kings, three knights of the royal arch, 
twelve commanders of the twelve tribes, nine 
elected grand laasteri^, and one grand master ar- 
chitect. 

This lodge is closed by the mysftrious aamber. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Perfection, or XSrand Elect, Perfect and Sublime 

MasoU^ 

THE lodge of perfection, or idtirtmte degree of 
ancient masonry, should represent a "subterraneous 
yault, painted red, and adorned with many co« 
lours, and columns of a flame colour. Behind the 
master must be a light to shine through a triangu* 
lar sun ; and before him there must be a pedestal 
•appearing to be broken. There ougfat to be seve- 
ral other lights, arranged numerically, according 
to the different stages of masonry* 

B h 
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The most perfect, grand elect and suUime nmt* 
ter, in this degree, is to represent Sdomon, seated 
in the east, dressed in royal robes, and having a 
crown and sceptre placed on a pedestal foe- 
fore him* The two grand wardens are seated in 
the west. On the right hand oi the most perfect 
aits the grand treasurer, having a table before bim, 
upon which must be placed some perfumes, with a 
ftmall silver hod, and b trowel of gold. On his 
left hand sits the grand secretary, with a table al- 
so before him, on which must be seven loaves of 
shew bread, with a cup of red wine for libation, 
end also jewels for the candidates at Iheir recep- 
tion. 

The jewels appertaining to this degree are a 
crowned compass, extended to ninety degrees; 
or, a quadrant, a sun in the centre ; and on the 
reverse, a blazing star, enclosing a triangle, hung 
to a broad flame coloured ribbon, of a triangular 
form, round the neck ; and also, a gold ring with 
this motto, ^< Virtue unites what death cannot 
part.'* 

The apron must be flamed with red, a blue rib* 
bon round the edge, and the jewel painted on the 
flap. The brethren must be dressed in black, wtfh 
iswords in their hands. 
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Prayer at Opening. 
Almighty and- Sovereign Architect of Heavea 
and Earthy who by tliy divine power dost ulti* 
majtely searoh the most secret recesses of thought ; 
purify our hearts by the sacred fire of thy love i 
guide us by thine unerring hand^ in the path of 
inrtue^ and cast out of thy adorable sanctuary all 
impiety andperverseness ;i we beseech thee that 
auv .Aottghlt may be engaged in the grand work 
o£ ouc petfection, which, when attained^ will be 
fiDf ample: reward for our labour ; let peace and 
cfai|ri^ Vaak us together io; a pleasing union, and 
may. tUia io^ge exhibit a^firiot resemblance of that 
bappincte wMcfa the elect will enjoy in thy king* 
dom. Give us a spirit of holy discrimination,, by 
which we may be able to refuse the evil and 
choose the good ; and also that we may not be 
led astray by those who unworthily assume the 
character of the grand elect. Finally, be pleased 
to grant, that all our proceedings may tend to thy 
glory, and oar advancement in righteousness* 
Bless us and prosper our works, O Lord ! Amen*. 

When a candidate is introduced^ after certain 
solemn forms,, the master of the ceremonies says,. 
¥l impress you, my brother, with an ardent zeal 
for the honour of the Grand Architect of the Uni^^ 
i^esse^;, to^ the end that you may live always iia 
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his adorable presence with a heart disposed toeTt* 
ry thing that is pleasing to him/' 

The most perfect then presents the candidate 
with the bread and wine^ sayings ''Eat of this 
bread with me^ and drink ef the same cup^ that 
we mty learn thereby to succour each other in 
time of need by a mutual love^ and participation 
ef what we possess*"^ He then prasentt to hhn a 
gold ring, sayings ''Receive thisjringj and let it 
be remembered by you ajs a symbol of the alliance 
you have now contracted with virtue andthevu> 
tuous. You are never, my dear brother, to part 
with it whilst you live ; nor to bequeath it at 
your death, except to your wife, your eldest son, 
or your nearest friend.'* 

When this part of the ceremony is ended, the 
brethrea make a libation, according to ancient 
linage. 

The most perfect then decorates the candidate 
according to the ornaments of the order, saying, 
" I now with the greatest pleasure sakite you, 
my brother, as a grand elect) perfect and sublime 
mason, which title I now confer on you, and 
grace you with the symbols thereofl Receive this 
ribbon, the triangul^^r figure of which is emblem* 
atical of the divine triangle. Tlie crown upon 
your jewel is a symbol of the royal origin of this 
4egree« The cojupass^, extended to uinety. dt« 
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gtees, denotes the extensive knowledge of the 

grand elect. These jewels^ suspended o» your 

breast, should make you attentive to your duty 

and station.'* 

Charge, 

Thus, my venerable brother^ by your unblama* 
Ue conduct, assiduity, constancy and integrity, 
you have at last attained the title of grand elect, 
perfect and sublfme mason, which is the summit 
of ancient masonry, and upon your ariwal to 
which, I most sincerely congratulate youi 

I must earnestly recommend to you the strictest 
eare and circumspection in all your conduct, that 
the sublime mysteries of this degree be not pro« 
faned or disgraced. 

As to what remains of completing your know- 
kdge in the ancient state of masonry, you will 
find it by attending to the following 

History. 

When the temple of Jierusalem was finished, 
Ihe masons who were employed in constructing 
that stately edifice, acquired immortal honour* 
Their order became more uniformly ettaUished 
and regidatedthan it had been before. Their de-, 
licacy io' admitting new members of their order, 
brought it to a degree of respect.; as the merit 
of the candidate was the only thing they then 

B b 2 
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paid attention to. With these principles unfilled 
into their mindsj manj of fhe grand elect left the 
temple after its dedication^ and dispersed them* 
selves among the neighbouring kingdoms, mstmcl* 
ing all who applied, and were found worthy, is 
the sublime degrees of ancient craft nuMonry* 

The temple was finished in the year of the 
yrorld 3000* 

Thus for th0 wise king of Israel behaved worthji 
of bmiself, and gatued universal adminrtion ; but, 
in process of time^ when he had advanced in years^ 
his understanding became impaired ; lie grew <feaf 
to the voice of the Lord, and was strangely irre* 
gular in his eonductw Proud of having erected an 
edifice to his Maker, and much intoxicated with 
bis great power, he plunged mto aU manner of Ih^ 
^entiousness and debauchery, and profaned the 
temple, by offering that incense to the idc^ Mo» 
toch, which only should have been offered to the 
living God.. 

, The grand tlett and perfect masens saw Ais, 
fttd were sorely grieved ;. being £sariul tiiat Us 
tpottacy would end in some dreadful conseqoenccs^^ 
iand perhaps bring upoil them their enemiis^ whfoai 
€olonu>n had vainly and vnantonly defied. Tht 
people, copying, the follies and vmsof llieir \fmi^ 
kecame proud and idolatrous, negkoting the tarn 
worship of (Sod ibf (hat of idoisr 
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Aar ftn adequate pimisbment for this dtffe^tion^ 
God inspired the heart of Nebuchadnezzar^ king of 
Bahylon^ to take vengeance on the kingdom of 
Israel* Thi9 prince sent an armyj with Nebu2arar 
dan^ captain of the guards, who entered Judah 
With fire and sword, took and sacked the city of 
Jerusalem, razed its walls, and destroyed that su« 
perb model of excellence, the temple. The peo- 
ple were carried captive to Babylon, and the con* 
querors carried with them all the vessels of gold 
and silver, &c. This happened 470 years, d 
months and 10 days after its dedication* 

When the time arrived that the christian prince9' 
entered into a league to free the holy land from 
the oppression of the infidels, the good and rirtu* 
. ous masons, anxious for so pious an undertaking, 
voluntarily ofiered their services to the confede- 
rates, on condition that they should have a chief 
of their own election, which was granted ; accord* 
ingly they accepted their standard and departed. 

The valour and fortitude of those elected knight» 
iwras such, that they were admired by, and took the 
lead of, all the princes of Jerusalem, who, believ* 
ing that their mysteries inspired them with cou* 
v»ge and fidelity to the cause of virtue and reit^ 
gion, became desirous of being initiated ; upon be* 
ing found Vorthy their desires were complieif 
wUb^ and thus tiie royal art^ meeting the approb^^ 
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lion of great and good men, became popular 9ni 
lM>nourabley and was diffused to the worthy^ 
throughout their various dominions, and has con- 
tmued to spread, far and wide, through a succei* 
iion of ages, to the present day. 
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CHAPTER L 

General Remarks^ 

A 6RANI> Lodge consists of the master and 
wardens of all the regular lodges of master ma« 
$ou8, within its jurisdiction^ with the Grand Mas* 
ter at their head^ the Deputy Grand Master on 
his left|^ and the Grand Wardens and Deacons in 
their proper places ; attended also by the Grand 
Secretary,Grand Treasurer, Grand Chaplain, Grand 
Sw€nxl Bearer^ Grand Marshal, and also the Past 
Grand and Depuiy Grand Makers, and Past Maa» 
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ters of regular lodges while members of a lodga 
within the jurisdiction. 

In England^ until the year 1717, a sufficient 
cumber of masons, met together, had ample powv 
er to make masons, and discharge every duty of 
masonry, by inherent privileges, vested in the fra* 
ternity at large, without a warrant of constitution* 
But at the meeting of the Grand Lodge of En* 
gland on St. John the Baptist's day in that year^ 
the following regulation was adopted : 

** The privilege of assembling as masons, which 
has hitherto been unlimited, shall be vested ia cer- 
tain lodgev of masons^ convened in certain places^ 
and every lodge hereafter convened, shall be le« 
gaily authorised to act by a warrant from thi 
Grand Master for the time being, granted to cer« 
tain individuals by petition, with the consent and 
approbation of the Grand Lodge in communica* 
tipn; and without such warranty no lodge shall 
hereafter be deemed regular or constitutional..'' 



CHAPTER IL 

* 

Commencement qf Masonry in America* 

FREEMASONS' lodges in America are of re-^ 
cent date. Upon application of a number of bre« 
tkren residing in Boston^ a warrant was grantii^ 
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hy the right honourable and most worshipful An* 
thony. Lord Viscount Montague, grand master of 
masons in England, dated the 30th of April, 1733, 
"^ppcnnting the right worshipful Henry Price grand 
master in North America, with full power and au- 
fhorify to appoint his deputy, and other masonic 
officers necessary for forming a grand lodge; and 
also to constitute lodges of free and accepted ma- 
sons, as often as occasion should require. 

In consequence of this commission, the grand 

master opened' a grand lodge in Boston,* on the 
30th of July, 1733, in due form, and appointed the 

right worshipful Andrew Belcher deputy grand 
master, the worshipful Thomas Kennelly and John 
Quaiin, grand wardens. 

The grand lodge, being thus organized, under 
the designation -of St. John^s "Grand Lodge, pro- 
ceeded to grant warrants for instituting regular 
lodges in various parts of Ameriea ; afid from this 
grand lodge, originated the first lodges in Massa- 
chusetts, New-Hampshire, Rhode*Island, Connec- 
ticut, ISewJersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Vir^ 
gtniiBt, North^Carolina, South-Carolina, Barbaddes> 
Antigua, Newfoundland, Louisburgh, Nova-Scotia^ 
Quebec, Surmam and St. Christopher's. 

^; « SoometitneB cnUed "The Grand Lod^ of Modern^ Mo-^ 
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Jn 1775, hostilities' commenced between Opetl* 
Britain and America. Boston became a garrison^ 
and was abandoned by many of its former inha- 
bitants. The regular meetings of the grand lodg- 
es were terminated^ and the brethren of Su 
John's Grand Lodge held no assembly until after 
the re-establishment of peace. 

There was at that time also a grand lodge hold* 
en at Boston^ upon the ancient establishment^ un- 
der the designation of '^ The Massachusetts Grand 
Lodge y^^ which originated as follows : 

in 1755> a number of brethren residing in Bos- 
ton, who were ancient masons, in consequence of 
ft petition to the grand lodge of Scotland, reeelved 
a deputation, dated Nov. 30th, 175i7from'Sholto 
Charles Douglas, Lord AherAour, then grdiid 
master^ constituting them a regular lodge, under 
the title oi St. Jndrew^s JLodge, No^ 82, 4o be 
holden at Bostoa* 

This establishment was discouraged and oppos- 
ed by the St. John's grand lodge, who thought 
their privileges infringed by the grand lodge of 
Scotland ; they therefore refused to ha^e aqy in- 
tercourse with St. Andrew^s iodge^ for ^veral 
years. 

The prosperous* state of St. Andrew's lodge 
soon led 4ts members to make great exertions for 
the establishment of an ancient grand lodge kk 



-America J which was soon effected in Boston^ by 
the assistance of travelling lodges^ belonging to 
^he British army, who were stationed there, 

Dec. 27, 1769. The festival of the Evangelist 
"was celebrated in due form. When the brethren 
were assemblcd> a commission from the right ho- 
nourable and most worshipful George, E^rl of 
Dalhouse, grand master of masons in Scotland^ 
dated the 60th of May, 1760, appointing Joseph 
Warren to be grand master of masons in 8oston> 
ismd within one hundred miles of the same, was 
"read, and he was, according to ancient usage, du* 
ly installed into that oflSce. The grand master 
then appointed and installed the other grand offi- 
cers, and the grand lodge was at this time com- 
^pletely organized. 

Between this period and the year 17D1, this 
grand lodge granted warrants of constitution for 
lodges to be holden in Massachusetts, New-Hamp- 
shire, Connecticut, Vermont and New- York. 

In the year 1773, a commission was received 
from the right honourable and most worshipful 
Patrick, Earl of Dumfries, grand master of ma* 
sons in Scotland) dated March 3, 1772> appoint^ 
ing the right worshipful Joseph Warren, Esq% 
grand master of masons for the Continent x^ 
America. 



C c 
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In 1775, the meetings of the grand lodge were 
suspended^ by the town of Boston becoming a gar* 
rifion. -^ 

At the battle of Bunker's hill, on the 1 7th of 
June, this year, masonry and the grand lodge met 
tvith a heavy loss, ki the death of grand mas- 
ter Warren, who was slain contending for the li- 
berties of his country. 

Soon after the evacuation of Boston by the Bri- 
tish army, and previous to any regular communi' 
cation, the brethren, influenced by a pious regard 
to the memory of the late grand master, were in- 
duced to search for his body, which had been 
rudely and indiscriminately buried in the field pf 
slaughter. They accordingly repaired to the place, 
and, by direction of a person who was on the 
ground at the time of his burial, a spot was found 
where the earth had been recently turned up. 
Upon removing the turf, and openmg the grave, 
which was on the brow of a hill, and adjacent to 
a small cluster of sprigs, the remains were disco* 
vered, in a mangled condition, but were easily as- 
certained ;* and, being decently raised, were 
conveyed to the state-house in Boston; from whence, 
by a large and respectable number of brethren, 
with the late grand officers, attending in procet* 

* By an aitificial tooth. 
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fiion, Aey were carried to the Stone Chapel, where 
an animated eulogium was delivered by brother 
Perez Morton. The body was then deposited in 
the silent vault, *' without a sculptured stone to 
mark the spot ; but^ as the whole earth is the se- 
pulchre of illustrious men, his fame, his gloriou^s 
actions, are engraven on the tablet of universal re^ 
membrancej and will survive marble monuments, 
or local inscriptions.*' 

1777, March 8. The brethren, who had been 
dispersed in consequence of the war, being now 
generally collected, they assembled to take into 
consideration the state of masonry. Being de* 
prived of their chief by the melancholy death of 
their grand master, as before mentioned, after due 
consideration, they proceeded to the formation of 
a grand lodge, and elected and installed the most 
worshipful Joseph Webb, their grand master. 

1 783, January 3. A committee was appoint- 
ed to draught resolutions explanatory of the pow- 
er and authority of this grand lodge. On the 24th 
of June following, the committee reported as to\r 
lows, V iz. 

'* Thfi committee appointed to take into consi- 
deration the conduct of those brethren who assume 
the powers and prerogatives of a grand lodge, on 
the ancient establishment in this place, and ex- 
amine the extent of their authority and jurisflO 
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tion, together with the powers of .any other mk 
cient masonic insUtution within the same^ beg 
leave to report the result of their examination^ 
founded on the following facts: viz» 

" That the commission from the grand lodge ,of 
Scotland^ granted to our late grand master Joseph 
Warren^ Esq. having died with him^ and of coursf 
his deputy^ whose appointment was derived from 
his nomination^ being no longer in existence^ they 
•aw themselvf^s without a hcad^ and without a 
single grand ollicer; and of consequence it was 
cvidentj that not only the grand lodge^ but all Ihf 
particular lodges under its jurisdiction^ must cease 
to assemble, the brethren be dispersed, the penny- 
less go unassisted, the craft languish, and ancieni 
masonry be extinct m this part of the world. 

*^ That in consequence of a summons from the 
former grand officers to the masters and wardens 
of all the regular constituted lodges, a grand com- 
munication waa held, to consult and advise on 
some means to preserve the intercourse of the 
brethren. 

• " That the political head of this country having 
destroyed all connection and correspondence be- 
tween the subjects of these states and the country 
from which the grand lodge originally derived its 
commissioned authority, and the principles of the 
cvaft inculcating on its professors submissicux t% 
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the commands of the civil authority of the coun- 
try they reside in ; the brethren did assume an 
elective supremacy, and under it chose a grand 
master and grand officers, and. erected a grand 
lodge, with independent powers and prerogatives, 
to. be exercised however on principles consistent 
with and subordinate to the regulations pointe4 
out in the constitutions of ancieat masonry. 

<^ That the reputation and utility of the craft, 
^nder their jurisdiction, has been most extensively 
diffused, by the flourishing state of fourteen lodges 
ponstituted by their authority, within a shorter pe- 
rtod than that in which tJn^e only received dispen- 
sations under the fornaer grand lodge. 

" That in the history of our craft we find, that 
in England there are two grand lodges indepen* 
dent of each other ; in Scotland the sa>me ;; and 
in Ireland their grand lodge and grand master are 
independent either of England or Scotland. It is 
dear that the authority of some of their grand 
lodges originated in assumption; or, otherwise^ 
they would acknowledge the bead from whence 
they derived^ 

" Your committee are therefore of opinion, that 
the doings of the present grand lodge were dictat- 
ed by principles of the clearest necessity, founded 
in t^e highest reason, and warranted by prece* 
dents of the most approved authority," 

C c a 
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This report was accepted, and correspooding 
solutions entered into by the grand lodge, and re« 
torded, 

1791) Dec* 5. A committee was appointed, 
agreeably to a vote of the second of March, 1707^ 
« to confer with the officers of St. John's grand 
lodge upon the subject of a complete masonic 
union throughoulithis commonwealth,^ 

On the 6th of March, 1792, the committee 
brought in their report, and presented a copy of 
the laws and constitution for associating and unit^ 
ing the two, grand lodges, as agreed to by St» 
John^s grand lodge, which, being read and delib^ 
rately considered, was unanimously approved of* 

June 19, 1792. The officers and members of 
the two grand lodges met in conjunction, agreeat 
bly to previous arrangements, and 'installed the 
most worshipful John Cutler, grand master ; and 
resolved, ''that this grarKi lodge, organized af 
aforesaid, shall forever hereiafler be known by the 
name of The Grand Lodge of the Most j4ncien$ 
and Honourahle Society of F*ree and Accepted 
Masons for the Cotnmowwealth of Massaeku^ 
setts.'' 

In addition to the powers vested by cl^^rter in 
the two grand lodges before mentioned, for insti- 
luting subordinate lodges, the grand lodge of 
Kngland appointed provinoicd grand masters^ m 
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several of the states, and invested ihetn also ^itb 
authority to grant warrants for holding lodges. 

The revolution, which separated the American 
States from the government of the ntother coun-^ 
try, also exonerated the American Lodges from 
their allegiance to foreign grand lodges ; because 
the principles of masonry inculcate obedience tcy 
the governments under which we live. The 
lodges, in the several states, therefore, after the 
termination of the war^ resorted to the proper 
and necessary means of forming and establishing: 
independent grand lodges, for the government of 
the fraternity in their respective jurisdictions^ 



CHAPTER III. 

Grand Lodge qf New-Hampshire^ 

THE Grand Lodge of New-Hampshire was ffrst 
formed the 8th of July, A. L. 6789. A number 
of lodges in this state had received warrants from" 
Massachusetts, which united iii the establishmeat 
of this grand lodge, and came under its jurisdic- 
tion. Its meetings are holden at Portsmouth, ii» 
January, April, July and October. 

Grand Officers elected in October, A. D. 1804r 
M. W. Thomas Thompson, grand master. 
R» W* Clement Storer^ deputy grand master^ 



W. Edward S. Long, junior grand warden* 
W. John M'Clintock^ senior grand warden. 
\y. Ljman Spalding, grand secretary* 

List of Subordinate Lodges^ 

St. John's Lodge, No. i, Uuioa Lodge,No. 10, Harcr* 

Portsmouth. hill. 

Colmnbian Lodge, No. q, Blazmg Star Lodge, N^. 119 

. Nottiu^am. Concord. 

Rising Sun Lodge, No. 3, Fakhful Lodge, No. 12> 

Kecuc. Charlcstown. 

Jerusalem Lodge, No. 4, Wai- Washington Lodge, No. 13, 

pole and Westmoreland. £xeter. 

Frauklin Lodge, No. 6,^ Ha- King Solomon^a Lodge, Nff. 

nover. 14, New-London. 

Benevolent Lodge, No. 7, Am* Monut Vernon Lodge, No"* 

herst. 15, Washington. • 

Kprth Star Lodge, No. 8, Olire Branch Lodge, No. l6^ 

LancaRter. Plymouth. 

Hiram Lodge, No. g-, Clare^- Morning Star Lodge, No. 1Z» 

mont. MouttOBboroiigh. 



CHAPTER IV. 

ft 

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts* 

, THE first grand lodge in America was holdeit 
it Boston, on the 30th July^ A. D. 1733^ known 
by the name of SU Johiti% Grand Lodge, and de- 
scended from the grand master of England. 

The Massachusetts Grand Lodge (also holdca 
at Boston) was first established on the 27ib Dec* 
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iUD. 1769, and d^gc ended from the grand mas^ 
ter of Scotland. 

On the 19th of June^ A.D.17d2> a grand masonic 
union was formed by the two grand lodges ; and 
all distinctions between ancient and modern mcr 
sons abolished. 

Grand Officers elected in December, 5804. 

M. W. Isaiah Thomas, Esq. grand master. 
R. W. Simon Elliot, Esq. deputy grand master. 
W. John Proctor, grand secretary. 

List of Subordinate Lodges. 



St. John^s Lodge, Boston. Columbiau, 

Kisiiig States, do. Evening Star, 

Portland) Portland. Cincinoatiis, 

Tyriaii, Gloucester. King Hiram's, 

Hassachnsetts, Bofiton, Washington, 

St. Poter'a, Newbury port. Keun^bec, 

Trinity, I^ncaster. Fayet(«, 

Warren, . ; Machias. Harmony, 

Unity, Ipswicli. Union, 

King Solomon'SjCharlcstown. Thomas, 

Friendship, Williamstown. Bristol, 



Salem. Jerusalem, 

Wiscasset. St. Paurs, 

Hanover. Fellowship, 

Blanford. Corinthian, 

Worcester. Montg^omery, 

Penobscot. Olire-Branch, 

Cheshire. Meridian Sao. 

Greenfield. Adams, 



Essex, 

IJncoln, 

Old Colony, 

Federal, 

Morning Star, 

Hancock, 

Franklin,. 

Republican, 

Itfiddlesexji Framinghaift. Uirawy 



Bostom- 

Lenox. 

N.Marlborg. 

TruiX. 

Koxburyv 

Hallo>»'el. 

Cbarlestown. 

Northfield. 

JDorcbcster. 

Monson. 

Norton, 

South Hadley. 

Grotofi. 

4 

Bridgewftter. 

Concord. 

Frankltn; 

Oxford) 

t 

Brookfield. 
Well6eet. 
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Meridian, WatertOAvn. United, Topsliajllv 

King Solomon's Lodge of Per- Unioa, No. 5^ N antockef. 

fection, Holmes' Hole. American Union, Marietta. 

Mount Moriah, Reading. Constellation, Dedham. 

Maine, Falmouth. Charity Mendoil. 

Social, Ashby. Cincinnatui^ G*t Barringtoo. 

Eastern Star, Rehoboth. Cumberland, New»GloucfS^ 

Philanthropic, Marblehead. ter. 

Tuscan, Columbia. Harris, Athol. 

K.David's, Taunton. Hancock, Castine. 

Rising Star, Stougbton. Forefathers^ Roek,Pl%mouth. 

Mount Zion's, Hardwich. Jerusalem, South Hadley. 

fraternal, Barnstable. Merrimack, Hayerbill. 

Mount Lebanon, Boston. Pythagorean, Fryebiirg. 

Pacific, Sunderland. Rising Virtue, Hampden. 

Auvora, Leominster, St. John's, N cwburyport*^ 

Eastern, Eastport. St Mark's, do. 

8t.Johu'8, Demcrara (W.Iud.) Sheffield, ShefBeldr 

Amity, Cambden. Saco, Pepperelborough. 

Rural, Randolph. Wisdom, West Stockbridge. 

Sumncr'9, Denr.is. Washington Rememberf^ 

Sincerity, Patridgefield. New Bedford. 
Corner Stone, Duxbury. 



CHAPTER V. 
Grand Lodge of Rhode-Island* 

THE Grand Lodge of Rhode-Island was organiz- 
ed on the 26th of June, A. L. 6791, agreeably to 
a plan previously proposed and adopted by St. 
Jobq*< lodge^^ No. 1^ of Newport, and St* Jobn^ 
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l#dge. No. 2, of Providence, which were the on** 
ly lodges in the state at that time. 

List of Subordinate Lodges. 

St. Jobu^s Lodge, No. l, St. Albaa^s Lodge, No. 5y 

' Newport. Bristol. 

St. Jobn'*8 Lodge, No. 2, Friendship Lodge at Glou* 

Providence. -cesler. No. 7. 

Washington Lodge, No. 3, Lodge at Sinithfield, No. 8. 

Warren. Lodge at Pawtuxet, under • 

l^ount Vernon Lodlge, No. 4, dispensation. 

Providence. Lodge at Greenwich under a 

Washington Lodge, No. 5, dispensatioa. 

County of Washington. 

The quarterly commiinications are holden at 
T^ewport, the Tuesday before the first Wednet- 
day in May and November, and at Providence, 
•n the Tuesday before the first Wednesday in 
February and August ; and the annual meeting 00 
ihe anniversary of St. John the Baptists 



CHAPTER VI. 

Grand Lodge of Connecticut* 

THE Grand Lodge of Connecticut was conMi* 
tuted on the 8th day of July, A. I). 1 789, by fif- 
teen lodges, which then existed in the state. 
The«c lodges were instituted by virtue of charttn^ 



derived from the grand lodges of Massachukeiti 
and New- York, but chiefly from the former. 

The grand communications are holden semi-an^ 
Dually, in the mouths of May and October, The 
*ftiembers of the grand lodge consist of all past 
and present grand officers> and the nraster and 
wardens of all the lodges under its jarisdiction> at 
their proxies. 

List qf Subordinate Lodges. 

1^0. 1, Hiram LoOgo, New- No. 19, Washingtooy Huat^ 

Hareu. ington. 

No. 2, St. John's, Middle- * No. 20, Hartnony, Berlin, 

town. No. 21, St. Peter' 8, NeiT 

No. 3, St. John's, Bridgeport. Milford. 

No. 4| St. John's, Hartford. No. 2a, Hart's, Wbodbridge. 

No. 5, Union, Greenwich. No. 23, St. James's, Preston. 

No. 6, St. John's Norwalk. No. 24, Uriel, ToUand. 

No. 7, K. S'b, Woodbury. No, 25, Cohtmbia, Weather** 

No. 8, St. John's, Stratford, x^ field. 

No. 9. Compkis, Wallingford. No. 26, 'Columbia, East Hadk 

No. 10, Wooster, Colchester. dam. 

No. 11, St. Paul's, Litchfrelcl. No. 27, Rising Sun, Wash- 
No. 12, K. Hiram, Derby. iogton. 

No. 13, Montgomery, Salis- No. 28, Morning Star, East 

bury. Windsor. 

No. 14, Frederick, Farming- No. 29, Village, West Sims- 
ton, bnry. 

No. 15, Moriah, Canterbury. No. 30, Day Spring, Hatnp* 

No. 16, Temple, Cheshire. deu. 

No. 17, Federal, Watertown. No. 31, Union, New.Londoa> 

No. 18, Hiram, Newtowtt. ^o. 32, Meridian Sun, War^ 

ren. 



^^i SS, FHeudship, South- No. 41, Federal, Brookfleld. 

ington . No. 49, Harmony, Waterbary. 

Kb. 34, Somerset, Norwich. No. 43, Trinity, Killing- 
Ko. 35,. Aurora, Har«riaton% worth. 

INo. 36, St. Mark's, Granby. No. 44, Eastern Star, Lebt?- 
Jilo. 37, Western Star, Nor- won, 

folk. No. 45, Pythagoras, Lyme. 

JSo. 3B, St. Alban*s, Guilford. No. 46, Putnam, Pomfret. 

Ko. 39, Ark, Western. Nto. 47, Morning Star, Oxford. 

:Nf . 40, Union, Danbnry. No. 48^ St. Luke's, Kent. 



CHAPTER VIL 
Grand Lodge of VermmU 

THE Grand Lodge of the state of Vermont was 
constituted at Rutland^ on the 14th day of Ogto* 
ber^ A. D. 1794« Its annual meetings are bolden 
^^ on the evening next succeeding the second 
Thursday of October, in the town where the le- 
gislature convenes*" lis members are all past 
and present grand oSkers, and the masters and 

vrardens of the several subordinate lodges, 

* . 

lAst of Subordinate Lodges* -. \y(^i 

No. 1, Vermont Lodg^, No. 6, Centre, Rutland. 

Windsor. No. 7, Washitigt#B, Burling^- 
No.2,Nortb Star,Mancbester. ton. 

No. 3, Dorchester, Vergenues. No. 8, Htraoi, Paulet. 

N0.4, Temple, Benningfton. No. 9, Aurora, Montpeli^. , 

No. 5, Union, Middlebury. No. 10, Franklin, St. Alban^s. 

Bd 
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Na. 1 1 fiWvt Brancli, Chester. No. 17, Meridian SuD^€lr«eii% 

No. lu, Newton, Arling^ton. borough. 

No. 13, Golden Rdle, Putney. No. 18, Morning Sun, Brid- 

^o. 14, Harmony, Danville. port. 

No. 45, Federal, Randolph. No. 19, Cemeut, West-Haven. 

No. 16, Mount Moriah, No. 30, Friendship, Char- 

Wardsborough. lotte. 



CHAPTER VIIL 

Grand Lodge of Nexv-York. 

THE Grand Lodge rf New- York was first con- 
stituted by a warrant from tbe Duke of Athol^ 
dated London, 5th September, A. D. 1781* 

In conformity to the example which had been 
s^t by the grand lodges of several states after the 
revolutionary contest, on the 5th September, A. D.. 
1787, the masters and wardens of the several 
lodges within the state, having been duly notified^ 
assembled in the city of New- York ; and the late 
provincial grand lodge, having been ck)sed sine 
die, formed and opened an independent grand 
lodge, and elected and installed their grand oflS* 
ijers. 

List of Subordinate Lodges^ 

St. John's, New-York. Solomon's, Ponghkeepsie; 

Independ. Royal Arch, ditto. St. Audrew's, New- York. 

Union,. Albany^ St. George, Schenectady. 

Master's^ ditto. IJiran^ New- York. 
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$t. John's, ditto. 
St. Patrick's, Johnstown. 
Temple, N. E. Precinct. 
Washington, Fort Edward. 
St. Simon and St. Jude, 

Fishkill. 
Hudson's, Hudson. 
Jamaica, Jamaica. 
Hiram, Lansingburgh. 
Holland, New- York. 
Unity, Canaan. 
.Steuben, Newhurgh. 
St. John's, Warwick. 
Ia Fayette, Armenia. 
Washington, Clermont. 
Livingston, Kingston. 
.Montgomery, Stillwater. 
Amicable, Whitestowu* 
Ontario, Canadarqua. . 
Aurora, Hampton. 
Huntington, Huntington. 
Paine, Armenia. 
^Livingston, Kingsbury. 
Freehold, Freehold. 
Union, Newton. 
Harmony, Catskill. 
Rural, Cambridge. 
Federal, Hosick. 
Cortlandt, Cortlandt. 
Howard, New- York. 
Amicable, Herkimer. 
Franklin, Ballstown. 
Columbus, FrederickstowD. 
Tfiuity, Nov- York. 



Phcenix ditto. 
Otsego, Cooperstown. 
Schoharie Union, Schoharie« 
Montgomery, Broadalbift. 
Oi*ange, Waterford. 
Patriot, Pittstowii. 
Canaan, Canaan. 
Orange, Gosiieir. 
St. Andrew's, Stanford, 
Westchester, Westchester* 
Beckman, Beckmaib 
Apollo, Troy. 
Cocsackie, Cocsackie. 
North Star,. Salem. 
Aurora, Fairfield. 
Tem.ple, Albany. 
Liberty, Granville. 
Steuben, Steuben. 
Western Star, Unadill^.. 
Suffolk, SmithtowiK 
Bath, Bath. 

Scipio, Scipio or Aurora. 
Morton, Hempstead. 
St. Paul, Canajoharie. 
James's, Middleton. 
Moriah, Marbletowu. 
Montgomery, Rhiuebcck, 
Rcnssalaer^ Renssalaervillc. 
Adoniram, Franklin. 
Sharon Felicity, Sharon. 
Montgomery, Montgomery*. 
L'Uniou Francaise, N. Y. 
Hiram, Mount Pleasant. 
Morton, Bedford. 
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Salem, Nortb-Salem. Waahington, New-Yok{;. . 

Walton, Duaoesburgb. Warren,. NeW'*York. 

Homer, Schaticoke. Morton, Sebenectady. 

Franklin, Cbarlettown. Asylum, Coe3rman«. 
United Bretbren, Caznovia. Henum, Aurelius. 

Tioga, Union. Hcrscbcl, Hartford. 

Village, Marc^Uus. St. John's, Greenfield. 

Scbodach, Seb4Niaeb. Morton, Walton. 

Homan, Reipe. Gbosen Friendi, J)et9yikr«|i|||^ 
Federal, Parif . W. I. 

Fortitude, Brooklyn* St. Lawrence, SLortwrifbtf 

Horizontal, Froderkl^. Bern, Albany. 

Abram*s> NewnY«rfc. Adelpbi, 2i«ir-Y«rk. 



CHAPTER IX- 

Grand Lodge of New-Jersey. 

A CONVENTION of free and accepted maiarii 
•f the state of New- Jersey, was holden, agreca^ 
ble to previous notice, on the 18th December, A, 
D. 1786, at the city of New-Brunswick, when • 
grand lodge for the said state was duly constitut- 
ed, and the Hon. David Brearley, Esq. chief jus- 
tice of the state, was elected first grand master. 

List of Subordinate Lodges. 

Solomon^sLodge,Somerf ville. Brearly, .Bridgtowo . 

St. John's), Newai'k. Nova Cssaroa, GincinnatL 

Trenton, Trenton. Woodbury, Woodbury. 

Unity, AmwelU Wa8bington,New-Bru}iawic|c. 

Harmony, Newton. Patterson, Patterson. 
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Fiirmer*s, Sussex County. Cincinnati, Montville. 

Federal, Hopewell. Mount Holly, Mount Holly. 

Olive Branch, Phillipsburgh. 

The annual meeting of the grand lodge is hold- 
en on the second Tuesday in November, at Treil- 
ton» 



CHAPTER X. 

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania* 

ON the 24th of June^ 1734, upon the petition 
of several brethren residing in Philadelphia, a 
warrant of constitution was granted by the grand 
lodge of Boston, for holding a lodge in that place ; 
appointing the Right Worshipful Benjamin Frank- 
lin their first master ; which is the beginning of 
masonry in Pennsylvania. 

The grand lodge of England granted a grand 
warrant, bearmg date the 20th June, A- D. 1764, 
to the M. W. William Bell and others, authoris- 
ing them to form and hold a grand lodge for the 
state of Pennsylvania. 

The grand officersj together with the officers 
and representatives of a number of regular lodges 
under their jurisdiction, at a communication hold- 
en in the grand lodge room in the city of Phila- 

delphia> <hi the 25th day of September, 1786, ^$ 

D d 2 
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ter mature and serious deliberation^ unanimously 
resolved, **That it is improper that the grand 
lodge 01 Pennsylvania should remain any longer 
tinder the authority of any foreign grand lodge.*' 
And the said grand lodge did then close, sine die. 
The grand convention thus assembled did then 
and there unanimously resolve, that the lodges un- 
der the jurisdiction of the grand lodge of Pennsyl- 
vania, aforesaid, lately hoiden as a provincial 
grand lodge, under the authority of the grand 
lodge of England, should, and they did, form 
themselves into a grand lodge, to be called, ** The 
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, and masonic jw* 
risdiction thereunto belonging,^* to be held in the 
said city of Philadelphia. 

List of Subordinate Lodges 



Na. 2, Philadelphia. 
No. 3, do. 
Ifo. 4, do. 

No. 5, Cantweirs Bridge. 
No. 7, Cheatcrtown. 
No. s, NorriatowD. 
No. 9, Philadelphia. 
No. 11, London Grove. 
No. t»jWinehefter. 
No. 14, Wilmiii||:ton, D. 
No. 17, Chester Milli. 
No. 18, Dover. 
No. 18, British 7th Regt. 
No. 19, Philadelphift. 



No. 31, Lancaster. 
No. 23, Sunbury. 
No. 94, Reading. 
No. 35, Bristol. 
No. 26, Carlisle. 
No. 33, Newcastle, t>. 
No. 35, Joppa. 
No. 43, Lancaster. 
No. 44, D«ck Creek. 
No. 45, Pittsburg. 
No. 46, Church Town. 
No. 47, Port au Prince. 
No. 48, Bedford. 
No. 50^ Chester County. 
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K*. 51, Philadelphia. 


No. 76, Neuville. 


No. 52, do. 


No. 77, Trinidad* 


No. 54, Washington. 


No. 78, Old Mingo. 


No. 55, Huntingdon, Go. No. 7g, Chambersburgh. 


No. 56, Carlisle. 


No. 80, Salisbury. 


No. 57, Newton. 


No. 61, German town. 


No. 58, Army U. S. 


.No.^2, Mitford. 


No. 59, Philadelphia. 


No. 83, Upper SmithaeU. 


No. 60, Fort Burd. 


No. 84, Somerset. 


No. 61, Wilkesbarre, 


No. "85, Alexandria* 


No. 62, Reading. 


No. 86, do. 


fio. 64, Greensburghr. 


No. 87, St. Domingo. 


No. 65, Susquehanna. 


No. 88, St. Marque. 


No. 66, Robison. 


No. 89, Aux Cayes. 


No. 67, Philadelphia. 


No. 90, New Orleans^ 


No. 68, Mifflin. 


No. 91, Philadelphia. 


No. 69, Chester. 


No. 92, Union Township^. 


No. 70, Tyoga Point. 


No. 93, New Orleans. 


No. 71 ) Philadelphia. 


No. 95, St. Domingo. 


No 72, do. 


No. 96, Newcastle, D. 


No. 73, do. 


No. 97, St. Domingo. 


No. 74, Franklin Co. 


No. 99, do. 


No. 75, Pughtown. 


No. 100, Bloomsbury. 




Delaware. 



*^* There is no grand lodge in the State of De- 
laware; but the following lodges^ which were 
chartered by the grand lodge of Pennsylvania^ 
are holden m this State : 



No. 14, Wilmington. 
fio. 33, Newcastle. 
No. 63; Lewistoft. 



No. 96, Newcastle. 
St. J9ha% SaMCY. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Grand Lodge of Maryland. 

THE Grand lodge of Maryland was constituted 
on the 17th day of Aprils A. D» 1787^ and i^ 
hoiden m the city of Baltimore. 

List of Subordinate Lodges, 

Amanda, Annapolis. Zion, Havre de Grace. 



Amicable, Baltimore. 
Bellair, Hartford. 
Beaevolcut, Baltimore. 
Columbia, Port Tobacco. 
Concordia, Baltimore. 
Columbia, Georgetown. 
Federal, Washington City. 
Federal, Baltimore. 
Harmony, Salisbury. 
St. Johu^s, Cambridge. 
St. John^s, Baltimore. 
Spiritual, do. 
Veritas St. Johannis, do. 



Washington, Fell's Poinf» 

Baltimore. 
Temple, Rayster's town. 
Hiram, Leonard's town. 
Hiram, Fredericktowo. 
Harmony, Elkton. 
Orange, Vienna. 
Mount Moriah, Hagerstowb: 
Hope, Sussex, Delaware. 
No. 2, Chestertown. 
No. b, Easton. 
No. 7, Somerset. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Grand Lodge of Virginia* 

THE grand lodge of Virginia began its opera- 
tions October 30, A. D. 1778. It meets annual- 
!>•, at the city of Richmond, on the second Mom 
day in December, The mode of address is, ** Tlte 



Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Virgmia^ fiitlf* 
mond,»* 

Grand Officers, A. D. 1802. 

M. W. Alexander M*Rea, grand master. 

R, W. James Byrne, deputy grand master, 

W. William W. Hering, senior grand wairiiBlll^ 

W. Philip Davie, junior grand warden. 

W. William H. Fitzwhylsonn, grand secrctaJJv 

hist of Subordinate Lodges^ 

1 NbrfoHc, Norfolk Boro'. .20 Extinct. 

9 Killwining Cross, Port- 31 Extinct. 

Royal. 22 Alexandria, AlexaBdrfi^ 

5 Blandford, Blandford, 33 Dinwiddle, Dinwiddle. 

4 Fredericksburg, f reder. 34 Pltt8ylvania,Pitt8ylTania. 

5 Dormant. 95 Now under the G. L. of 

6 Wllliamsburgb, WilUa« Kentucky. 

7 Botetourt, Gloucester* 26 Washington, Botetourt. 
.8 Suspended. 37 Rockingham Uaum, 

g Donnjtnt. .RookingliaiB* 

10 RicbnM>nd, Richmond. 38 Suspended. 

1 1 Northampton, Northamp. *j,^* No Lodge, No. 89* 

13 Kempsville, Princess 30 Solomon^s, Nansemoiffl.. 

Anne. ai Columbia, Golujnbia* 

13 Staunton, Augusta. 33 George, Warminster. 

14 Manchester, Chesterfield. 33 Warren, Albemarle. 

J5 Petersburg, Petersburg. 34 Beneyolent,Southampto« . 

16 La Sagesse, Portsmouth. 35 Now under the G. L. K. 

17 Charlotte, Charlotte. 36 St. John's, Richmond. 

13 Smithfield Union, Isle of 37 Hicks'sFord, Greensrillit. 

Wight. 38 Buckingham Unio% 

X^ Richmond Randolph, Buckingham. 

&iciMB««i« ^ MartUll, LynchbQrg.' 
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40 Sterensbarg, Culpepper. 54 JerusaleTta, Hichmomd'. 

41 Lebanon, Goochlaud. 55 Fraternal, VVytbe. 

42 Bath Union, Batb. 56 NaphtaU, Norfolk. 

43 Fairfax, Culpepper. 57 Now under the G. L. IC 

44 I>oor to Virtue, C. Ville. 58 Day, Louisa. 

'45 Aber<ken, Canipbeil. 59 Hiram, Westmoreland. 

46 Now under the G. L. K. 60 Widow's Son's,Albemarte« 

47 Brooke, Alexandria 61 Ch ester, Frederick. 

48 Abingdon, Washington. 63 Harmony, Amelia. . 

49 Greenbrier, Greenbrier. 6d Fredericksburt^Amerietfq^ 

90 Dumfries, Prince Wm. Fredericksbui'g. 

91 Painville, Amelia, 64 Madison, Madisoir; 
li/9 Bruaswick, Brunswick. 65 Jefferson, Surry. 
53 Chuckatucky Nansemoad. 



CHAPTER Xlir. 

tfrand Lodge of North-Carolina* 

THE grand lodge of North Carolina was first 
Constituted by virtue of a charter from the grand 
lodge of Scotland, A. D. 1771. It convened oc- 
casionally at Newbern and Edenton, at which 
latter place the records were deposited previous 
to the revolutionary war. During the contest, 
the records were destroyed by the British army^ 
and the meetings of the grand lodge suspended. 

The members of the craft convened at Hillsbo- 
rough m this state, A. D. 1787, and compiled 
l^rtain regulations for the government of the 



tR££MA9€K'S M^NIT^R. r 



saa 



Ki^and lodge^ and again set to work. Ini the same 
year they appointed a committee to form a con« 
stitution for their future government, which was 
accordingly done, and in the year following, the 
said constitution was formally adopted and ratifi- 
ed, at the city of Raleigh, at which place the 
grand lodge meets annually. 

List of Subordinate Lodges. 



St. John, Wilmington. 
KoyalWhite Hart, Halifax. 
^St. John, Newbem. 
St. John, Kingston. 
Royal Edwin, Windsor. 
PhcEnix, Fayetteville. 
Old Cone, Salisbury. 



see, Nashville, in the state 

of Tennessee. 
fh. Tammany, Wilmington. 
•Phalanx, Charlotte, Meclc^ 

lenburg county. 
Stakes, Cabarrus do. 
Freelaud, Rowan do. 



Johnston Caswell^ Warren- Unanimity, Rockfbrd. 

ton. Jerusalem, Carteret co. 

St. John, Dublin county. Friendship, Fort Barowellr 

Washington, Beaufort do. Wm. R. Davie, LexingtOAi 

St. Taaamany, Martin do. Rising Sun, Morganton, 

American George, Murfrees- Davie, Bertie county. 



borough. 
Ring Solomon^ Jones «o. 
Hiram, WilUamsborough. 
Pansophia, Moore county. 
Davie, Glasg. Greene do. 
.Mount Moriah, Iredell do. 
Columbia, Wayne do. 
Harmony, No. i, of Tenues- 

A memorandum of the grand roasters of the 
grand lodge^ since the reyolution, to wit: Samuel 



Hiram, City of Raleigh. 
Tennessee, No. 3, of th^ 

state of Tennessee, Knox^ 

ville. 
Federal, Pitt county. 
Greenville, Greenville, Teii^ 

nessee. 
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Johnsttmi late Governor^ now one of the Jadgetir 
Richard Caswell, formerly Gorernor. WiUiam 
A. Davie, forinerly Governor. Colonel HHUiam 
Polk. 

Robert Williams', grand secretaiy. 



ClfAPTER XIV. 

Grand Lodge of South Carolituu 

THE grand lodge of the State of South Caroli- 
na was instituted and established at Charleston on 
the 24th day of March, A. D. 1787. 

The general grand communication is bolden in 
Charleston annually, on St. John the Evangelist's 
day ; and the quarterly communications on the 
last Saturday in March, June, and September, and 
on the next Saturday but one, preceding St. Jobif 
the Evangelists's day. 

List qf Subordinate Lodges, 

No. 1, Charleiton. ' No. lo, Columbia. 

No. 8, Do. No. 11, Charleston. 

No. 3, Do. No. 19, Oraugebiirgh. 

No. 4, Do. No. 13, Extinct. 

No. 5, Dou No. 14, Charleston. 

No. 6, Wayuesborongh. No. 15, Little River. 

No. s, Chai'Jeston. No. |6, Georgetown. 

No. 9, Do. No. 17, GreenriUt^ 
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!?•. 18, Broad River. 
^^o 19, Laiu'ens County, 
jfo. 20, Greensborongliy 

Georgia. 
^o. 21, Black Mingo. 
^o. 22, Little Pedee. 
No. 23, Georgetown. 
No. 24, Rocky Creek. 
jVo. 25, Union County. 
JS'O. 26, Jacksonborough. 
No. 27, Salem Court house. 
No. 28, Chester County. 
No. 29, New-Orleans. 
No. 30, St. Augustine, E. F. 



No. 31, Charleston. 
No. 3i, Yorkville. 
No. 33, Laucaiister Co. 
No. 34, Edisto Island. 
No. 35, Edge ti old Co. 
No. 36, Chester Do. 
No. 37, Statesburgh. 
No. 38, Newbury Co. 
No. 39, Coosa watchie. 
No. 40|^ Cambridge. 
No. 41, Beaufort. 
No. 42, St. Helena Island. 
No. 43, Newbury Co. 
No. 44^ Laurens Do. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Grand Lodge of Georgia* 

THE grand lodge of Georgia is holden ^^ By 
-virtue, and in pursuance, of the right of succes- 
sion, legally derived from the most noble and most 
■vi'^orshipful Thomas Thyne, lord viscount Wey- 
mouth, grandmaster of England, A. D. 1730, 
by his warrant, directed to the right worshipful ^ 
Roger Lacey; and by the renewal of the said 
power by Sholto Charles Douglas, lord Aberdour, 
grand master of Scotland, for the years 1755, and 
1756; and grand master of England for the years 
1757, and 1758; as* will appear in his warrant 
directed to the right worshipful Grey Elliot*'* 

£e 
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On the 16th day of December, A. D. 1786, « 
convention of the several lodges hold en in the 
state, assembled at Savannah, when the perma- 
nent appointments which had been theretofore 
made by the grand master of England, were so- 
lemnly relinquished, by the right worshipful Sa- 
muel Elbert, grand master, and the other officers 
of the grand lodge ; and certain regulations 
adopted, by which the grand 'officers are now 
elected annually by the grand lodge. 

List of Subordinate Lodges. 

Vo. 1, Solomon's, Savannah. town. 

J\"o. 2t Hiram, Do. Ko. 12, Elbert, Elbcrtoo. 

No. 3y Culuri&bia, Auj^usta. No. 13, St. Tammany, Green 

No. -1, St. Louis, Washington. County. 

No. rt, Washington, Do, ^o. 14, ForeytVs, Augusta. 

No. 6, St. John's Sunbury. No. 15, Amity, Lake Ferry. 

No. 7, Little River, Little No. i6, Camden, St. Mary^s. 

River. No. 17, Stith, Sparta. 

No. 8, St. Patrick's, Waynes- No. 18, Social, Augusta. 

borough. No. 19, Hau8toun,£fIingham. 

No. 9, St. George's, Kiokas. No. 20, Stephen's, W^aynesb. 

No. 10, Union, Savannah. No. 21, Petersburgh, Peters- 
No. 11, Georgetown, George- burgh. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Grand Lodge of Kentucky. 

THE grand lodge of Kentucky holds its commu- 
nications in tlie town of Lexington. 
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Grand Officers A. D. l&QS. 

M. W. George M. Bibb, grand master, 
W. Dauiel Bradford^ grand secretary. 

- List of Subordinate Lodges* 

Abraham's Lodge, Louisville. Solomon's, Shelby ViHe, 
Harmony, Natches,Missisip. Washington, Lexington. 
Hiram, Frankfort. Washington, Birdstown. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

Grand Lodge of Upper Canadu. 

M. W, William Jarvis, Esq, grand master, 
R. W. Robert Kerr, Esq. deputy grand master. 

Subordinate Lodges* 

No. 1, Newark, Niagara. No 7, ■ 

No. 2, Qiieenstowu. No. 8, ♦— - 

No. 3, York. No. 9, Bertie, Fort Erie.. 

No. 4, Newark, Niagara. No. 10, Barton. 

•^Q^ 5^ No, n, Mohawk Village. 

^^Q. gj . No. 12, Stamford. 

The grand lodge meets at Newark, Niagarat 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

Grand Lodge of Lower Canada. 

M. W. his 'Royal Highness Prince Edward, &c. 

&c. Grand Master, 
R, W. George L^wis Hamilton, D» G. M. 
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JSubordifiate Lodges. 

Ko. 9, In the 4th Bftt. R. Ar- No. 5, Royal Edward, 1^ 

tillcry, at Quebec. wardabiurg, U. C. 

tso. 40, Quebec. No. 6, RichUeu, at Williaia 

No. ij4i, Do. These three on Heury, L. C. 

the Refi^istry of £ng1and. No. 7, Fidelity, 7th Reg. ot 

No. 1, Glengary Lodge,iH the foot. 

Sd Bat. R.C. Volunteers. No. 8, Union, Montreal. 

No. -2, Royal Rose, in the 7th No. 9, Select Surveyors, at 

Re^. of foot. Missisquoui Bay. 

No. 3, St. John^s, Lower Ca- No. 10, Zion, Detroit. 

/ nada. No. 11, Chambly. 

No. 4, :2d Bat. 6oth Reg. No. 12, St. Paul'S) Montreal. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Grand Lodge of Nova-Scotia, ^c. 

M. W. Rich.^^^ Bulkely, Esq. grand master* 

R. W. Duncan Clarke, Esq. deputy grand mast^jp. 

No. 22, Solomon's at Frederictown, N. B. 

The grand lodge meets at Halifax, 
*** We have not received a list of the other 
ledges under this jurisdiction. 
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MOST EXCELLENT MASTER'S SONG. 

By Brother T. S. Webb. 

To he sung when one is received into that degree, 

ALL bail to X\ie morning 

That bids iis rejoice ; 
Tbt templets completed, 
Exalt high each voice ; 
Tbe capC'Stoue iv fiuisb'd, 

Our labour is o'er *, 
The sound of the gavel 
Shall hail us no more. 
To the Power Almighty, who ever has guided. 
The tribes of old Israel, exalting their fame ; 
To him who hath goveni'd our hearts undivided, 
Let's send forth our voices, to praise his great name. 

Companions^ assemble 

On this joyful day, 
Th^' occasion is gloriour, 

The key-stone to lay j 
Fulfiird is the promise, 

By the Ancient of Days; 
To bring f«rth the cape-stone. 
With shouting aud praise. 

Ceremonies. 
There's no more occasion for level- or plumb-line. 
For trowel or gavel, for compass or square ; 
Our works are completed, the ark safely seated. 
And we shall be greeted as workmen most rare. 

:^ e 2 



830 MASONIC SOUGSfn 

N»w those that are worthy. 

Our toils who have shared, 
And prov'd themselves faithful. 

Shall meet their reward. ^ 

Their virtue and knowledge^ 

Industry aud skill, 
Have our approbation. 
Hare gained our good will. 
We accept and receive them most excellent masters- 
Invested with honours, and power to preside ; 
Aroonj^t worthy craftsmen, wherever assembled|^ 
The knowledge of masons to spread fiMr ^mi wide^. 

Almighty Jehovah, 
Descend now, and fill 
This lodge with thy glory, 

Our hearts with good will f. 
Preside at eur meetings^ 

Assist us to find 
True pleasure in teaching 
Goodwill to mankind. 
Thy wisdom inspired the great institution. 
Thy strength shall support it, till nature ei^ire^ 
And when the creation shall fall into ruia. 
Its beauty shall rise, through the midst of the fire I 



MASTER'S SONG.~By Brother T. S. WuB; 

[Tune — " Greenwich P&uwmt,''^} 

I SING the raason^s glory. 

Whose prying mind doth bum^ 
Unto complete perfection. 

Our mysteries to learn ; 
"Not those who visit lodges 

To eat and drink their ftIV 
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l^ot those who at our meetings 

Hear lectures Against their will : 

CHOR. But only those whose pleasure^ 
At CTery lodge, can be, 
T* improve thcDiseives by lectures^ 
In glorious masonry. 

Hail! glorious iiMis«iif3|f. 

The faithful, worthy bretbcr 

Whose heart can f«el for grie^ 
Whose bosom with compass ion 

Steps forth to its relief. 
Whose soul is ever ready, 

Around him to diffuse 
The principles of masons. 

And guard them from absse ^ 
OHOR. These are thy sons, whose pleasuii^ 
At every lodge, will be, 
T* improve themselves by lectured^ 
In glorious BMisonry. 

Hail! gloriong masoBrxl^ 

King Solomon, oitt patron. 

Transmitted this comnnancUw 
** The faithful and praiseworthy. 

True light must understand y 
And my descendants, also, 

WhoVe seated in the Eastg 
Have not fulfilVd their duty, 

Till light has reached the West.^ 

cnoR. Therefore, our highest pleasure^ * 
At every lodge, idiould be, 
T' improve ourselves by lectures^ 
lo glorious masonry. 

Hftil! ipIorioutmMonifl 
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The duty aud the station, 

or mister in the chair^ 
Obliges him to summon 

Each brother to prepare •, 
That all may be enabled, 

By slow, though sure degrees, 
Ifik •nswer in rotation, 

With honour aud with ease. 

CHOR. Such are thy sons, whose pleasure,. 
At every lodge, will be, 
T' improve themselves by lectures, 
In glorious masonry. 

Hail ! glorious masonryA 



SENIOR WARDEN'S SONG. 
By Brother T. S. Webb. 

[Tune—" llQien the hollow drum doth beat to be(i:''\ 

WHEN the Senior Warden, standing in the West,. 
CSalls ufi from our labours to partake of^rest. 
We unite, whilst he recites 
The duties of a mason. 
On the level meet. 
On the square we party 

Repeats each worthy brother. 
This rule in view, 
We thus renew 

Our frieadship for each other. 
Chorus. When the Senior, &c. 

When our work ^s over, implements secure. 
Each returning homeward, with intentions pure^ 
©ur wives we kiss, give sweethearts bliss, 
^^ . Which makes them both love masons ; 
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A\id thus we may 
£iijoy each day. 

At home, and at our mettingf ^ 
Our tweetheartt eat^d. 
Our wives well pleas'd, 
^ Sahited with such greetings. 
Chorus. When the Senior, kc. 



JUNIOR WARDEN'S SONG. 
By Brother T. S. Webb. 

[Tuue — " Faint and wearilyy ^c."] 

When the Junior Warden calls us from onr htbonn^ 
When the sun is at meridian height. 
Let us merrily unite most cheerily. 
With social harmony new joy^^ invite. 
One and all, at his call, 

To the feast repairing, 
All around joys resound, 

Each the pleasure sharing. ^ 

Chorus. When the Junior Warden,. &c. 

H irth and jollity, without frivolity. 
Pervade our meetings at the festive board ^ 
Justice, temperance and prudence govern ui^ 
There^s nought but harmony amongst us heard. 
One and all, at the call. 

To the feast repairing, 
All around joys resound. 

Each to the pleasure sharing. 
Chorus. 3rirth and jollity, &c. 

Thus we ever may enjoy the pleasant moments 
Giv^n unto us from the master^s chair, 
Till the sun an hour has past meridian. 
And then eadi brother to hia work re]paifi 
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One and all hear the call, 

From the foast repairing^, 

All around gavels sound, 

Each the labour sharing. 
Chorus, Thus we crcr may, &c. 

SENIOR WARDEN'S TOAST. 

FREEMASONS all, 

Attend the call ; 

'Tis by coramaud 

You all are waruM, 
To fill up a bumper and keep it at hand. 

To drink to ** The mother of masons.'^* 
I-et each gire the word to h\» brother, 
I'o prove that we love one another ; 

Let's fill to the dame 

From whom we all came • 

And call her " Of masons the mothet^^ 

CHORUB. 
The stewards have laid foundations,. 

To prove that we love our relations. 

By toasting the dame 

From whom we all came j 
We'll call her " The mother (f masons'^ 

In days of yore 

Freemasons bore 

A flask of wine, 

Of mirth the sign. 
And often they filPd with the liquor divine^ 

To drink to " The mother of masons? 
'Twas on these joyful occasions, 
All charged stood firm to their stations. 

And toasted the dame 

From whom we all came, 
Repeating, ^* The mother qfmasotu?* 
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1» 



MASONIC SONGS. 335 

CHORUS. 

Tlic stewards have laid, &c. 

Be all preparM, 

Each motion squai'M, 

And at the uod^ 

\Vith one accord, 
\i\ strictect rotation we'll pass ronnd tlio word, 

J)rink, drink, to " The mother of maftons. 
Hav/? a care, right and left, and make ready, 
l>c all in your exercise steady. 

And iill to the <lame 

From whom we all came, 
** The mother ofmasonsy^ the lady. 

CUORVS. 

T)ie stewards have laid, &c. 



PAST MASTER'S SONG. 

[Tune — Jlule Biiiannia.'\ 

^VHEN earth's foundation first was laid. 

By the llinighty Artist's hand, 
'Twas then our perfect, our perfect laws were made, 

EstablisliM by his strict command. 

CHORUS. 

Hail, mysterious — hail, glorious Masonry ! 
That makes us ever great and free. 

In vain mankind for shelter sought. 
In vain from place to place did roam, 

I'ntil from heaven, from heaven he was tauglit 
To plan, to build, to fix his home. 

Illustrious hence wc date our Art, 
And now in beauteous piles appear 
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Which sball to endless, to endless time imparty 
How worthy and how great we are. 

Nor we less fauiM for every tie, 

By which the human lliou^ht is bound ; 

Love, truth, and friendship, and friendship socially. 
Join all our hearts and hands around. 

Our actions still by virtue hirst. 

And to our precepts ever tnie, 
The world admiring, aihniring yhall request 

To learn^ and our bright paths pursue. 

ANTHEM. 

« LET there be Irjfht l" the Almighty spoke ^ 
llefnlgent streams from chaos broke. 

To illume the rising earth ! 
AVell pleased the Great Jehovah stood ; 
The Power Supreme pronouncM it good. 
And gave the planets birth ! 
In choral numbers Masons join, 
To bless and praise this light divine. 

Parent of light \ accept our praise ! 
TVho ihedd'st on us thy brightest ray^ 

The light that fills the mind : 
By choice selected, lo ! we stand, 
By friendship joinM, a social band ! 
That /ot<e, that a/(/ mankind ! 
In choral numbers, &c. 

The widow 's tear, the orphan's cry, 
All wants our ready hands supply, 

As far as power is given ; 
The naked clothe, the prisoner free ; 
These are thy works, sweet chai'ityl 

ReveaVd to us from heaven. ^A 

In choral numbers^ &c. '. x- 

Repeu 



